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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Riverstone Tract Celebration

When the National Park Service acquired the final 439
acres of the 1840-acre Riverstone Tract in June of this
year from The Trust for Public Land (TPL), plans were
made to celebrate this important milestone for the
park. Since October 18 marked the 35" anniversary of
the creation of Congaree Swamp National Monument,
TPL felt it fitting to hold a ceremony near this date.
Accordingly, representatives from South Carolina’s
legislative delegation, the National Park Service, TPL,
Friends of Congaree Swamp and other conservation
partners gathered on November 5 to acknowledge
partners’ hard work and to express appreciation.

The Riverstone Tract was purchased almost
entirely through the Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF). A portion of fees from offshore oil
leases is dedicated to the fund, whose proceeds are
divided among federal agencies for land protection
as mitigation for drilling. Though $900 million is
collected annually for land protection, the portion
of the fees actually allocated for that purpose can
be small. Consequently, when appealing for LWCF

money for the Riverstone Tract, we relied on the

Yvette Rowland from Senator Lindsay Graham'’s staff
addresses the audience.

SC delegation for bipartisan leadership, specifically
Senator Lindsay Graham and Representative James
Clyburn. For several years now, they have sponsored
appropriations from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund for park land acquisition, shepherded park
funding through the Senate or House appropriations
process, and ensured that funding for the park was in
the final version of appropriations bills passed by both
chambers and then signed by the president.

Tracy Swartout specifically thanked Senator

Graham and Congressman Clyburn

“We applaud Senator Graham for the
leadership he has shown in the Senate and
for his extraordinary support of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. Senator Graham
has been instrumental in securing funds for
Congaree, including funds for the Riverstone
property, and we thank him for playing a
critical role in protecting this land.”

“We would not be here today without

the steadfast support of Representative
James Clyburn. Representative Clyburn’s
commitment to the environment and to South
Carolina’s impressive historic and cultural
resources as well as its significant wildlife
and ecological resources was instrumental

in redesignating Congaree from a national
monument to a national park. Representative
Clyburn worked hard to obtain funding

for Congaree land acquisition and was
instrumental in making the park what it is
today. We thank him for all that he had done
to preserve South Carolina’s unique natural
and cultural heritage.”

Riverstone continued page 4



| President’s Corner i

Dr. Johm Grego

Longleaf Pine Focal Area

Sharp listeners at the Annual Meeting may have picked

up on Superintendent Tracy Swartout’s comments about
improving prospects to purchase a 270-acre tract for the
park. This tract goes by a variety of names, but the park
most recently refers to it as the Smith Fork tract. The tract,
currently under a conservation easement, is part of the 2003
boundary expansion; it’s a triangular tract on the Congaree
River just to the west of US 601, and bounded to the west
by Bates Old River. And it’s actually 263 acres, since
SCDOT condemned 7 acres to move the US 601 causeway
to the west of its current position.

Why has such an opportunity presented itself? One
possible reason may be the Longleaf Pine Focal Area.
Federal agencies were encouraged to submit cooperate
landscape-level proposals for Land and Water Conservation
Fund support, the same funding source used to acquire
most of the other land the park has acquired as part of

the 2003 boundary expansion. Congaree National Park
(National Park Service), worked in collaboration with
Francis Marion National Forest (US Forest Service),
Cape Romain and Santee National Wildlife Refuges (US
Fish & Wildlife Service) and other partners to develop a
collaborative request, the Longleaf Pine Focal Area. The
request was one of a handful nationally that was favorably
reviewed. In fact, Department of Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar cited the proposal (along with the Three Rivers
Greenway promoted by the River Alliance) as one of two
representative projects in South Carolina that embodies
the ideals of his department’s America’s Great Outdoors
initiative to promote outdoor recreation. Congaree
National Park identified the Smith Fork tract as a “shovel-
ready” candidate for acquisition as part of the focal area.

Given the uncertain funding situation for LWCF in the best
of times, and the unusually difficult budget situation for the
foreseeable future, it would be premature to predict success
for this proposal, but the promise of Department of Interior
support for the Longleaf Pine Focal Area leaves reason for
optimism.

Congaree Swamp Christmas

Bird Count
Sunday, December 18, 2011
7:00 AM in the
Harry Hampton Visitors Center
parking lot

Each year since 1900, bird enthusiasts have been
conducting Christmas Bird Counts in North America.
A Christmas Bird Count (or CBC) is an all-day

effort to find and identify as many wild birds as
possible within a 15-mile diameter circle. This effort,
which now includes over 2,200 circles and 62,000
participants annually, is sponsored by the National
Audubon Society; results may be reviewed at http://
birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count. We have a
CBC for Congaree Swamp (founded by Robin Carter)
that includes most of the national park and adjacent
areas, from Gadsden in Richland County to St.
Matthews in Calhoun County.

