
Advocating for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

www.friendsofcongaree.org Fall 2012

Friends of Congaree Swamp 

News
Save the date

See Save the date, page 7

SERCO hosts Friends’
annual meeting in Hopkins
By John Grego

Friends of  Congaree 
Swamp met Oct. 28 at the 
historic Harriet Barber House 
in Hopkins for its 2012 
Annual Meeting. Our hosts 
were SERCO (Southeast 
Rural Community Outreach) 
members and Barber family 
descendants Marie Barber 
Adams, Mary Barber Kirkland 
and Carrie Barber White. 

After 
registration, 
members 
carpooled 
to our tour 
sites. Allen 
House led 
a tour of  
Wateree 
Baptist 
Retreat 
Center, a 
44-acre tract 

along Cedar Creek owned by 
St. John Baptist Church (Rev. 
Sammy Wade, pastor) that 
the church plans to use in part 
as a camping site. The center 
includes a trail through the 
Cedar Creek floodplain with 
beautiful views of  the creek.

Members also visited the 

Neal Ecological Research and 
Education Center and Nature 
Preserve, a 58-acre conservation 
easement on Rev. J.P. Neal 
Jr.’s property. Visitors were 
charmed by the preserve’s lake 
with its interesting overlooks 
and boardwalk. They also 
visited Cabin Branch, reviewed 
historical documents in the 
meeting hall, and received a 
personal tour of  the Reese 
Cemetery from Rev. Neal 
and Dr. Clarence Hill of  The 
Council of  Village Elders.

Members could also visit 
the Harriet Barber House. The 
house sits on property that 
has been in the family since 
1870, part of  a 43-acre parcel 
purchased through the S.C. 
Sinking Fund Commission. 
University of  South Carolina 
Prof. Bob Weyeneth’s public 
history seminar established 
that is was the only land 
purchased by African 
Americans through the Sinking 
Fund that has remained in 
the same family. The house 
itself  was built 10 years after 
the property was purchased.

At the business meeting, 

Christmas Bird Count

The Congaree Swamp 
Christmas Bird Count will 
begin at 7 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 16, in the Visitor 
Center parking lot.

Bird enthusiasts have been 
conducting Christmas Bird 
Counts in North America 
since 1900. A Christmas 
Bird Count (or CBC) is an 
all-day effort to find and 
identify as many wild birds 
as possible within a 15-
mile diameter circle. This 
effort, which now includes 
more than 2,200 circles 
and 63,000 participants 
annually, is sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society. 
Results may be reviewed at 
www.birds.audubon.org/
christmas-bird-count. 

The Congaree Swamp 
Christmas Bird Count 
(founded by Robin Carter) 
includes most of  the national Allen House

See Annual Meeting, page 3
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New Superintendent

Another “Tracy S,” Tracy Stakely, has 
been hired as Congaree National Park’s new 
superintendent and will start work at the park 
in January 2013. 

Since Tracy Swartout accepted  the 
position as assistant superintendent at Mount 
Rainier National Park, five Congaree National 
Park division heads have been serving rotating 
two week terms as acting superintendent: 
Jonathan Belson (Administration), Lauren 
Gurniewicz (Interpretation), Terri Hogan 
(Resource Management), Duane Michael (Law 
Enforcement), and Doug Crossen (Facilities).

Tracy is originally from Chattanooga, Tenn. 
He received a Masters of  Landscape Architecture 
from Louisiana State University and eventually 
moved to the Cultural Resources Division of  
the National Park Service’s Southeast Region 
office in Atlanta.  He has served there for 14 
years, and has been branch chief  for the Cultural 
Landscapes Program since 2003.  His program 
identifies landscape resources in the Southeast and 
provides park managers with technical assistance 
in cultural resource management and preservation.

Tracy’s wife Cheri teaches pre-kindergarten 
classes in Dekalb County Schools.  Tracy 
and Cheri have two children—Bryson, 
10, and Bella, 8.  He’s written an open 
letter with more detail on page 5.

