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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

 By this time next year, you’ll be able to see 
Congaree National Park like it’s never been seen 
before – from the tops of the big trees to the smallest 
creature in the swamp.
 The park is working with California-based Aperture 
Films Ltd. on a project that will include four-season, 
high-definition videography, time lapses, macro 
and aerial filming, three-dimensional mapping 
and an original musical score, according to park 
Superintendent Tracy Swartout. The release will be 
celebrated, along with the park’s 35th anniversary, 
during special events next summer.
 Aperture was selected during a competitive-bid 
process, facilitated by the National Park Service’s 
Harper’s Ferry Design Center in West Virginia. The 
company, which has been nominated for multiple 
Academy Awards, produced the Blue Ridge Parkway 
film, the Channel Islands National Park film and 
the Sequoia/Kings Canyon film, among others. The 
filmmakers’ creative work to capture the scale of the 
giant sequoias, as well as the aerials shot along the 
Blue Ridge Parkway were essential to bringing those 
locations to life, Swartout said.
 “The National Park backcountry experience and its 
extreme nature videography was key in our decision to 
go with Aperture,” she said.

 The crew worked to capture park flooding in early 
February this year, returned in late April/early May 
to get the spring vegetation and in July to get the 
champion tree shots and the aerials. The final visit will 
be in November.
 The result will be three new products:

An 18-to-22 minute introductory film to be shown •	
in the Visitor Centers’ auditorium

A three-minute short film, which could be used at •	
the Convention and Visitors Bureau, the airport, 
movie theaters, interstate welcome centers, during 
televised USC football games, etc. 

A 30- to 60-second “spot” that can be used on •	
television for promotional purposes as part of 
community-service programming.

 All three versions will be included on a DVD that 
will be available for purchase in the park’s bookstore 
starting in 2011.
 “The film will allow us to connect with a larger 
audience and show off the big trees and the park’s 
biodiversity,” Swartout said.
 She added that this film will be used in addition to, 
not instead of, the “creation story” film that is now 
being used. 
 “We’ll always preserve the creation story,” she 
said.”It’s one of the things that makes Congaree 
unique from other parks in the country. It shows 
the power of one and grass-roots advocacy. It 
demonstrates what’s possible.”
 The new film will show the park changes during the 
seasons. It also will show the role of flooding and its 
impact on the ecosystem, she said.
 “You’ll get a sense of water as the lifeblood of 
Congaree National Park,” she said. 
 In addition to the biodiversity and the big trees, 
the film will illustrate the interrelatedness of the 

The New Park Film Story

Park Film continued page 3
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President’s Corner

Dr. John Grego

SCE&G Wateree Station

In our Spring 2010 newsletter, we had reported on 
revisions to the draft NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System) wastewater permit for SCE&G’s 
Wateree Station Coal Plant. SCDHEC had proposed to 
revise its recent NPDES in reaction to new guidelines 
implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency. 

We discussed the energetic public reaction to the plan, 
and Friends’ comments.  On June 15, 2010, SCDHEC 
released a Final Decision.  The new permit included some 
conditions that reflected public concern with the plans, but 
did not address long-standing issues with the ash ponds.  
Specifically, 

Monitoring frequency of arsenic will be increased•	
The permit will be revisited if arsenic levels •	
changed in reaction to new EPA guidelines
The permit requires a separate permitting process •	
for construction storm water runoff
60,000 tons of coal ash will need to be removed •	
from the coal ash basins through December 2012, 
the expiration date of the permit

These steps were all improvements from the draft.  Note 
that 60,000 tons of coal ash sounds impressive, but the 
ponds have a total surface area of 170 acres, so those 
60,000 tons translate to only 3 to 4 inches of coal ash being 
removed.

Friends of Congaree Swamp has always argued that the 
coal ash ponds need to be remediated and retired; the final 
condition seemed to place coal ash pond remediation on 
the table.  Friends of Congaree Swamp requested a final 
review conference by the SCDHEC Board with the specific 
intention of discussing the ponds; attorneys representing 
local property owner Heath Hill also requested a final 
review conference.  At its August 8 meeting, the SCDHEC 
Board chose not to review the permit.  Friends of Congaree 
Swamp chose not to appeal this decision.

