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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Dick Watkins received the 
Order of the Cypress

2010 Annual Meeting
Our host W.D. Morris opened up 2850-acre Mill Creek Hunt Club (on the property known as Claytor Swamp) for the Friends of 
Congaree Swamp annual meeting on October 24.  His son WD Morris Jr. greeted the set-up crew and helped orient us to the property.  

Arriving members followed  a gravel road through attractive oak flats, and approached the club lodge over a bridge at the junction of 
two small creeks.  We then separated into two groups, except for those who stayed to enjoy the hospitality of the lodge.  John Cely 
led a party up the main road, which followed the edge of a large cypress tupelo pond, while Jim Bulak led a carpool caravan to Goose 
Pond.  Goose Pond appears in Colonial-era plats dating to the 1740s, and is also featured in an eponymous folk tale from Tales of 
Congaree.  Rhonda Grego had prepared a transcription and critical note of the tale.

Back at the lodge, we convened for our business meeting.  After we introduced our park staff guests, we invited park superintendent 
Tracy Swartout to make some remarks. Tracy noted that 2011 will be the park’s 35th anniversary, which should provide interesting 
opportunities for Friends of Congaree Swamp to help publicize the park.

Our slate of nominees for the board included current Board 
members Barry Beasley, John Cely, and John Grego, and new 
nominees Mardie Faucette and Scott Winburn; the new nominees 
were accepted by acclamation.

Friends of Congaree Swamp then recognized former and retiring 
Board members Kate Hartley and Harriott Faucette for their 
service, and presented the Order of the Cypress to our advocacy 
chair, Dick Watkins.  Jim Elder had intended to come, but 
personal circumstances prevented his attendance.  He instead 
provided remarks that were shared with the audience.  John 
Grego noted that Dick Watkins had never stopped working for 
the park over his 40-year advocacy career, and had been an 
instigator and catalyst for the most important developments in 
the park’s history—its formation, its 1988 and 2003 boundary 
expansions, and its 2003 designation as Congaree National Park.  
We left the last words to Jim Elder:  “I think many would share 
my belief that Congaree National Park would not exist without 
Dick’s immense contributions.  It is heartwarming to know that 
today, his selfless efforts place him in the foreground, his long 
overdue place.”

After the meeting concluded, we set upon the Folly River oysters 
provided by Robert Barber and prepared by Chris Legget, and 
the chili, roast vegetables, chicken and rice soup, barbeque 
chicken, and desserts provided by our membership.  We look 
forward to hosting next year’s meeting at yet another interesting 
location near the park.

In addition to those cited above, we thank Mary Bull and Lynn 
Teague for helping with registration, Andy Fiffick, Philoma 
Skipper and Stuart Greeter for their help with cooking, and 
Helen Madden and Bob Render for set up and beverages.
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President’s Corner

Dr. John Grego

Jimmy Chandler

Environmental attorney Jimmy Chandler was widely mourned 
in the South Carolina environmental community upon his 
death from cancer on August 10.  Many members of Friends 
of Congaree Swamp had known Jimmy since the early 1980s 
at the start of his career, and worked with him on landmark 
environmental cases.  For 30 years, as founder of South Carolina 
Environmental Law Project, he  worked to ensure that South 
Carolina environmental law was properly interpreted and 
enforced.  In precedent-setting legal cases, he won protections for 
the waters of our state from dredging, fill, landfills, concentrated 
animal feeding operations, and toxic waste sites.

Jimmy and the South Carolina Environmental Law Project have 
helped Friends of Congaree Swamp and other organizations in 
litigation opposing the design of the US 601 bridges across the 
Congaree River floodplain.  We first engaged South Carolina 
Environmental Law Project in 2006 to assist with our appeal 
of SCDHEC’s 401C wetlands permit, first before the SCDHEC 
Board, and then in Administrative Law Court, where we lost 
our appeal.  Simultaneous with that appeal, Jimmy and his law 
partner Amy Armstrong filed an appeal with the US Circuit Court 
under the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), which 
was successfully argued before Judge Margaret Seymour in 
October 2009.  Jimmy was working on a follow-up appeal to our 
original NEPA lawsuit during his illness, and wanted SCELP to 
continue its work on the case.  We are grateful to Jimmy for all 
he has done for the state and Congaree National Park, and to his 
colleagues Amy Armstrong and Chris Minton of SCELP for their 
continued work on Friends of Congaree Swamp’s behalf.

