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Comnservationists Pursue Riverstone Funbmg

organizations continue to seek Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 funding

Prlends of Congaree Swamp and other conservation

for the National Park Service to purchase the 1,840-acre
Riverstone tract for Congaree National Park. Our request for
$5.6 million was submitted during April 2007 to the U.S. House
Committee on Appropriations and the U.S. Senate Committee on

Appropriations.

In 2003, Public Law 108-

108 changed Congaree’s
designation from “national
monument” to “national park” —
South Carolina’s only national
park — and authorized a
boundary expansion of 4,576
acres. Four tracts comprise this
authorized expansion.

Congress allocated $6

million from the Land and
Water Conservation Fund

in FY 2005 to purchase the
2,395-acre Bates Fork tract

— the largest tract within

the authorized boundary
expansion. The National Park
Service purchased this tract in
November 2005.

FY 2008 provides the
opportunity to purchase the
1,840-acre Riverstone tract

— the second-largest tract
within the authorized boundary
expansion. The Riverstone
tract (map) is a strategic link —
connecting the western 22,000
acres of Congaree National
Park and the 2,395-acre Bates

Fork section of the park. The
Bates Fork tract, in turn, adjoins
Santee Cooper’s 16,700-acre
Upper Santee Swamp Natural
Area. The Riverstone tract
possesses outstanding natural,
historical, and recreational
resources, which will increase
educational and recreational
opportunities for park visitors.

In late May 2007, the landowner
approved an option agreement
whereby The Trust for Public
Land can purchase the
Riverstone tract for Congaree
National Park — if funding can
be secured promptly.

On June 21, the House
Committee on Appropriations
approved its proposed FY 2008
funding for the Dept. of the
Interior (including the National
Park Service). Unfortunately,
this House bill (H.R.2643) does
not allocate funding to purchase
land for Congaree National Park
— although Congressman Jim
Clyburn supports the funding.

Map by Dan Tufford

Also on June 21, the Senate
Committee on Appropriations
approved its proposed FY

2008 funding for the Dept. of
the Interior. The Senate bill
(S.1696) also does not allocate
funding for Congaree National
Park land acquisition — although
Senator Lindsey Graham
supports the funding.

Probably in September

2007, the House bill and

the Senate bill will go to a
conference committee — to
resolve differences between
the two bills. This conference
committee is another
opportunity to seek FY 2008
funding for Congaree National
Park land acquisition.

Friends has posted an Action
Alert on its webpage seeking
member support.



| President’s Corner '

Dr. ]obn Grego

Swamp Fest 2007

Look for Swamp Fest to be a larger, more all-
encompassing event this year. Swamp Fest

will be organized by SERCOM (South East
Rural Community Outreach Ministries), chaired
by Marie Adams, daughter of the late Ulysses
Barber, featured in our Summer 2006 newsletter.
SERCOM plans to promote the Lower Richland
Heritage Corridor, which would include Congaree
National Park, and historical sites as diverse

as the Barber House, St. John Baptist Church,
and Kensington Mansion. Tracy Swartout,
Superintendent of Congaree National Park, and
Mary Sherrer, historian for Kensington Mansion,
serve as co-chairs of the organization.

SERCOM received hospitality tax funding from
Richland County to promote Swamp Fest. Plans
for the festival are not yet finalized, but it will
take place the weekend of October 5-7, and will
feature multiple venues at Mt. Moriah Baptist
Church, Kensington Mansion, and Congaree
National Park.

Friends Research Grant

Stacey Dugan, a high school senior, received
research funding from the Friends for a Fall
2007 study of Enterococci and E. coli bacteria in
streams entering Congaree National Park.

Stacey is a perennial winner of Science Fair
competitions at the local, regional and national
level, and she has really done her homework
for this study as well. In addition to Friends’
contribution to her project, she has received in-

kind funding from IDEXX Laboratories, Source
Molecular and Artafix Academy. She has also
coordinated the study with Dr. Theresa Thom
(Resource Management staff at Congaree
National Park), Dent Middle school science
teachers (including John Galbary, a frequent
interpretive volunteer at the park), SC DHEC
staff, and Glenda Swearingen-Foy of Swearingen
Ecology Associates, who works in the water
quality field and helped sponsor “Images of
Congaree National Park”.

Stacey’s parents, Susan Dugan and Michael
Montebello work at Benedict College and SC
DHEC, respectively, and are both active VIPs
(Volunteers in Parks) at Congaree.