SwampFest Art Compeition

In addition to our usual presence at Mount 
Moriah Church during SwampFest on Oct. 2, 
Friends of  Congaree Swamp sponsored the 
SwampFest Student Art Competition for the first 
time. Southeast Rural Community Outreach 
(SERCO) has been the sole sponsor for this 
competition previously, and asked for assistance 
this year.  The student art competition, open to 
students from kindergarten through eighth grade, 
highlights the park’s wildlife, natural resources and 
recreational opportunities.

Congaree National Park staff  judged the 
competition, and awarded first place and 
honorable mention for each grade.  I would like 
to think they were unbiased, but I could not help 
noticing that one of  the student award winners 
depicted visitors placing money in the donation 
box at the Visitor Center. Staff  and SERCO 
members plan to travel to students’ schools 
to present awards.  All student entries will be 
on display in the Visitor Center through early 
December.

VIP Dinner

The park holds a dinner every year for its VIP 
(Volunteers in Parks) members, typically in early 
December at Palmetto Pig.  VIP members help 
at the interpretive desk, facilities maintenance, 
canoe tours, educational programs, and many 
other tasks throughout the year.  Some volunteers 
have reached special milestones over the years, 
with 2,000 or even 3,000 volunteer hours.

The park recently learned that the dinner cannot 
be funded through its foundation, and sought 
Friends of  Congaree Swamp sponsorship for the 
dinner.  We were happy to help out and would 
especially like to thank River Runner Outdoor 
Center and Guy Jones for co-sponsoring the event.

1% for the Planet

Friends of  Congaree 
Swamp recently qualified 
as an eligible non-profit 
for 1% for the Planet. We 
were encouraged to apply 
by Friends member Blaney Coskrey, whose firm, 
Coskrey Law Office, participates in the program.

See Grego, page 3
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we recognized our hosts and 
our NPS guests, including 
Terri Hogan, Lauren Serra, 
Corinne Fenner and Kate 
Baustian, a GeoCorps intern. 

Departing board member 
Sally Knowles was cited for 
her board service and her 
continuing work with the 
monthly Nature Discovery 
Program. Sally continues to 
lead a monthly Saturday walk. 

We shared news of  the 
new superintendent, Tracy 
Stakely, and elected Kate 
Hartley to the board and re-
elected board members Richard 
Watkins, Kevin Fisher, Andy 
Fiffick and Sharon Kelly. 

Shortly before the business 
meeting was scheduled to 

end, a pair of  escaped emus 
from an adjacent property 
wandered on to the scene 
looking for food, effectively 
ending the business meeting on 
a somewhat chaotic note. The 
emus overstayed their welcome 
during the evening meal, but 
we found a nice quiet storage 
shed for them to decompress.

We then settled down to our 
oyster roast, catered by Robert 
Barber of  Bowen’s Island 
Restaurant. Friends members 
prepared roasted vegetables—
fennel, potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
parsnips, carrots, Brussels 
sprouts, rutabagas, turnips—you 
name it, we roasted it. Andy 
Fiffick presided over his grilled 
chicken, chili was served, and 
Marie’s husband James Adams 
surprised us with a delicious 
fish stew. Dinner ended with 
a great selection of  desserts.

We would like to thank 

Did she find a pearl?

Annual Meeting
continued from page 1

Grego
continued from page 2

1% for the Planet was 
started in 2001 by famous 
mountaineer and Patagonia 
founder, Yvon Chouinard and 
Craig Matthews, owner of  Blue 
Ribbon Flies. Participating 
businesses are encouraged to 

donate 1% of  their sales to 
qualified environmental non-
profit organizations. Currently, 
more than 1,000 businesses 
participate, though only about 
20 of  those businesses are 
based in the Carolinas. Look 
for the 1% for the Planet 
logo on our website and 
other Friends materials.

our volunteers who prepared 
food, helped with all aspects of  
recycling, provided beverages 
and helped with clean-up and 
set-up: LaBruce Alexander, 
Mardie Faucette, Andy Fiffick, 
Rhonda Grego, Kate Hartley, 
Carolyn Hudson, Miriam 
Oudejans, Dennis Poole, Jeanie 
Prothro, Bob Render, Warren 
Steckle, Alice Steinke, Janet 
Swigler, Lynn Teague, Mitchell 
West and Virginia Winn. 