Development Roundtable

The storm water ordinances have received little attention since 
ordinances governing storm water outfalls and stream buffer 
systems were passed in February 2010.  Those ordinances, drafted 
by members of “Development Roundtable II” were derived 
from only 2 of the 22 principles that the original Site Planning 
Roundtable (Development Roundtable) had endorsed September 
2009 and the Richland County Council had passed October 2009.

Since the ordinances were passed, members of Development 
Roundtable II have been meeting with county staff to craft the 
remaining 20 principles into ordinance amendments.  At every 

roundtable meeting, 4 members each from the environmental 
community, development community and county staff are 
required to be present.  Members from the environmental 
community include myself, Friends Board member Carol Kososki 
(in her capacity as Chair of the Richland County Conservation 
Commission), Congaree National Park Superintendent Tracy 
Swartout, and environmental attorney and Sierra Club member 
Bob Guild, with alternate Ryan Nevius (Sustainable Midlands 
Director).

The remaining principles cover 
Residential Streets and Parking Lots1. 

Street Widths•	
Street Length•	
Right-of-Way Width•	
Cul-de-Sacs•	
Parking Ratios•	
Shared Parking•	
Parking Lots•	
Structured Parking •	

Lot Development2. 
Open Space Design•	
Setbacks and Frontages•	
Sidewalks•	
Driveways•	
Open Space Management •	

Storm Water Management3. 
Vegetated Open Channels•	
Parking Lot Run-off•	
Rooftop Run-off•	

Natural Resource Management4. 
Clearing and Grading•	
Tree Conservation•	
Land Conservation Incentives•	
Natural Resource Protection Inventory•	

Though the recommendations accompanying these principles 
contain many “win-win” proposals for environmentalists and the 
development community, implementing the recommendations 
is nonetheless time-comsuming.  We have made substantive 
progress on Residential Streets and Parking Lots, and Lot 
Development.  County staff’s schedule suggests presenting the 
ordinances to the Planning Commission and the Council starting 
in January, with the new ordinances being adopted early in 2011.  
As the ordinances are introduced in these public venues, we will 
be calling upon the environmental community to help support 
them.

Columbia Canalfront Project

Representatives of City of Columbia, their contractors Chao 
and Associates, SCE&G, FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission), SC Department of Natural Resources, and local 
environmental organizations met at the Canal and Waterfront 
Park on June 17 for an informal tour of the canal.  We visited 
known seepages, and discussed management of vegetation along 
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Highway 601 Update
Friends of Congaree Swamp contacted South Carolina 
Environmental Law Project to file a NEPA (National 
Environmental Policy Act) complaint against the faulty modified 
Environmental Assessment for the US 601 Bridges project that 
SCDOT had prepared in August 2009.  The modified assessment 
had been ordered by Judge Margaret Seymour of the US District 
Court in September 2008 as the result of an earlier NEPA lawsuit 
filed by Friends of Congaree Swamp, South Carolina Wildlife 
Federation, and National Audubon Society.  South Carolina 
Environmental Law Project (SCELP) has served as our legal 
representative since 2006 on litigation surrounding the US 601 
Bridges project, and Jimmy Chandler had committed to work on 
the most recent complaint before his tragic death in August of 
this year.  Amy Armstrong contacted Friends of Congaree Swamp 
and told us SCELP was determined to continue legal work on the 
project.  She has been assisted by Michael Corley, newly hired 
at SCELP, and received additional legal assistance from Greer 
Goldman.  The complaint was filed in September.

While the complaint was being prepared, Friends of Congaree 
Swamp obtained a copy of the US Army Corps of Engineers’ 
“Decision Document” that it prepared for its April 2010 wetlands 
fill (or 404) permit for the 601 bridges project.  The 404 permit 
required SCDOT to provide $250,200 to Congaree National Park 
for purchase of wetlands, which the park can use toward land 
acquisition.  The amount is over $100,000 more than SCDOT had 
originally planned to provide for wetlands mitigation.  Though 
this is a modest form of remediation in the larger picture, it can 
be helpful to the park as it acquires land within its authorized 
boundary.

In order to limit environmental damage from on-going 
construction, we also filed a preliminary injunction.  In filing 
our injunction, we felt it was important to allow necessary 
construction for the main bridge over the Congaree River to 
proceed, but wanted to halt non-essential clearing and fill of 
wetlands along the rest of the causeway.  We filed the preliminary 
injunction in October.  SCDOT responded by filing an opposition 
to our preliminary injunction in early November, and we filed a 
reply in support of our injunction in mid-November.