Campground Plantings

The plantings in our campground fence garden
project suffered damage from campers in the
Spring. We had spaced the gardens well away
from the center of the campsites, but camping
groups were even larger than we had anticipated;
small bushes were trampled and vines were torn
from their fence supports.

A recent check of the campground was
encouraging; the damaged plants (mostly
beautyberry and clethra) and vines have bounced
back. Some plants, particularly the coral
honeysuckle and our larger trees, have thrived.
While we have made small repairs throughout
the year, we will wait till the fall to add some more
plantings and protective cages. | would like to
extend a special thanks to John Cely for mulching
the plants during the summer, and to park staff
for watering the plants during dry spells.

Vi
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Story of a Cypress Shingle

by rail from Ferguson, South Carolina to Bay

Head, New Jersey. Besides the roof, the shingles,
measuring 4 inches wide and 16 inches long, were
also used on the sides and trim of the beautiful,
cottage-style house. There they kept the occupants of
the house safe from the elements for more than 100
years. In 2005 the owner, Ed King, finally replaced
the weathered gray cypress shingles with white
cedar, a local product from the New Jersey Pine
Barrens. Mr. King noted that some of the cypress
shingles still had a legible stencil under them, “Santee
River Cypress Lumber Company, Ferguson, South
Carolina.” After doing some detective work, Mr.
King tracked down Harriott Faucette, a Friends of
Congaree Board member, and sent her a stenciled
shingle. The shingle was later given to Park
Superintendent Tracy Swartout, where it will hopefully
one day become part of an educational display.

In 1900 a batch of cypress shingles was shipped

Ferguson was the home of one of the largest lumber
mills in South Carolina, the Santee River Cypress
Lumber Company, previous owners of Congaree
National Park. The mill operated over a 27-year
period from 1888-1915. It cut millions of board feet
of virgin bald cypress from the Congaree-Wateree-
Santee River Floodplain. In the early 1940s the
remains of the mill were flooded by the Santee-
Cooper Project.

Cypress was the most valuable lumber of its day
because of its legendary resistance to rot, which
earned it the name, the “wood eternal.” The shingle
from Bay Head, New Jersey has had a long history,
spanning the entire 20" century, and has come back
home at last.
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Above: Congaree National Park Superintendent
Tracy Swartout holds a one hundred-year old cypress
shingle manufactured by the Santee River Cypress
Lumber Company, previous owners of the Congaree
Swamp. “Best” refers to the grade of the shingle.

Left: Ed King’s house in Bay Head, New Jersey be-
fore the shingles were replaced with white cedar.
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‘ Upcoming Field Trips & Events '

Friends returns to Bates Fork Tract...
Horseshoe Lake Hike
September 30, 2007
9 AM-2 PM

e will return to the Bates Fork tract for
g 7‘ ; another hike, walking all the way to
beautiful Horseshoe Lake, an oxbow
near the Wateree River. Unlike the more familiar
lakes in Congaree National Park, Horseshoe
Lake should have a few wading birds and water

birds (including Anhinga), and maybe a gator.

We will cross over Sampson’s Island on the way
there, and possibly visit a companion mound too.
Birding should be quite good, with the opportunity
to see several migrating warbler and thrush
species, as well as soaring birds. There will be
dragonflies and butterflies in abundance.

Prepare for a 6-mile roundtrip hike on a good
jeep trail almost the entire way. The first part of
the trail is overgrown with little shade. Be sure
to wear long pants and comfortable footgear,
and bring water, insect repellent and food; be
prepared for warm weather.

Contact
John Grego
803-777-5110 (W) — 803-783-9270 (H)
jrgrego@mindspring.com (H)
grego@stat.sc.edu (W)

Friends Annual Meeting
October 22, 2007

he Friends will
I hold its Annual
Meeting at Harry

Hampton’s former home,
Woodlands, Sunday,
October 22 from 2 PM
until dark. Woodlands

; is conveniently located
on 33 wooded acres near downtown Columbia at
409 Old Woodlands Road.

The meeting will start with socializing and infor-
mal nature walks on the property. Our business
meeting will include a brief discussion of current
activities and issues, and we will present the
Order of the Cypress in recognition of a current
Friends member,

As always, dinner will be a highlight of the event.
We will have an oyster roast catered by Ben
Moise, vegetarian dishes, the return of chile con
carne, beer and wine, pies and other desserts.

Registration information and directions will soon
be made available on our website, by mail and
e-mail. We look forward to seeing you there.

Directions:

From downtown Columbia, take Garners Ferry
Road east; turn right on Old Woodlands Road at
the traffic light just beyond Woodhill Mall; follow
Old Woodlands for 1/2 mile; 409 Old Woodlands
will be on the right behind the white rail fence.

