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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

The 1,840-acre Riverstone tract is the link to connect 
the western and eastern sections of Congaree National 
Park.  The Riverstone tract is also the link to connect a 
conservation corridor of more than 42,000 acres of public 
land along the Congaree, Wateree, and upper Santee 
rivers.

TPL advanced $2 million to purchase 625 acres of the 
tract (Phase I) on April 1, 2008, thereby keeping alive 
the opportunity to acquire the entire 1,840-acre tract for 
Congaree National Park.  

TPL again advanced funding to purchase the remaining 
1,215 acres (Phase II) on April 2, 2009.

Quantifying these actions in 2008 and 2009, The Trust 
for Public Land advanced $5.88 million (loans from TPL’s 
revolving fund) to purchase these 1,840 acres.  A federally-
approved appraisal in late 2007 had established $5.88 
million as the tract’s fair market value.

With TPL having secured the Riverstone tract, 
conservationists’ task became – and continues to be – 
advocacy to obtain funding for the National Park Service to 
purchase the tract from TPL. 

In early 2008, the National Park Service (NPS) identifi ed 
and committed $0.5 million of existing funds toward 
Riverstone Phase I.  On May 12, 2008, NPS purchased 
156.25 acres of the 625 acres which TPL acquired April 1, 
2008.

Through the leadership of Congressman Clyburn and 
Senator Graham, the “Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009” 
(Public Law 111-8, in Feb. 2009) allocated $2.69 million for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 toward purchasing the Riverstone 
tract.  With this funding, the National Park Service will 
purchase 838 acres from TPL, including all 308 acres east 
of U.S. Highway 601.  This transaction will probably close 
during June 2009.

Two dozen organizations – local, statewide, and 
national – worked together in 2008 to raise awareness 
of the need for funding to purchase the Riverstone tract.  
These organizations (listed alphabetically) are: American 
Rivers, Archaeological Society of South Carolina, Audubon 
South Carolina, Carolina Bird Club, Carolinas’ Nature 
Photographers Association, Columbia Audubon Society, 
Congaree Land Trust, Friends of Congaree Swamp, 
League of Women Voters of the Columbia Area, League 

TPL Purchases Riverstone Tract
April 2, 2009 became another signifi cant date in the history of Congaree National Park – when The 
Trust for Public Land (TPL) purchased the remaining 1,215 acres of the Riverstone tract from the 
landowner in Virginia.  Previously, TPL had purchased 625 acres in April 2008.  TPL will hold this land 
until the National Park Service purchases it from TPL for Congaree National Park.

of Women Voters of South Carolina, National Audubon 
Society, National Parks Conservation Association, Palmetto 
Conservation Foundation, Palmetto Paddlers, Richland 
County Conservation Commission, Sierra Club John 
Bachman Group, Sierra Club of South Carolina, South 
Carolina Coastal Conservation League, South Carolina 
Native Plant Society, South Carolina Nature-Based Tourism 
Association, South Carolina Wildlife Federation, The Trust 
for Public Land, and The Wilderness Society. 

On March 23, 2009, Friends of Congaree Swamp 
submitted written testimony to the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies, requesting $2.69 million for FY 2010 to complete 
National Park Service acquisition of the Riverstone tract.

President Obama sent his detailed FY 2010 budget to 
Congress on May 7, 2009.  The Obama Administration has 
requested $1.32 million for Congaree National Park land 
acquisition.  We will urge Congress to increase the amount 
to $2.69 million – the amount needed to complete NPS 
acquisition of the Riverstone tract.

On May 13, 2009, Friends of Congaree Swamp 
submitted testimony to the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Envoronment and Related 
Agencies, requesting $2.69 million for FY 2010. ◘
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President’s Corner

Dr. John Grego

Old Bluff Road Sign
Some years ago, Friends of Congaree Swamp had 

worked with SCDOT to have park signs placed on I-77 and 
I-26, as well as smaller directional signs on US 601, Bluff 
Road, and Old Bluff Road.

As many of you are aware though, the unsigned turn 
from Old Bluff Road to the park entrance (National Park 
Road) can be easily overlooked when travelling east.  
When travelling west (from Mt View Road), a directional 
sign alerts visitors to the upcoming entrance. Over the past 
couple years, Friends of Congaree Swamp had requested 
that a complementary sign be placed on the eastern 
approach to the entrance to alert visitors to the upcoming 
turn.  Once SCDOT had familiarized itself with the prior 
sign project, they were quite helpful in the placement of the 
new sign.  Thanks to Ed Sawyer, District 1 Traffi c Engineer, 
for shepherding this project.