Meanwhile, construction has proceeded.  If you have traveled 
along the 601 embankment, you will see that fill has begun to be 
placed west of the embankment from the Congaree River Bridge 
north to the southern bridge over Bates Old River.  In addition, 
SCDOT cleared land immediately upstream of the Congaree 
River bridge, as the proposed site for a relocated boat landing, 
and cut down mature bald cypress in that area.  SCDOT’s plan 
to relocate the landing upstream of the bridge (from its current 
downstream location) was vigorously opposed by SCDNR, 
which managed the landing, because it would cause the removal 
of floodplain forest and placement of fill, while renovation of 
the existing boat landing in place would be a much-preferred 
alternative.  This is the sort of action we wanted to forestall with 
the injunction.

Highway 601 cont. page 6

the riverside embankment of the canal.  The City of Columbia 
and its contractors were in the midst of preparing a plan to 
submit to FERC for an initial clearing of vegetation along 
the embankment for inspection, and for repair and long-term 
maintenance of the canal.

At the meeting, all parties agreed that the city would share a draft 
letter to FERC with SCDNR and environmental agencies; we also 
agreed on general principles for moving forward:

Creation of a minimally invasive inspection  path along •	
the base (or “toe”) of the embankment
Removal of no vegetation greater than 1 inch in •	
diameter on the embankment itself
Removal of groundcover or vines that obscured •	
inspection of the canal

These plans received a momentary setback when the city and 
its contractors forwarded an inspection plan to FERC without 
notifying SCDNR and the environmental organizations.  Further, 
the plan represented a different understanding than we reached 
at our June meeting—as an example, it mandated removal of 
“all underbrush, shrubbery, saplings, and dead trees from the 
river face of the entire embankment.”  While SCDNR and 
environmental organizations registered their objections with the 
city’s written plan, city staff actually worked with Sustainable 
Midlands and Friends of Congaree Swamp on a demonstration 
project to flag sensitive vegetation in a manner consistent with the 
guidelines from the June meeting.  On two successive weekdays 
in August, over 30 volunteers, supervised by city staff (Karen 
Kustafik), Sustainable Midlands (Ryan Nevius) and Friends of 
Congaree Swamp, flagged sensitive native plants.  Volunteers 
ranged from the very experienced (Dr. John Nelson, Director 
of A.C. Moore Herbarium at USC) to the less experienced, but 
no less enthusiastic.  We managed to flag almost one-half of the 
canal embankment.

Scrambling along the embankment reinforced the observation 
that vegetation on the embankment can seem impenetrable from 
the footpath along the top of the canal, while the view from the 
toe of the canal is quite different.  Specifically, inspection of 
the canal embankment is generally unobscured by vegetation, 
with the exception of some areas covered in invasive (English 
ivy) and native (wild grape) groundcovers.  We worked hard to 
communicate these impressions with the city and its consultants.

Starting in late October, the city’s contractors began clearing 
vegetation for inspection of the canal embankment.  Regardless 
of the letter sent to FERC in August, the actual clearing has been 
very much in the spirit of the agreement we reached in June.  
Removal of vegetation along the toe of the embankment for 
an inspection path has been minimal, and only large tangles of 
groundcover have been removed from the face of the canal.  An 
inspection of the embankment, to identify seepages and suggest 
remedial action, will take place November 30; members of 
Friends of Congaree Swamp and Sustainable Midlands plan to 
attend.  In the interim, we will continue to seek improvements in 
the city’s written plans for the inspection, repair and maintenance 
of the canal embankment.
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Field Trips & Events in Review

On a hot September day, 22 participants counted butterflies at 
the park, concentrating on the excellent habitat along the US 601 
corridor.  The park also organizes a late June count, but many 
species are in between broods for the June count, and butterflies 
can sometimes be difficult to find.  Not so with the Fall count!  
Over 100 individuals for several species (Cloudless Sulphur, 
Gulf Fritillary, Pearl Crescent, Common Buckeye, Common 
Checkered Skipper, and Clouded Skipper) were recorded, 
providing an opportunity to really sharpen identification 
skills.  As noted in the list below, a new species, Hayhurst’s 
Scallopwing, was added to the park’s records.

Friends of Congaree Swamp would like to thank count organizer 
Christina Hulslander for all she has done the past few years to 
promote research and citizen science at the park through moth 
and butterfly symposia, and butterfly counts.  The best way to 
thank her will be to make sure that the butterfly counts continue.