And a special thanks again 
to SERCO for sharing the 
Harriet Barber House with us.

Rev. J.P. Neal Jr. and Marie Barber 
Adams

Emus made themselves at home
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More than 2,100 butterflies

September butterfly count nets 47 species
By Terri Hogan 
Integrated Resource Manager

I would like to thank the 

volunteers so much for all 

of  their hard work making 

the Sept. 15 NABA Seasonal 

Butterfly Count a success at 

Congaree National Park. 

We had 24 volunteer 

participants who contributed 

more than 110 hours to this 

effort. We also send our deep-

felt gratitude to Marty and 

Dave Kastner of  the Carolina 

Butterfly Society for providing 

Butterfly Identification 

training and for mobilizing 

folks knowledgeable about 

butterfly identification. 

I want to thank all group 

leaders and those who willingly 

contributed their knowledge 

on the day of  the count and 

reviewed and edited the final 

list. The results are spectacular 

with 2,125 butterflies counted 

representing 47 species. 

We look forward to seeing 

everyone again next year 

for the 2013 NABA Annual 

Butterfly Count (likely in 

June 2013) and a 2013 NABA 

Seasonal Butterfly Count 

which will be scheduled 

for September of  2013.

NABA Seasonal  
Butterfly Count List
Congaree National Park
Sept. 15, 2012

American Snout  17
Appalachian Brown  10
Carolina Satyr  354
Checkered White  2
Clouded Skipper  104
Clouded Sulphur  2
Cloudless Sulphur  206
Common Buckeye  110
Creole Pearly-Eye  1
Crossline Skipper  5
Dun Skipper  44
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 7 
(Calhoun County 1 dark morph    
    female)
Eastern-tailed Blue  34
Fiery Skipper  21
Gemmed Satyr  3
Gray Hairstreak  7
Gulf Fritillary  334
Hackberry Emperor  4
Hoary Edge  1
Lace-Winged Roadside Skipper  48
Least Skipper  4
Little Glassywing  3
Little Yellow  86

Male Sleepy OrangeMale Cloudless Sulphur

Long-Tailed Skipper  13
Monarch  2
Orange Sulphur  59
Painted Lady  17
Palamedes Swallowtail  6
Pearl Crescent  131
Question Mark  3
Red Admiral  2
Red-Banded Hairstreak  3
Red-spotted Purple  27
Sachem  2
Silver-spotted Skipper  14
Sleepy Orange  57
Southern Pearly-Eye  7
Southern Skipperling  4
Spicebush Swallowtail  9
Texan Crescent  1
Variegated Fritillary  80
Viceroy  3
Whirlabout  1
White Checkered-Skipper  235
Zabulon Skipper  33
Zarucco Duskywing  1
Zebra Swallowtail  8

Brazilian Skipper Caterpillar 2  
(Richland County record)
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A letter from the new superintendent
Hi All,

Here’s a bit about me and 
my family—with a little more 
detail than what you might 
read on InsideNPS in an 
“official” announcement.

I have spent the past 14 years 
working in cultural resource 
management for the National 
Park Service, serving as the 
branch chief  for the Cultural 
Landscapes Program in the 
Southeast Region since 2003. 

Under my guidance, my 
fantastic regional program 
staff  has made significant 
progress in identifying the 
region’s landscape resources 
and providing park managers 
and staff  with technical 
assistance and guidance to 
aid in cultural and natural 
resource management and 
preservation. I’ve also provided 
assistance to parks in my 
various collateral duty roles, 
including serving as a member 
of  the SER Cultural Resources 
Division’s management team, 
the program manager for the 
Cultural Cyclic Maintenance 
Program, the fund manager 
of  the ONPS-Cultural fund 
source, and as a member of  
the Southeast Region Cultural 
Resources Advisory Group. 

I’ve also served on several 
service-wide workgroups and 
teams, including the cultural 
resource assessment team after 
the Gulf  oil spill incident, 
the national workgroup to 
revise NPS national cemetery 
operations, and the committee 
to update the nationwide 
Programmatic Agreement for 

Section 106 
compliance.