Concurrently, the EPA has scheduled public hearings and 
public comments on regulating coal ash at plants across 
the country.  The Catawba/ Wateree watershed has 6 coal-
fired power plants (including the SCE&G Wateree Station), 
and the Catawba/Wateree Riverkeeper organization, led by 
David Merryman, has led other advocacy groups in South 
Carolina in supporting stricter standards for managing fly 
ash.  The public hearing process culminates in a September 
14 hearing in Asheville NC. 

US 601

After Judge Margaret Seymour’s September 2008 
decision requiring a new Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement in the US 601 bridges 
case, we had hoped that SCDOT (SC Department 
of Transportation) and  FHWA (Federal Highways 
Administration) would more seriously consider concerns 
shared by the National Park Service and Friends of 
Congaree Swamp.  As we reported in the Winter 2009 
newsletter, SCDOT prepared a modified Environmental 
Assessment with little input from the park service and 
resource agencies, and without judicial review.  The 
modified EA was riddled with errors and omissions, but 
FHWA still planned to use it as the basis for their decision 
on whether to issue a Finding Of No Significant Impact. 

FHWA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact on April 
5, 2010.  US Army Corps of Engineers issued a permit 
allowing wetlands fill needed for the project (a so-called 
404 permit) one day later on April 6.  Friends of Congaree 
Swamp did not learn of these actions until early May, and 
promptly confirmed that neither agency had contacted 
National Park Service staff.  Friends of Congaree Swamp 
has received a copy of the 404 permit through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, and has issued additional requests 
to review USACE’s Statement of Finding (a review of 
its permitting decision) and project file. In the meantime, 
SCDOT, with all its permits in place, has proceeded with 
the contracting process and awarded the project to an 
engineering firm.  Work on the US 601 project could start 
at any time while Friends of Congaree Swamp and others 
continue to review our options.



3Summer 2010 Friends of Congaree Swamp © 2010 All Rights Reserved

Alpine Utilities Permit
On May 23, SC DHEC (SC Department of Health and Environmental Control) released a final decision on the NPDES 
permit for the Alpine Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant on Stoop Creek, a tributary of the Saluda River.  In a widely-
publicized environmental violation, Alpine Utilities had released partially treated sewage into the Saluda River in July 
and August 2008, an event that precipitated the River Summit later that year, and led to the formation of the Congaree 
Riverkeeper organization.  Many local environmental groups had objected to the draft permit both in written comments 
and at a February 25, 2010 public hearing.   

In public comments, Friends of Congaree Swamp objected to the lack of daily (or instantaneous) maximum limits on 
important analytes—including Fecal Coliform, which seemed a particularly egregious omission given the plant’s history. 
Friends of Congaree Swamp also requested that the operator provide timely notification of problems to regulatory 
agencies and the general public.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) had released a consent order that that required an Emergency Action Plan, 
which anticipated several complaints made by advocacy organizations and private citizens.  Nonetheless, both Friends 
and others felt that the Emergency Action Plan, while improving maintenance and reducing the chance of future incidents, 
did not provide a remedy in the event that effluent had to be discharged.  Some groups had suggested that an additional 
detention pond should be constructed, so that effluent could be discharged to the pond in an emergency, rather than 
discharging untreated or partially treated effluent into Stoop Creek.

In the final permit decision, SCDHEC responded to some of the concerns above by improving applicant notification of 
SCDHEC in the event of any noncompliance, requiring a Public Notification Program, restoring monitoring of some 
analytes, increasing the monitoring frequency of other analytes, and restoring a daily maximum limit for others.