Count participants:  JG Santini, Dave and Marty Kastner,  
Raymond and Emily Bennett, John Grego, Max and Jordan 
Reitblatt, Sam and Keith Perry; Grant, Tom, and Ben 
Hetherington, Bill Bardsley, Kevin, Zach, and Alizah High; 
David Lentz, Jeff and Austin Merrill, Dennis Forsythe, and 
Christina Hulslander. 

Pipevine Swallowtail, 1. Battus philenor – 1
Zebra Swallowtail, 2. Eurytides marcellus-3
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, 3. Papilio glaucus 19
Palamedes Swallowtail, 4. Papilio palamedes-3
Spicebush Swallowtail, 5. Papilio troilus, 3
Swallowtail species, unidentified - 16. 
Clouded Sulphur, 7. Colia philodice- 2
Orange/Alfalfa Sulphur, 8. Colias eurytheme-7
Cloudless Sulphur, 9. Phoebis sennae-159
Little Yellow, 10. Eurema lisa - 27
Sleepy Orange, 11. Eurema nicippe-33
Gray Hairstreak, 12. Strymon melinus-2
Spring/summer Azure, 13. Celastrina  sp.-4
Eastern Tailed Blue, 14. Everes comyntas-14
Snout, 15. Libytheana carinenta-1
Gulf Frittilary, 16.  Agraulis vanillae, 125
Variegated Frittilary, 17. Euptoieta claudia- 58
Pearl Cresent ,18. Phycoides tharos-216
Question Mark, 19. Polygonia interrogationis,  5
Mourning Cloak, 20. Nymphalis antiopa 1
American Lady, 21.  Vanessa virginiensis, 2
Painted Lady, 22.  Vanessa cardui, 1
Red Admiral, 23. Vanessa atalanta-2
Common Buckeye, 24. Junonia coenia 100 * observed 
oviposting on Gallardia
Red-spotted Purple, 25. Limenitis arthemis astyanax-25
Viceroy, 26. Limenitis archippus 18

Congaree National Park Fall Butterfly Count
Hackberry Emperor, 27. Asterocampa celtis-4
Tawny Emperor, 28. Asterocampa clyton-3
Southern Pearly-Eye, 29. Enodia portlandia-2
Creole Pearly-Eye,, 30. Enodia creola-3
Carolina Satyr, 31. Hermenuptychia sosybius-53
Monarch, 32. Danaus plexippus, 5
Silver-spotted skipper, 33. Phocides pigmalion-24
Long-tailed Skipper, 34. Urbanus proteus, 2
HAYHURST’S SCALLOPWING, 35. Staphylus hayhurstii 1* 
NEW TO THE PARK RECORDS
Horace’s Duskywing, 36. Erynnis horatius-2
Common Checkered Skipper, 37. Pyrgus communis, 105
Zarucco Duskywing, 38. Erynnis horatius, 1
Duskywing species, 139. 
Clouded Skipper, 40. Lermema accius-132 *observed mating 
pair
Least Skipper, 41. Ancyloxypha numitor, 1
Southern Skipperling, 42. Copaeodes minimus, 1
Fiery Skipper, 43. Hylephila phyleus-39
Whirlabout, 44. Polites vibex, 6 * observed females oviposting 
eggs on small ½” grass in muddy area
Sachem, 45. Atalopedes campestris-1
Dun Skipper, 46. Euphyes vestis-2
Zabulon Skipper, 47. Poanes zabulon, 1
Lace-winged Roadside Skipper, 48. Amblyscirtes Aesculapius-16
Little Glassywing, 49. Pompeius verna, 2

Female Clouded Sulphur

Clouded Skipper
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As you have surely read in the local press, longtime Congaree National Park ranger-
naturalist and icon Fran Rametta retired at the end of August.  After starting his career 
at park units in the DC area and Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Fran arrived at 
Congaree National Park in 1980 before the Park was open for regular visitation, or even 
had a visitors center.  During his 30 years at the park, Fran was best known for his owl 
prowls and owl calls.  If you talk to people around Columbia, their seminal experience 
with the park has been a walk with Fran Rametta, and they remember his out-sized 
personality just as much as they remember their experiences at the park.

Friends of Congaree Swamp, along with Fran’s wife Elizabeth Rametta, and Eastern 
National, co-hosted a retirement party for Fran on September 19 at the Medallion Center.  
Throughout the reception, friends and colleagues of Fran signed a memory book, while 
Fran’s band Heart and Soul (fronted by his daughter, Erin) played, and Friends members 
Virginia Winn and Rhonda Grego circulated through the crowd taking photographs.