Prior to my 
work in the 
Southeast, I 
was a staff  
landscape 
architect at 
the Olmsted 
Center for 
Landscape 
Preservation, a 
NPS technical 
service center 
based in 
Boston, Mass. 
In this capacity, 
I was primary researcher and 
author of  cultural landscape 
reports and related planning 
documents. I also developed 
treatment plans and the 
proved technical assistance to 
park staff  to inform cultural 
landscape management.

The majority of  my 
NPS career has been in the 
regional office setting where 
I have focused on providing 
quality support to park staff  
and managers to meet park, 
program, regional, and national 
goals for resource management. 
I realize the limitations I have 
in park-based experience, but 
I do have extensive experience 
working on numerous projects 
with staff  from all park 
divisions, park and regional 
partners, and contractors, which 
I think will help me greatly in 
my new role as superintendent. 

I do have some park-based 
experience gained in two 
short-term assignments. I 
served as acting superintendent 

at Kennesaw Mountain 
National Battlefield Park and 
as acting chief  of  science 
and resource management 
at Mammoth Cave.

I have a masters of  landscape 
architecture degree from 
Louisiana State University, 
and recently completed 
a graduate certificate in 
Leadership for Public Lands 
and Cultural Heritage through 
the Academic Consortium, 
a learning and development 
program cosponsored by 
the NPS, Eppley Institute 
for Park Management, and 
six partner universities. 

My cohort group in this 
program came to Congaree 
last January during one of  our 
residential components, where 
we were introduced to the park 
resources and the significant 
work you are doing at the park 
and with local communities.

My wife Cheri and I are both 
from Chattanooga, Tenn., and 

The Stakelys: Bryson, Bella, Cheri and Tracy

See Stakely, page 7
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Plan to control wild pigs taking shape
The staff  of  Congaree 

National Park is taking an 
active approach to address 
the burgeoning population 
of  wild pigs in the park.

Wild pigs have been a 
problem since early settlers in 
the area turned domestic swine 
loose to forage. As early as 
1540, the DeSoto Expedition 
brought along a herd of  pigs for 
food. Some of  them escaped 
into the the floodplains of  
the Congaree and Wateree 
rivers. Eventually, the pigs 
interbred with Eurasian wild 
boar and continued to thrive 
in the swampy floodplains.

Wild pigs reach puberty 
between five and 12 months, 
but sometimes as early as three 
to four months. They can 
produce one or more litters of  
three to eight piglets a year.

The effects of  this non-native 
species on park ecosystem, 
resources and wilderness 
character are severe. They 
root, wallow and develop 
game trails. They compete for 

food with native 
species such as deer, 
raccoon, turkey 
and waterfowl. 
They prey on 
vegetation, ground-
nesting birds, small 
mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians and 
invertebrates. They 
contribute to the 
spread of  non-native 
invasive plants. They 
tramp vegetation, 
uproot plants, eat roots and 
tubers, expose and damage 
tree roots, and change the 
plant community composition 
and structure. The integrity 
of  the entire bottomland 
forest ecosystem is at risk.

Wild pigs can also act 
aggressively toward park 
visitors and staff. In addition, 
cultural resources within the 
park, including historic earthen 
structures listed on the National 
Register of  Historic Places and 
several sensitive archeological 
sites have been damaged by pigs 

rooting and wallowing.
Several studies by 

Clemson graduate 
students showed that 
wild pigs like to root 
and wallow in low wet 
areas and documented 
their impact on native 
freshwater mussels. 

After research was 
completed in 2008, 
active management 
of  the park’s wild 
pigs began in 
cooperation with 
the U.S. Department 

of  Agriculture’s wildlife 
biologists experienced in 
controlling wild pigs. They 
trap the pigs and shoot 
them, leaving the carcasses 
to decompose naturally. To 
ensure visitor safety, areas 
of  the park are closed during 
wild pig control operations. 

The park staff  is developing a 
wild pig management plan and 
seeking funding to implement 
it. Hunting is not an option 
in the park, but the draft plan 
recommends coordination with 
adjacent landowners since wild 
pigs move between private and 
public lands. The plan will be 
open for public review and 
comment before it is finalized. 