The turn from Bluff Road onto Old Bluff Road remains 
unmarked; there is a sentiment that directing traffi c on to 
Mt View Road ameliorates the impact of park traffi c on Old 
Bluff Road residents.

Canoe Trail Sign
In 2007, Friends of Congaree Swamp had received a 

grant from anonymous donors to construct canoe/kayak 
trail signs along Cedar Creek; these are the same donors 
who provided funding for the campground improvements.  
The National Park Service has recently identifi ed an 
appropriate vendor and design, and anticipates ordering 
signs soon.  The mileage signs will be placed every half-
mile along Cedar Creek, and paired so that paddlers 
traveling in either direction can use them as navigational 
aids.  In the spirit of the donors’ wishes for project 
participation, Friends of Congaree Swamp will schedule 
a work day to assist park staff with placement of the new 
signs.

Storm Water
On February 24, Richland County scheduled a public 

hearing and second reading of its much-revised storm 
water ordinance. Prior to the meeting, members of Friends 
of Congaree Swamp worked furiously to support the county 
staff’s version of the ordinance through contacting council 
members, sharing information with other advocacy groups, 
and answering a substitute ordinance put forward by 
consultants for the Home Builders Association.   Unlike the 
public hearing scheduled for last October, environmental 
advocacy groups were able to match the opposition 
speaker-for-speaker  at the public hearing.  After the 
hearing, council made a motion to substitute the Lexington 
County storm water ordinance for the proposed staff 
ordinance while disagreements over the proposed staff 
ordinance were resolved.  Modest amendments to the 
Lexington ordinance were moved, and the entire motion 
passed by an impressive 10-1 margin.  

The Lexington ordinance enforce 100-foot buffers on 
perennial streams and rivers, 50-foot buffers on lakes and 
intermittent streams, and exempted individual properties 
of 5 acres or less from buffer requirements.  Richland 
amended the 100-foot buffer to an 85-foot buffer, the 50-
foot buffer to a 40-foot buffer, and changed the property 
owner exemption from 5 acres to 2 acres.  The Lexington 
county ordinance does have some weaknesses; e.g., other 
storm water ordinances we have studied also exempt small 
single-family parcels, provided impervious surface area 
within the buffer is not increased, and protection for the 
fl oodplain should be increased.

Parallel to the debate over storm water ordinances, 
Richland County planning staff had hired the Center for 
Watershed Protection, based in Maryland, to facilitate a 
new development code for the county, including new storm 
water ordinances.  The Center for Watershed Protection 
subsequently organized a “development roundtable”, 
with members drawn from advocacy groups, developers, 
resource agencies, and county staff, to assist in drafting 
a set of principles to guide responsible development.  
While the revised Lexington ordinance is in place, the 
development roundtable’s storm water subcommittee will 
fi nalize a set of principles to be used in drafting a new 
version of the ordinance for a third and fi nal vote in the 
fall.  Friends of Congaree Swamp members Carol Kososki 
(current Chair of the Richland County Conservation 
Commission) and John Grego are members of the storm 
water subcommittee and will continue to represent 
environmental interests in the ongoing debate. ◘
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During recent years, Ms. Juli Jones’ students 
at Kelly Mill Middle School in Blythewood have 
energetically pursued land acquisition funding for 
Congaree National Park.  They have written faithfully 
to Congressman Clyburn and Senator Graham to 
request funding to purchase the Riverstone tract.

Accordingly, the students were excited when Ms. 
Jones read an e-mail from Madeline Pope at The 
Trust for Public Land, notifying Ms. Jones and her 
students about recent approval of $2.69 million for 
Congaree land acquisition.  

As described by Juli Jones to Maddy Pope: 
“I read your e-mail to my classes today and such 
a roar of excitement went up that people came 
running in to see if we were OK! :)  The kids are 
so excited that many of the ones who previously 
said they were not going on the trip [to Congaree 
National Park] decided they would go home 
and beg or do chores to get the bus fare for the 
trip!  I am so proud that their enthusiasm for their 
precious Congaree is coming through to the ears 
that need to perk up and listen!  We are looking 
forward to our trip all the more now!” 