Superintendent Tracy Swartout emceed the recognition ceremony, calling upon 
representatives from Friends of Congaree Swamp (John Grego), park volunteers (Dr. 
Carolyn Hudson and Joe Merritt), family (Fran’s father, Col. Tom Rametta), and co-
workers (Bill Hulslander and Corinne Fenner) to share stories about Fran and extend 
their regards for all Fran has done for the Park.  Fran kept a journal throughout his 
tenure at the Park, and Tracy read from Fran’s very first entry (see sidebar).

Tracy then introduced Don Wallenhaut, Chief of Interpretation for the Southeast Region 
of the National Park Service.  He presented Fran with the NPS Keeper of the Light 
award, a facsimile of a ship’s deck prism previously given only to NPS units.  In a 
wonderful tribute to his career, Fran was the first individual in the park service to be 
presented with the award.

Later in the evening, Fran received a Congaree National Park woodcut from the park’s 
Law Enforcement chief, Duane Michael, and a woodcut from the park’s maintenance 
staff recognizing Fran as  “The Night Owl of Congaree”.  Beyond the awards at the 
ceremony, Fran also received a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition, 
sponsored by U.S. Representative Joe Wilson, and recognition from David Vela, 
Regional Director of the Southeast Region of the National Park Service, for 35 years’ 
service.

Friends of Congaree Swamp had framed their remarks around comments from the 
Visitors Log; two comments from the log nicely sum up our feelings about Fran:  “We 
like the owl calls”, and “This is a great park!  We love Ranger Fran!”

Fran Rametta has kept a journal 
since 1980; this is his first 
entry.  Note that his mnemonic 
(BOB—Big Trees, Old Growth, 
Biodiversity) dates from his 
arrival at the park, though it 
appears here as BOD—Big 
Trees, Old Growth, Diversity).

Congaree Swamp N.M.
Arrived 6-15-80 B.O.D.
 
6-20-80 Friday
After meeting Bob McDaniel 
and JEAN yesterday, I went out 
to the swamp with Guy Taylor.

We hiked along the Southern 
Cedar Creek area, onto Tom’s 
Creek and along Joe’s Lake.  
The water was Approx. 4’ from 
river bank top to water below.  
Going North from the river 
we hiked through bottomland 
deciduous forest.  After we 
had continued for a mile the 
forest floor became muddy with 
gradually less and less ground 
cover.

When we reached the 
inner swamp, mud was our 
companion.  We were enveloped 
in primeval swamp.  4’-5’ 
Baldcypress, pillars of the 
swamp, stood as far as we 
could see in all directions.  The 
brown rings on the trunk bases 
of the Tupelos and baldcypress’ 
marked ancient water levels.

On the motor boat excursion 
we noticed 5 Great Blue Herons 
flapping their great wings, 
constantly staying well in front 
of the motor boat.

The plants in fruit were 
blackberries, with a few 
unripened pawpaws.  We found 
Laurel leaves, deciduous hollies, 
and cottonwoods, and willows.

Rametta Retires After 35 Years 
of Service
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Upcoming Field Trips & Events

Trip to Martin’s Old Field

January 22, 2011
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Visitors’ Center Parking Lot

In recent years the staff at Congaree National Park has 
endeavored to show that Congaree is not just a natural 
resources park; it has many important cultural resources 
as well. Many would be surprised to know, for example, 
that land now within the park has strong ties with a number 
of important figures from the Revolution, including Henry 
Middleton, Gen. Isaac Huger, Col. William Thomson, and 
Rebecca Motte -- to name just a few. One landowner in the 
park was even a commodore in the South Carolina navy.

In the late 1780s, future presidential candidate Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney and future S.C. governor Edward 
Rutledge bought the Joseph Martin tract, now withn the 
park. The tract lies near the Kingsnake Trail, and on this 
trip we will hike to the tract and look for signs of Martin’s 
Old Field.  “Old fields” were often former Indian fields that 
were used as active farm sites or cowpens for stock. This 
trip will provide an opportunity for Friends members to 
learn about historic land use in the park. The trip will be led 
by Mark Kinzer, who will discuss the results of his recent 
research at the Library of Congress.

Bring some water, beverage, snacks or a light lunch. We 
will be doing a little off-trail walking, so participants 
should be in good physical condition and wear comfortable 
walking shoes or boots.  We will meet at the Visitors’ 
Center then carpool to Kingsnake Trail.