From |-77, take Exit 9 and turn left at the light
onto Garners Ferry Road. Travel almost a mile
east past the VA Hospital, and turn left on Old
Woodlands at the traffic light. See above for
remainder of route.
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| Field Trips & Events in Review i
/A/ American Rivers

Nation’s first underwater trail...

Congaree River Blue Trail Dedicated in Columbia

Jamie Mierau, Associate Director
River Heritage, Blue Trails

n Saturday, June 2, National Trails Day,
American Rivers dedicated the Congaree
River Blue Trail in Columbia, South

Carolina - the nation’s first under the American
Rivers Blue Trail Initiative!

Working with a coalition of organizations including
Friends of Congaree Swamp, the Congaree
National Park, Congaree Land Trust, River
Alliance, South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources, Richland County Conservation
Commission, and others, we celebrated the
grand opening of the 50-mile water trail.

Starting near Columbia, the blue trail offers
paddlers an urban adventure with opportunities
to learn about the historic significance of the
area. Continuing downstream, paddlers cross
the fall line and enter the Coastal Plain known
for its countless sandbars, high bluffs, and
extensive floodplain habitats. The highlight of
the trail is the section along Congaree National
Park, a protected wilderness that’s home to the
largest continuous tract of old growth bottomland
hardwood forest in the U.S. The park boasts 90
tree species, roughly half the number found in
Europe. Plans to include the Wateree River as
part of the Blue Trail are underway.

The dedication ceremony took place at the
Riverwalk Amphitheatre on the banks of the
Congaree. Dignitaries and Blue Trail partners,
including Barry Beasley, Friends board member
and DNR representative, spoke at the dedication.
Following the dedication, 40 people in 25 boats
set off on the 4-mile inaugural paddle. River
cleanups took place along the rivers as part of
National River Cleanup Week. The National Park
Service supervised the clean-up of the Highway
601 boat landing, including trash pick-up and
graffiti removal. Friends members LaBruce
Alexander and Dick Watkins assisted in the
clean-up.

It was an exciting community celebration that
brought together many people who had never
been on their hometown river. These enthusiastic
Columbians piled into canoes and kayaks for
their first trip down the river. Not everyone made
it to the end of the paddle dry. But wet or dry,
everyone was in great spirits and thoroughly
enjoyed their time on the river.

Through the creation of blue trails such as

the Congaree River Blue Trail, we inspire and
educate people, helping them to embrace their
hometown river by experiencing it first-hand. By
doing so, we hope to build a constituency that
speaks out for healthy rivers and protects them
from harm. The dedication of the Congaree River
Blue Trail is a good first step toward that goal.
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| Field Trips & Events in Review '

Volunteers stretch their knowledge and
their legs in pursuit of Congaree’s butterflies...

ort

photo by Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

Participants consulting the butterfly
guide for a positive identification on a
Question Mark, Polygonia interroga-
tionis.

by Christina Hulslander

arm weather,
g 7‘ ; enthusiastic
volunteers, bright

sunshine and recent rains all
contributed to making the 2007
Congaree Butterfly count our
most successful ever. Forty-
three volunteers joined six park
staff for a one-day survey of
butterfly species observed in
and around Congaree National
Park on Saturday June 30th.
The data collected is shared
with the North American
Butterfly Association (NABA)
and offers an “inventory”

of butterfly species using

the habitats of the park and
surrounding lands. The group
of participants was so large
that we were able to divide into
numerous smaller groups and

2007 Congaree Buttevﬂ;g Count Most Successfu[ Ever

search a variety of habitats

in and around Congaree NP.
The results were great! We
collectively found nearly 500
butterflies (487 to be exact)
that represented 49 different
species! A Byssus skipper
was identified as a new record
for Richland County as it had
never been recorded in the
county record prior to our count!
Thanks to Dennis Forsythe
for confirming the identity of
this new species. A Crossline
skipper and Eufala skipper
were also new records for the
Congaree Count!

The sunny warm conditions
were extremely favorable for
butterfly activity and every
volunteer helped by providing
additional searching eyes to
discern butterfly movements
which can so easily be
overlooked, especially when
other things are flying about
too--dragonflies, moths, insects,
leaves, etc. Our enthusiastic
participants were of all ages,
from 9 months old to 60 plus
years young. With 49 counters
it is probable that Congaree
has set a national record for
the number of participants in a
NABA count! We'll have to wait
a few months for verification of
this notable accomplishment.