The park’s Resource 
Management staff  participates 
in the S.C. Wild Hog Task 
Force, which was established 
by Clemson University to 
coordinate educational, 
research and management 
efforts to reduce problems 
caused by wild pigs in the state.

Abstracted from a report by Terri 
Hogan, integrated resource manager.

Feral hog

Sow and piglets
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Save the Date
continued from page 1

park and adjacent areas, 
from Gadsden in Richland 
County to St. Matthews 
in Calhoun County. 

The Congaree Swamp 
CBC had the highest count of  
yellow-bellied sapsuckers in 
the country last year, and we 
often have high totals for other 
woodpecker species, barred 
owls (naturally!), winter wrens, 
hermit thrushes, ruby-crowned 
kinglets and others. Last year, 
we also counted more than 300 
rusty blackbirds, one of  the 
highest totals in the country for 
this declining species.  For the 
last two years, we have recorded 
95 species—the highest total 
in the history of  the count.

Join us to help out. If  you 
are a novice, an expert birder 
will lead you around the 
boardwalk and Bluff  Trail in the 
morning, which are excellent 
sites for some of  the park’s most 
interesting wintering species 
and permanent residents, 
including winter wren, red-
headed woodpecker and fox 
sparrow. You may stay as long 
as you like. A participation 
fee is no longer charged, so if  
you’re interested in this free 
event please contact John 
Grego at 331-3366 or email 
jrgrego@mindspring.com

Big Tree Hike

Here’s a chance to blaze your 
own trail as Friends sponsors 
a Big Tree Hike along a long-
unused spur. Gather at 9 a.m. 
on  Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013, 

When the National Park 
Service first began operations 
at Congaree National Park, 
one of  its first priorities was the 
construction of  a trail system 
to allow visitor access. One of  
these trails, now defunct, was 
called the Eagle Trail. It was a 
spur off  of  Weston Lake Loop 
and followed the ridge along 
Running Gut and then made 
its way north to Big Pine Gut, 
passing near Persimmon Pond.

 This area has some nice large 
pines, sweet gums, oaks, and 
other bottomland hardwood 
species, including a former 
national champion persimmon 
that is more than seven feet in 
circumference and 120 feet tall.

Over the years much of  the 
old trail has grown up, to the 

at the Visitor Center. The hike 
will last until 2 p.m., so bring 
lunch and something to drink.

A laurel oak along the trail

Stakely
continued from page 5

extent that we will be making 
our own trail, so to speak, for 
much of  the way. Participants 
should be in good physical 
condition with sturdy foot 
wear. Total walking distance 
will be about six miles, half  of  
which will be on maintained 
trails, the other half  making 
our own way. The hike will 
be limited to 30 people. 

Contact John Cely at 803-
782-7450 or jecely@sc.rr.
com  to sign up. Preference 
will be given to members of  
Friends of  Congaree Swamp.

we’ve been married for 21 years. 
Cheri is a pre-kindergarten 
teacher and currently teaches 
for the Dekalb County Schools 
here in Atlanta. We have two 
children who keep us quite 
busy. Bryson is a 10-year-old 
fourth grader who loves to write 
stories and create comics, and is 
just finishing up playing during 
the fall baseball season. Bella is 
an 8-year-old first grader who 
loves to read, garden, and swim. 

Our family, including our 
dog Dixie, keeps busy with a 
variety of pursuits, including 
traveling, hiking, camping, 
gardening, church activities, and 
kids’ sporting events. We are 
excited about our move to the 
Columbia area and Congaree 
(well, Bryson not so much, 
but he’s coming around!) and 
hope for a smooth transition, 
personally and professionally. 
I look forward to meeting 
and working with you all.

Tracy
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Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $15 Individual _____ $50 Advocate          _____ $500 Benefactor _____ $50 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $35 Family _____ $100 Partner          _____ $1000 Patron  _____ $1000 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
 _____ Field Trips  _____ Fundraising
 _____ Public Relations _____ Membership
 _____ Education  _____ Advocacy
 _____ Events  _____ Newsletter
 _____ Research  _____ Other: ___________

 _____ New Member _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 