The students understand that the recently-approved 
funding is only half of the amount needed to purchase 
the Riverstone tract.  As described further by Juli 
Jones to Maddy Pope:

“We will send beautiful letters of thanks to Senator 
Graham and Congressman Clyburn now so 
that when the new batch of letters for the new 
appropriation comes, they will be in the right 
frame of mind to help finish the marathon for the 
entire funding for the Riverstone Tract!  One of my 
students said today, “Mrs. Jones, nobody gets half 
way through a marathon and just quits, and we’re 
not quitting either, are we?”  I just started to cry; it 
was so sweet and profound, and he just had the 
most amazing look in his eyes!  They had a hard 
time believing tough old Mrs. Jones could cry!”

When Juli Jones granted permission to be quoted 
in this Friends of Congaree Swamp newsletter, she 
passed along additional words of wisdom of a student: 

“…a beautiful phrase one of my students, Dominik 
White, conjured up in his recent letters to our 
Congressmen.  He called Congaree National 
Park “The Green Heart” of South Carolina.  How 
profound!  I think it is a phrase which should be 
used more frequently, don’t you?!”

Kelly Mill students support SC’s Green Heart
We thank Ms. Jones’ students at Kelly Mill Middle 
School for actively supporting Congaree National 
Park, and we congratulate them for the success of 
their efforts.  Please keep up the good work!  And we 
definitely agree with Dominik White that Congaree 
National Park is the Green Heart of South Carolina! ◘
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Carolina Butterfl y Society 2009 Symposium

Hosted by Congaree National Park and the Carolina Butterfl y 
Society’s Midlands Chapter
Saturday, June 27 – 9:30 AM-5:30 PM
Night moth hunt 9-11 PM

Join butterfl y enthusiasts for a day of informative presentations 
within the Harry Hampton Visitor Center.  This year is the fi rst 
year that Congaree National Park will host the Carolina Butterfl y 
Society’s annual symposium, an event that draws lepidopterists 
(butterfl y and moth fans) from North and South Carolina.  The 
symposium’s featured keynote speaker is David L. Wagner, author 
of Caterpillars of Eastern North America (for sale in the Eastern 
National sales area of Harry Hampton Visitor Center). Additional 
speakers will offer information on butterfl ies and dragonfl ies of 
Congaree, plantings for butterfl ies, implications of red-bay die-off in 
coastal South Carolina, South Carolina moth species, establishing 
a seasonal butterfl y exhibit, nectar and color studies in a research 
butterfl y garden, et cetera. This event requires pre-registration and 
has a $15.00 fee payable to the Carolina Butterfl y Society www.
carolinabutterfl ysociety.org (before June 20th) or you can download 
a registration form at Congaree National Park’s website at www.
nps.gov/cong. ◘

Congaree National Park 
Annual Butterfl y Count

On Sunday June 28th the North 
American Butterfl y Association 
annual butterfl y count will take 
place at Congaree beginning 
in the Visitor Center at 10 AM 
lasting until approximately 
4 PM.  Volunteers of all ages 
are encouraged to help with this 
one-day census.  This year’s 
count follows the Carolina 
Butterfl y Society Annual 
symposium which will be held 
at the park on Saturday (see 
related article). For Sunday’s 
count, we will be observing 
butterfl ies all day so participants 
should be dressed for summer 
fi eld work.   Wear sturdy shoes, 
long pants, bring sun protection, 
plenty of water and a bagged 
lunch and snacks. ◘

Butterfl y Identifi cation 
Skills Training 

Workshops

To prepare for identifying the 
butterfl y species likely to be 
seen during the count, there will 
be Identifi cation Skills Training 
Workshops offered on Sunday 
May 17 from 1-3 PM and again 
on Saturday June 6th from 3-5 
PM. These workshops will 
include an indoor PowerPoint 
presentation and outdoor 
observation of butterfl ies.  
Contact the park Visitor Center 
to register to participate in 
the butterfl y skills training 
workshops or the June 28th 
count. 803-776-4396 ext. 0. ◘

Upcoming Field Trips & Events
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A sewage spill on the Saluda River last summer put Alan Mehrzad in the right place at the right time to get his 
dream job. 

The spill made river pollution a front-burner issue and brought concerned civic and environmental leaders together 
for a River Summit in September. The consensus: Columbia needed a riverkeeper.

Enter Mehrzad, a 26-year-old who finishes up his master’s degree in Earth and Environmental Resource 
Management this month at the University of South Carolina.

“I heard what was going on at the River Summit,” he said. “I was familiar with the riverkeeper program and it’s 
what I wanted to do.”