Though public input appeared to have improved the permit substantially, the most serious question raised by the public 
was left unanswered—will SCDHEC’s permit prevent future releases to Stoop Creek and the Saluda River?  In its 
response to public input, SCDHEC claimed that it did not have a specific regulatory basis to require such a solution (e.g, 
construction of a detention pond).  Members of the environmental community feel SCDHEC has more discretion to 
add requirements to its permits than it currently exercises, and felt that could form the basis for an appeal.  Though this 
fundamental issue was left unresolved, no appeal of the permit decision was filed.

landscape – from the confluence of the Saluda and the 
Broad rivers to form the Congaree River in downtown 
Columbia to the wilderness of the park and beyond, 
including an ox-bow lake that is forming downstream 
on the Wateree River.
 Three-dimensional maps of the park’s vast 
watershed interspersed with real footage will provide 
a unique perspective and show the potential for impact 
that outside activities can have on the park. 
 While Swartout has been shepherding the film 
project over the last couple of years, she recognizes 
the work began long before her arrival in the park.
 “We’re reaping the benefits of the seeds Martha 
planted” for the film, she said.
 She replaced Martha Bogle as park superintendent in 
2006.

Park Film continued from page 1
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Field Trips & Events in Review

CNP’s Annual NABA Butterfly Count 
By Christina Hulslander

What is all the excitement that drew more than 20 
people out into the intense heat and humidity of 
a South Carolina summer day for nearly 6 hours?  
Butterflies! 298 of them, representing 36 different 
species!  Congaree’s annual butterfly count, held 
on Saturday June 26th, continued the tradition 
of luring citizen scientists out to inventory the 
summer populations of butterfly (Lepidoptera) 
species.  The data collected from butterflies 
observed during this one day count is sent to the 
North American Butterfly Association (www.
naba.org) and is compiled with butterfly data from 
around the continent.  This “census” of Congaree 
National Park’s summer butterflies is always held 
during the end of June or the beginning of July, 
which for the Carolinas, reflects a brief period of 
summer doldrums when butterfly activity slows.  
It is likely that specific butterfly species are 
“between broods”, meaning the adults have laid 
eggs and died off, but the new generation has not 
emerged from egg, caterpillar, or chrysalis. 

The 21 participants this year noticed low numbers 
of butterflies, less than last year at this time, 
although species diversity was similar.  During 
the count, each butterfly observed is identified and 
recorded, so the count included overall butterfly 
numbers and species types. It is unclear why 
there were lower numbers of butterflies detected 
this year since we did not have the prolonged 
extremes of weather that can typically account 
for population changes (drought, excessive rain, 
severe heat, etc).  Note that the low to mid-90 
degree temperatures and high humidity were not 
“extreme” conditions for this annual count, hot 
and humid is typical for this count.  And that 
makes it all the more impressive that so many 
volunteers participated!   

Thanks to 2010 count participants: JG Santini, 
Dave Kastner, Marty Kastner, Stephanie Eaddy, 
Robert Eaddy, Raymond Bennett, Emily Bennett, 
Hannah Anderson, Sarah Schulte, Beth Walker, 
Bret Hegler, Steven McNamara, Kimberly 
Meitzen, Sudie Thomas, John Grego, Doug Allen, 
Jim Stiver, Brandon Cambell, Krista Tomaro, 
Dennis Forsythe, and count leader Christina 
Hulslander.   The park is grateful to each of our 
citizen scientists, whose efforts help us learn more 
about the wonderful organisms that are found 
within Congaree National Park. 

Consider joining park staff and Carolina Butterfly 
Society volunteers for an autumn butterfly count 
on Saturday September 18th beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
Call 803-776-4396 ext. 0 to register.  Beginners 
are welcome.  Butterfly numbers are typically 
much higher in the Carolinas during the early fall 
months and it is often a few degrees cooler by 
then!

Creole Pearly-eye, Enodia creola.
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June 26th count results

Butterfly species observed,  species Latin name, 
numbers counted throughout the day.