To sign up, contact Mark Kinzer at 
mkinzer1@comcast.net 

or call John Grego at 803-331-3366.

Congaree Swamp 
Christmas Bird Count

Sunday, December 19, 2010
7:00 AM

Harry Hampton Visitors Center parking lot

Each year since 1900, bird enthusiasts have been conduct-
ing Christmas Bird Counts in North America. A Christmas 
Bird Count (or CBC) is an all-day effort to find and identify 
as many wild birds as possible within a 15-mile diameter 
circle. This effort, which now includes over 2,100 circles 
and almost 60,000 participants annually, is sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society; results may be reviewed at 
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count. We have a 
CBC for the Congaree Swamp (founded by Robin Carter) 
that includes most of the national park and adjacent areas, 
from Gadsden in Richland County to St. Matthews in Cal-
houn County. 

We have had some interesting counts recently. In 2006, 
with 4 teams from the Ivory-billed Woodpecker research 
group helping out, we observed the largest number of 
Barred Owls in the country, and were second in the country 
for three different woodpecker species.  In 2007, two differ-
ent parties saw a White-tailed Kite, and in 2007 and 2008, 
huge flocks of blackbirds have been recorded in Lower 
Richland County.  In 2009, we recorded our highest number 
of species ever—90.

Join us to help out. If you are a novice, an expert birder will 
lead you around the boardwalk in the morning, which is an 
excellent site for some of the park’s most interesting winter 
species.  You may stay as long as you like--many partici-
pants stay for a few hours, but some will bird all day.  Meet 
at the visitors’ center parking lot at 7:00 AM on Sunday, 
December 19, 2010.  There is a $5.00 participation fee that 
goes to the National Audubon Society to help cover the 
costs of processing the data. 

If you have any questions, please contact John Grego at 
331-3366 (C), 777-5110 (W); 

email jrgrego@mindspring.com (H), 
Grego@stat.sc.edu (W).

The hearing for the preliminary injunction will take place 
December 16, and we continue to be hopeful for an outcome that 
better protects and preserves the park.

Highway 601 cont. from page 3
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2009-2010 Activities
601 bridges public comments, Op Ed, appeal, complaint and injunction
Stormwater public comments, action alerts, and Op Ed
Richland County Development Roundtables I and II
FY 2010 $1.32M land acquisition testimony and advocacy
FY 2011 $1.4M land acquisition testimony and advocacy
Ramsar nomination
COWASEE participation and funding
Sustainable Midlands participation
NABA Butterfly Count co-sponsor
Grant for canoe trail signs
Friends table:

SC State Fair
Sustainable Midlands Holiday Market
Naturefest
Fort Motte Festival
SwampFest

Ulysses Barber oral interview transcript
Canoe landing design funding
“Roots in the River” panel participation
Quarterly trail clearings in November, February, May, and August
Birding events: 

Congaree Swamp Christmas Bird Count
Big Bird Walk
Welcome Back Wood Warblers Walk
Dawn Chorus, Backyard Bird Count

Guided walks:
Aquatic Critters
Kaminer/Garrick/Shivar
Garrick Tract Botany
Big Tree
Nature Discovery

Columbia Canalfront advocacy
Facebook page
Calhoun County wetlands violation resource assistance
SouthWings Flight
Calhoun County comprehensive plan public comments and resource assistance
Images of Congaree copyright transfer
Carolinas’ Nature Photographers Association presentation
Quarterly newsletter
Alpine Utilities permit comments
Cigarette cannisters
SCE&G Wateree Station permit comments and request for final board review
Columbia MS4 storm water permit advocacy
Richland County Conservation Commission participation
City of Columbia mayor’s Environmental and Sustainability Transition Committee
Fran Rametta Retirement party sponsor
SCWF Land Conservation Award
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Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
Winter 2010

Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $ 15.00 Individual _____ $ 50.00 Advocate _____ $ 500.00 Benefactor _____ $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $ 35.00 Family _____ $ 100.00 Partner  _____ $ 1000.00 Patron  _____ $ 1000.00 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
 _____ Field Trips  _____ Fundraising
 _____ Public Relations _____ Membership
 _____ Education  _____ Advocacy
 _____ Events  _____ Newsletter
 _____ Research  _____ Other: ___________

 _____ New Member _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 

Don’t Forget Our 
Friends Benefit! 

Eastern National has agreed to provide 
members of Friends with a 15% discount on 
all items sold at the Harry Hampton Visitors 
Center. Be sure to notify park staff that you are 
a member whenever you purchase items at the 
park.