The Waterkeeper Alliance, a national group based in Irvington, N.Y., sanctions local organizations designed 
to protect waterways from pollution. Mehrzad applied for the riverkeeper designation for the Saluda, Broad and 
Congaree rivers and was granted a conditional license in December.

He was given a year to put together a non-profit organization and he hopes to have a board of directors in place 
by the end of May. Then he’ll begin raising funds. So far, he’s had some private donations and has made a proposal 
to the city of Columbia for seed funding. 

Things are not happening as quickly as he would like, but he’s realistic.
“It’s important to have the structure in place first,” he said.
Mehrzad’s jurisdiction runs from where the Congaree and Wateree rivers form the Santee up to where the Broad 

and Saluda rivers meet to form the Congaree. Then, up the Saluda River to the Lake Murray dam and up the 
Broad River to the reservoir near Peak. It includes all the streams that flow into those rivers, such as Cedar Creek, 
Congaree Creek and Gill’s Creek.

That’s 90 miles of rivers and 600 square miles of watershed, including the Congaree National Park. The 
jurisdiction comes with a myriad of existing challenges, such as wetlands fill/navigable waters violations, Richland 
County’s floodplain fill and storm water ordinances, Columbia Venture, and sedimentation and pollution issues, to 
name just a few.

Mehrzad  is optimistic, though, and he has a plan.
“A riverkeeper is part investigator, part scientist, part lawyer and full-time advocate,” he said.
He wants to meet with utilities, industries and other groups that have permits to discharge into the rivers. From 

there, he’ll identify pollution sources and sedimentation sources in small tributaries.
“I believe in diplomacy,” he said. “I want to develop relationships. . .see how plants operate. I want to let them 

know what I’m there for and that I’ll be monitoring.
“I’ll be able to respond to complaints and be available to answer questions.”
Of course he can’t be everywhere at once, so he wants to train citizens to practice advocacy for the rivers and 

assign them to watersheds.
 Mehrzad fell in love with water as a boy in Virginia.
“I grew up in a neighborhood with lots of creeks,” he said. “I love fishing. Fly fishing for trout introduced me to river 

ecosystems—the way rivers flow and what the fish are eating.” 
He hold a bachelor’s degree in marine science from USC and worked for a coastal engineering firm for a year 

before going back to study watershed management..
“I spent some time on black-water rivers and I wanted to be involved with South Carolina river management,” he 

said.
“I intend to provide strong advocacy. I see myself filling a niche and it’s a full-time commitment.” ◘

Mehrzad 
Named 

Columbia 
Riverkeeper
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Aging Activitists Gather at Congaree National Park 
to Recall a Nick-of-Time Rescue

Bob Janiskee
(Reprinted by permission of the author and NationalParksTraveler.com)

The spectacular old-growth forest of the Congaree 
fl oodplain would have been lost forever had it not 
been for a grassroots campaign that achieved a most 

improbable victory back in the 1970s. Last weekend, veterans of the 
campaign gathered at Congaree National Park to share pictures of their 
grandchildren and memories of the long-ago struggle.

It’s Sunday afternoon, 
April 5th, and it’s a 
gorgeous spring day at 
South Carolina’s Congaree 
National Park. It’s this kind 
of day you want to pick for 
visiting the park if you don’t 
like skeeters and heat. By 
lunchtime the parking lots 
are nearly full and visitors 
are streaming into the visitor 
center and onto the park’s 
boardwalk trail.

Just a few steps from the 
westernmost parking lot sits 
a spacious picnic shelter 
built with funds supplied 
by Friends of Congaree 
Swamp. This damn fi ne 
facility testifi es to the love 
that FOCS has lavished on 
this place.

On this particular 
afternoon the shelter holds 
an unusual admixture of 
people, technology, and 
Miscellaneous Stuffe. At 
one end of the shelter is a 
table covered with yellowed 
newspaper clippings, 
dog-eared publications, 
posters, and old bumper 
stickers reading “Preserve 
the Congaree Swamp.” A 
South Carolina Educational 
Television crew has set 
up a camera, microphone, 
klieg light, and other 
paraphernalia. A reporter/
photographer for the state’s 
largest newspaper is talking 
to ranger Stuart Greeter. 
Park Superintendent Tracy 

Swartout is working the 
room.

Scattered about are 
knots and clusters of senior 
citizens and late middle-
agers who are drinking in 
every moment of this happy/
sad occasion. They are old 
friends (the very best kind) 
and they are enjoying each 
other’s company. They’ve 
come here from all over 
South Carolina, Virginia, 
Florida, and other places. 
This is their fi rst gathering in 
more than 30 years.