Zebra*, 1. Eurytides marcellus-10
Eastern Tiger*, 2. Papilio glaucus 2
Palamedes*, 3. Papilio palamedes-5
Checkered White*, 4. Pontia protodice-6
Orange/Alfalfa Sulphur*, 5. Colias eurytheme-2
Cloudless Sulphur*, 6. Phoebis sennae-2
Sleepy Orange*, 7. Eurema nicippe-54
Gray Hairstreak*, 8. Strymon melinus-4
Spring/Summer Azure*, 9. Celastrina  sp.-2
Eastern Tailed Blue*, 10. Everes comyntas-5
Snout*, 11. Libytheana carinenta-2
Variegated Frittilary*, 12. Euptoieta Claudia- 2
Phaon Crescent, 13. Phycoides phaon-1
Pearl Cresent*, 14. Phycoides tharos-27
Red Admiral*, 15. Vanessa atalanta-2
Common Buckeye*, 16. Junonia coenia-51
Red-spotted Purple*, 17. Limenitis arthemis 
astyanax-7
Hackberry Emperor*, 18. Asterocampa celtis-4
Tawny Emperor*, 19. Asterocampa clyton-4
Southern Pearly-Eye*, 20. Enodia portlandia-1
Creole Pearly-eye*, 21. Enodia creola-9
Appalachian Brown*, 22. Satyrode Appalachia-7
Gemmed Satyr*, 23. Cyllopsis gemma-1 
Carolina Satyr*, 24. Hermenuptychia sosybius-11
Common Wood Nymph*, 25. Cercyonis pegal-1
Silver-spotted skipper*, 26. Phocides pigmalion-3
Horace’s Duskywing*, 27. Erynnis horatius-26
White Checkered Skipper-28. Pyrgus albescens-6
Common Sootywing*, 29. Pholisora catullus-1
Zarruco Duskywing,30.  Erynnis zarucco- 1
Clouded Skipper*, 31. Lermema accius-1
Fiery Skipper*, 32. Hylephila phyleus-11
Sachem*, 33. Atalopedes campestris-8
Dun Skipper*, 34. Euphyes vestis-3
Lace-winged Roadside Skipper*, 35. Amblyscirtes 
aesculapius-16
Crossline Skipper/Tawny-edged Skipper -1 36. 
(very similar in appearance)

TOTALS-
36 species
298 individuals

Lace-winged Roadside Skipper, Amblyscirtes 
aesculapius, was one of seven observed on a single 
Buttonbush.

Don’t Forget Our New 
Friends Benefit! 

Eastern National has agreed to provide 
members of Friends with a 15% discount on 
all items sold at the Harry Hampton Visitors 
Center. Be sure to notify park staff that you are 
a member whenever you purchase items at the 
park.

Please keep your email 
address current to receive 
special notices about new 

field trips and other events, 
scheduling changes, and 

acknowledgements. 
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Eighth Annual Congaree 
SwampFest

Friday and Saturday
October 1-2, 2010

The popular Congaree SwampFest is a unique 
opportunity to celebrate the rich heritage of 
Lower Richland.  The Eighth Annual SwampFest 
will be held Friday and Saturday, October 1-2, 
2010.  The weekend will begin Friday with an 
“Evening of BBQ, Blues & Jazz” at the historic 
Harriet Barber House, 116 Barberville Loop in 
Hopkins.  Tickets for this fundraiser are $15, and 
all proceeds will benefit the educational programs 
sponsored by SERCO.  The concert will begin at 
7 PM, featuring the renowned blues singer, Drink 
Small.  Then on Saturday, October 2nd at 11 AM, 
the festivities continue at Congaree National Park 
and on the grounds of the Old Mount Moriah 
Church, where a wide array of multicultural artists 
(singers, dancers, instrumentalists, etc.) will 
perform. Marie Barber Adams and Deborah Scott 
Brooks will be signing copies of their new book:  
African Americans of Lower Richland County.

Free shuttle buses will carry visitors from the 
festival site to Congaree National Park (Friends 
of Congaree Swamp will have a table at the park).  
Activities will run throughout the day, offering 
a great opportunity for visitors to experience 
the rich culture of the Lower Richland Heritage 
Corridor.  Admission is FREE!  No matter the age 
or interest, there are activities for everyone!  Bring 
your family and friends and enjoy a day out in 
Richland County.