Spotting butterflies was
really only the beginning of

photo by Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

Female Dun Skipper, Euphyes vestris

photo by Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

Pearl Crescent, Phyciodes tharos

the challenge; the hard work
continued through identification
of the species of these elusive
insects flying along in their daily
activities. Experienced people
helped beginners and everyone
likely learned something new
throughout the day. We covered
numerous miles and one
volunteer remarked (after noting
the mileage on his pedometer)
that “we could easily promote
this activity as a health benefit
in addition to learning about
park resources”!
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Many volunteers prepared for
the 2007 count by participating
in one of two “Butterfly
Identification Skills trainings”
that were offered in the weeks
prior to the count. More training
opportunities will be offered
each year, so if you missed out
this year’s trainings or count,
plan on joining us next year.

photo by Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

The complete list of species
for 2007 included:

Zebra swallowtail
Black swallowtail
Tiger swallowtail
Spicebush swallowtail
Palamedes swallowtail
Cabbage white
Orange sulphur
Southern dogface
Cloudless sulphur
Little Yellow

Sleepy orange

Gray hairstreak
Red-banded hairstreak
Eastern tailed-blue
American Snout

Gulf Frittilary

Variegated Frittilary
Pearl Crescent
Question Mark
Eastern Comma
American Lady
Painted Lady
Red Admiral
Common Buckeye
Red-spotted Purple
Hackberry Emperor
Tawny Emperor
Southern Pearly-eye
Appalachian Brown
Gemmed Satyr
Carolina Satyr
Monarch
Silver-spotted Skipper
Horace’s Duskywing
Common Checkered skipper
Common Sootywing
Zarucco Duskywing
Clouded skipper
Least skipper
Fiery skipper
Whirlabout
Sachem
Zabulon skipper
Dun Skipper
Lace-wing roadside skipper
Little Glassywing
Byssus Skipper**

new to Congaree count results and a record

for Richland county!

Crossline skipper*
new to Congaree count results

Eufala skipper*
new to Congaree count results (observed in
Calhoun county)

Photo by Raymond Bennett
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

Red-spotted Purple, Limenitis arthemis
astyanax

photo by Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park, SC — NPS

An American Snout, Libytheana cari-
nenta, assisting with data collection.

Thanks to this year’s 49
counters:

Ron Ahle, Carol Ash, Natalie
Ashenfelter, Roberta Beer,
Raymond and Emily Bennett,
Connally and Beth Bradley, Carol
and Elizabeth Cannon, Robin
Carter, Dee Dailey, Sudie Daves,
Melissa Deuhr, Jared Deville, Kat
DeWitt, Stephanie Douglas, Alex
Entrup, Dennis Forsythe, Melody
French, Allison Galassie, Stephen
Glenn, John Grego, Christina
Hulslander, Lynn Humphrey, Drew
Ignizio, Nancy Kalutz, Dave and
Marty Kastner, Timothy Marsh,
Kimberly Meitzen, Amy Mills,
Steve and Rita Mislan, Jim Nottke,
Mark Proctor, Merri Seigler, David
Shelley, Theresa Thom, Katrina
Thomas, John Torrence, Gabriel,
Gladys, Daniella and Laura Trujillo,
Scott Walters, Julie Wilking, Jim
Wilson Jr., and Theresa Yednock!
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j@% Congaree

Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
Spring 2007

Advocates for Congaree National Park
ano its unique environment.

Be a FRIEND: Get a Friend to Join Today!

Yes, | would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax

deductible contribution of $ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.
$ 15.00 Individual $ 50.00 Advocate $ 500.00 Benefactor $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
$ 35.00 Family $ 100.00 Partner $ 1000.00 Patron $ 1000.00 Corporate
New Member Renewal | would like to work on the following committee(s):
Field Trips Fundraising
Name(s): Public Relations Membership
Mailing Address: Education Advocacy
City: State: Zip: Events Newsletter
Hm Phone: (__) Wk Phone: (__) Research Other:
E-mail:
In addition to my membership, | would like to give $ Please provide contact information so we can inform the person
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp: or family:
In Memory of: Name:
In Honor of: Address:
As a Gift Membership to: City: State: Zip:
I would like to order the following items (proceeds benefit FCS projects): $ enclosed.

copies of the beautifully detailed “Map of Congaree National Park and Vicinity” @ $12.95 each/plus $3.50 s/h
copies of “Images of Congaree Swamp,” a 64-page, full color, photographic book of the park @ $10 each/plus $2.50 s/h

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746
FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.