These oldsters are the 
people who organized 
and ran the grassroots 
campaign that saved the 
old-growth forest of the 
Congaree back in the 

early 1970s. SCETV has 
landed a grant to produce 
a documentary about 
the creation of Congaree 
National Park. It will be 
shown later this year, 
presumably coattailing on 
the Ken Burns national 
parks documentary that is 
scheduled for release this 
fall.

This event at Congaree 
has been staged for the 
cameras and microphones. 
The ETV crew wants sound 
bites. The reporter from 
The State wants quotable 
material.  The couples and 
families on the walkways 
seem not to notice the 
shelter and its occupants. 
But we are watching them. 

Participants in this 
event were:

Jim Elder
Brion Blackwelder
John Cely
Dick Watkins
Steve Collum
Larry & Nancy Turner
John & Linda Culler 

(& two grandsons)
Marie Barber Adams
Mary Barber Kirkland
Carrie Barber White
Deborah Scott Brooks
Brusi Alexander
Harriott Faucette
Bob Janiskee
Edmund and Mary Taylor
Ann Timberlake
Margot Timberlake High
Ted Snyder 

(& son Ted Snyder)
John & Rhonda Grego
Croft & Ann Jennings
Bill Frye
Guy Jones & Cynthia Flynn

From Congaree Nat’l Park:
Congaree Supt. Tracy 
Swartout

(husband Tom Swartout, 
& their son Grayson)

NPS Ranger Stuart Greeter 
(formerly at SCDNR)

NPS Ranger Kathleen 
O’Grady

From SCETV:
Betsy Newman, reporter
Gaines Halford, cameraman

From TheState:
John Monk, reporter
Rich Glickstein, photographer

Front: Guy Jones, Brion Blackwelder, John Cely, Jim Elder, Dick 
Watkins, Harriott Faucette, Betsy Newman
Back:  LaBruce Alexander, Nancy Turner, Steve Collom, Larry 
Turner, Bob Janiskee
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reminds us that the owners 
of this magnificent forest 
began harvesting trees in 
the late 1960s after their 
foresters told them that the 
forest was “economically 
overmature.” The softwoods 
on the bluffs were to be 
clear-cut for sawtimber and 
pulp on a 30-year cycle. The 
hardwoods on the floodplain 
would be cut for lumber 
and veneer-peeling on a 
50-year cycle. Huge swaths 
of old-growth forest would 
be gone in a few decades. 
Eventually none would be 
left.

Jim tells how profoundly 
moved he was when he 
first saw the giant stumps, 
deeply gouged earth, and 
clearings produced by the 
early cuts. He explains how 
his conscience wouldn’t 
let him rest easy with the 
thought of those forest 
giants being felled and 
hauled away to the mills. 
He tells how the grassroots 
campaign to save the forest 
and get a national park 
established was organized, 
fought, and won. Humble 
as always, he credits the 
efforts of many others, 
including people who could 
not be present.

Others speak in their 
turn. Dick Watkins, John 
Cely, Brion Blackwelder, 
Brusi Alexander, Ann 
Jennings, Harriott Hampton 
Faucette, Steve Collum, 
Ann Timberlake, Margot 
Timberlake High, Edmund 
Taylor, John Culler, Bill Frye. 
Each relates anecdotes that 
make us remember, make 
us laugh, make us cry.

The years have blurred 
our memories, but there 
are some things easily 
recalled. The salient fact is 
this: Legislation establishing 
this national park -- then 
designated Congaree 
Swamp National Monument 
-- was signed into law by 
President Gerald Ford on 

October 18, 1976.
It’s my turn to speak. 

There seems little to say 
that hasn’t already been 
said. I’m camera shy. 
I manage to relate an 
anecdote that goes like 
this: One afternoon I was 
working the information 
desk at the park when in 
walked Marion Burnside, 
a man who had been our 
fiercest adversary in the 
fight to save the Congaree 
forest. We chatted, and I 
asked Marion how he felt 
about the outcome of that 
long-ago battle. He told me 
that he was glad the forest 
was spared, glad that it was 
a national park. Who’d have 
thunk it?

Before I sit down I point 
out that all of us who fought 
to save the Congaree 
now know that the battle 
was a defining moment 
in our lives, a time when 
circumstances forced us to 
consider who we are, what 
we stand for, what we are 
willing to fight tooth and nail 
for. In the final analysis, I 
point out, we fought to save 
this great forest because it 
was the right thing to do.