Big Bird Walk 
Congaree National Park 

Saturday, September 25, 2010
8:00 AM

Harry Hampton Visitors Center

Coordinator: Kathleen O’Grady
Leaders: John Grego and Kathleen O’Grady

Congaree National Park and Friends of Congaree 
Swamp will co-host their second annual Big 
Bird Walk to celebrate the Fall migration.  We 
can’t promise big birds, but birds are a big deal 
at Congaree National Park, a Globally Important 
Bird Area.  Neotropical migrants will be moving 
from their breeding grounds in North America 
to Central America, South America, and the 
Caribbean.  Some of these neotropical migrants 
tend to show up early in the park and linger before 
moving on.  We have pushed back the date a 
couple weeks from last year to coincide with the 
height of migration.

We will gather at the Visitors Center at 8:00 AM 
and then hike for 3 or 4 miles in the park.  Wear 
long pants and light hiking shoes, bring binoculars 
and drinking water, and be prepared for bugs.

Contact: Register by calling Congaree National 
Park, 803-776-4396

Upcoming Field Trips & Events
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On the Riverstone Funding Trail
During recent years, the National Park Service has purchased parts of the 1,840-acre Riverstone tract as funding became 
available:

156.25 acres in May 2008.•	
837.75 acres in June 2009, using $2.69 million allocated by Congress for FY 2009. •	
412.5 acres in March 2010, using $1.32 million allocated by Congress for FY 2010.•	

For FY 2011, we are hopeful that Congress will allocate $1.4 million for the National Park Service to purchase 434 acres 
of the Riverstone property, thereby completing acquisition of the 1,840-acre tract.

On July 22, 2010, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies approved a 
bill which includes $1.4 million for Congaree National Park land acquisition.  This was the first step in legislation for FY 
2011 Interior appropriations – with many steps yet to come when Congress returns to Washington after Labor Day.

Upcoming Field Trips & Events

Friends Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 24, 2010

Be sure to set aside Sunday afternoon on 
October 24 on your calendar.  The Friends of 
Congaree Swamp will be holding their annual 
meeting and oyster roast at Mill Creek Hunt 
Club off Old Bluff Road.  The 3000-acre 
property includes historic Goose Pond.  Robert 
Barber of Bowen’s Island will again provide 
local SC oysters for our roast, while Friends 
members provide their usual able culinary 
assistance. Look for registration information 
soon.

Virgin Cypress Boat Trip
Saturday, November 6, 2010

8:30-2:00
Although most of the virgin stands of bald cypress in the 
Congaree National Park were removed a hundred years 
ago, there are surprisingly some still nice specimens and 
scattered small stands remaining, especially in the east end.
We will have a rare opportunity to see some of these virgin 
cypress, including the current state champion, on a boat trip 
to the east end of the Park on Saturday, 6 November, 2010.  

Please meet in the after hours parking lot at 8:30; from 
there we will car pool to the 601 boat landing, and should 
get back to the after hours lot no later than 2:00.

Bring some water, beverage, snacks or a light lunch 
but hold off on the large coolers because of space 
considerations on the boats.  We will be doing some off-
trail walking so participants should be in good physical 
condition and wear comfortable walking shoes or boots.

Due to space considerations and the anticipated popularity 
of this trip, we will have to limit it this trip to members 
of Friends of Congaree Swamp only.  If you are not a 
member, or your membership has lapsed, now would be a 
good time to renew or join.  

We will only have room for 18 people on a first come basis; 
contact John Cely at jecely@sc.rr.com
Or call 782-7450 to sign up
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Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
Spring 2007

Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $ 15.00 Individual _____ $ 50.00 Advocate _____ $ 500.00 Benefactor _____ $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $ 35.00 Family _____ $ 100.00 Partner  _____ $ 1000.00 Patron  _____ $ 1000.00 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
 _____ Field Trips  _____ Fundraising
 _____ Public Relations _____ Membership
 _____ Education  _____ Advocacy
 _____ Events  _____ Newsletter
 _____ Research  _____ Other: ___________

 _____ New Member _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 