Two hours have sped by. 
The last speaker finishes, 
sits down. We run out 
of time before all can be 
heard. In the audience I see 
faces of more campaign 
veterans. Guy Jones, Larry 
and Nancy Turner, Ted 
Snyder......

I think about the many 
who could not be there. 
Harry Hampton, James 
Tanner, Catherine Gilbert, 
Doug Salisbury, Hyman 
Rubin, Walter Bristow, 
Isadore Lourie, Bill 
Campbell, Ed Easton, John 
Terborgh, Jane Lareau, 
Brock Evans, John Hughes 
Cooper, Daryl Hickman, 
John Dennis, Charles 
Wharton, Jan Stucker, Lee 
Bandy, George Taylor..... I 
know there are more names 

I should remember, but I 
cannot. This saddens and 
embarrasses me.

Superintendent Swartout 
makes some concluding 
remarks. At one point she 
tells the group that taking 
my national park course 
at the University of South 
Carolina was what triggered 
her interest in a National 
Park Service career. I feel 
a flush of pride. Old college 
professors, like teachers 
everywhere, live through 
their students.

We eat a better-than-it-
has-to-be meal prepared 
by Friends of Congaree 
Swamp. The chatter ebbs. 
People start drifting away. 
We say our goodbyes. We 
go our separate ways.

This park will be in our 
minds and in our hearts until 
we die.

Many of us continue to 
serve the park in one way 
or another. Dick Watkins 
-- the guy in the front row 
wearing that big white 
name tag -- is the most 
conspicuous example of 
that. The National Parks 
Conservation Association 
named Dick citizen 
conservationist of the year 
in 2003 and lauded his 
“passionate, relentless, and 
effective” work in behalf of 
the park when it presented 
him with its prestigious 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
Award. The awards keep 
coming. Just this year, the 
National Wildlife Federation 
presented Dick with a 
National Conservation 
Achievement award. We 
who know Dick know that 
words and awards cannot 
adequately express what 
he has done for the park. 
Like Jim Elder and John 
Cely and Brion Blackwelder 
and some others who would 
blush if I mentioned their 
names in this context, Dick 
is an environmental hero. ◘

We know that these people 
have come to this place 
for a personal encounter 
with the most magnificent 
hardwood forest in America. 
They’ve come to see 
Redwoods East. And we 
know that this biological 
treasure wouldn’t be here 
today were it not for a 
miracle of environmental 
activism that happened 
more than three decades 
ago.

See that young couple 
over there? The ones with 
the baby stroller and the 
black lab? They may take 
this place for granted, but 
we don’t. We know what a 
close thing it was.

They were going to log 
this forest, you see, and 
anybody with half a brain 
could see that it was a done 
deal. Yet there the forest still 
stands. Good God almighty, 
there it still stands.

Our gaze moves from 
the parking lot and walkway 
to the Harry Hampton 
Visitor Center, surely one 
of the most gorgeous 
visitor centers in the entire 
National Park System. We 
look beyond to the forested 
floodplain. You can walk into 
that forest and disappear. 
There are tens of thousands 
of acres of trees out there, 
including giants of their kind. 
For every state or national 
champion there are many 
others nearly as large. This 
forest is nature’s cathedral.

The “how-are-you’s” are 
over, and it’s time for the 
main event. The klieg light 
flips on, the camera rolls, 
the chatter subsides.

Jim Elder is the first to 
speak. That’s the way it 
should be. Jim was the 
brains behind the fight to 
save this forest. He is a true 
environmental hero.

Jim says that the 
floodplain forest of the 
Congaree is the last of its 
kind, a “living dinosaur.” He 
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Post Offi ce Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
Spring 2009

Advocates for Congaree National Park 
and its unique environment.

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $ 15.00 Individual _____ $ 50.00 Advocate _____ $ 500.00 Benefactor _____ $ 50.00 Nonprofi t Org.
_____ $ 35.00 Family _____ $ 100.00 Partner  _____ $ 1000.00 Patron  _____ $ 1000.00 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
 _____ Field Trips  _____ Fundraising
 _____ Public Relations _____ Membership
 _____ Education  _____ Advocacy
 _____ Events  _____ Newsletter
 _____ Research  _____ Other: ___________

_____ New Member _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofi t 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new fi eld trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 