We have had some interesting counts recently. In
2006, with 4 teams from the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
research group helping out, we observed the largest
number of Barred Owls in the country, and were
second in the country for three different woodpecker
species. In 2007, two different parties saw a
White-tailed Kite; in 2007 and 2008, huge flocks

of blackbirds were recorded; and in 2010, a party
recorded a Yellow Rail. In 2009 and 2010, we set
consecutive records for our highest number of species
ever—90 and 95 species, respectively.

Join us to help out. If you are a novice, an expert
birder will lead you around the boardwalk and Bluff
Trail in the morning, which is an excellent site for
some of the park’s most interesting wintering species,
including Winter Wren and Fox Sparrow. You may
stay as long as you like—many participants stay for

a few hours, but some will bird all day. Meet at the
visitors’ center parking lot at 7:00 AM on Sunday,
December 18, 2011. There is a $5.00 participation
fee that goes to the National Audubon Society to help
cover the costs of processing the data. If you have any
questions, please contact John Grego at 331-3366 (C),
email jgrego@mindspring.com.
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Friends Annual Meeting

Friends of Congaree Swamp gathered at historic
Kensington Mansion on a chilly but sunny October
day for our 2011 meeting. Members had two choices
for activities upon arrival: a house tour led by Rickie
Good and Carl Dubose from the Scarborough-Hamer
Foundation, or a John Cely-led trip to a giant cypress
just off the path of historic McCords Ferry Road.
We’ve never had such popular choices for field trips—
only a skeleton crew was left behind, and any late
arrivals must have thought they had gotten the time
wrong.

After everyone returned from their various
activities, we reconvened for our business meeting.
Superintendent Tracy Swartout, with able assistance
by her twelve-week old daughter Sierra, thanked
Friends of Congaree Swamp for our partnership on
land development and water quality threats. Mark
Kinzer, who had come from Atlanta with his wife
Nancy, children Ben and Emily, and mother-in-law
Nesie Williams, was then called forward to receive
the Order of the Cypress.

At left, Order
of Cypress
recipient Mark
Kinzer

Mark is an
Environmental
Compliance
Specialist with
the National
Park Service.
Both prior to
and concurrent
with his work
for the park
service, he
provided fundamental support for the 2003 boundary
expansion study, and wrote nominations for Congaree
as a Ramsar Convention Wetlands of International
Importance (not once, but twice). He is also part of
a triumvirate, including John Cely and Dick Watkins,
whom we invariably turn to when we have a question
about land use history in the park. Mark’s interest in
floodplains as a teenager turned into a passion upon

visits to Okefenokee Swamp and Congaree 20 years
ago. Questions about the nature of old growth forests
led to an investigation of the signature of past land
use upon the park we know today. Countless hours of
research since his first visit have led to a preparation
of a near-complete manuscript entitled “Congaree
Land Use History”. It’s a story of a long and complex
relationship between man and the floodplain-a

reality as compelling and satisfying as any of the
more traditional images we conjure of the park as an
untouched wilderness. Mark’s nomination cited him
“...for broadening our understanding of the natural
and cultural landscapes of Congaree National Park.”

At right. Veteran
activitists Bob
Guild, Jim Elder,
Bob Janiskee,
Sandra Janiskee
and Dick
Watkins listen

to Mark Kinzer’s
remarks.

Our slate of Board nominees, comprised of five
returning Board members (Marie Adams, LaBruce
Alexander, Carolyn Hudson, Carol Kososki, and
Virginia Winn) and new nominee Lynn Teague, were
then elected to the Board by acclamation.

With the business meeting over, we all settled down
to Bowen’s Island oysters, barbequed chicken, chili,
roast vegetables and desserts. For an environmental
organization, we don’t talk a great deal about green
practices, but we run remarkably green events.
Thanks to Virginia Winn’s pack-rat efforts over

the years, all flatware, utensils, cups, bowls, and
even napkins were washable. And a special thanks
to our volunteers, Andy Fiffick (cooking), Mary
Bull (registration), Carolyn Hudson (recycling),
Jeanie Prothro (cooking and washing), Lynn Teague
(washing), Stuart Greeter (cooking), Sharon Kelly
(program), Mardie Faucette (beverages), LaBruce
Alexander (beverages), Pete Stone (recycling) and
John Cely (set-up) for all their help.

We’ll see you next year at yet another new site!

Fall 2011

Friends of Congaree Swamp © 2011 All Rights Reserved



Riverstone continued from page 1
When Dick Watkins received the NPCA’s Marjorie

Stoneman Douglas Award at the park’s dedication
ceremony in October 2004, he had a set of wishes.
His second wish was directed to elected officials:
“Congaree has received superb bipartisan support
during the past three decades. My wish is that
Congaree National Park will always receive superb
bipartisan support, including funding to implement the
2003 boundary authorization...”

We are thankful to Senator Graham and
Representative Clyburn for continuing the tradition
expressed in Dick’s wish.

Some things never change with land acquisition at

Congaree—Dick Watkins has always been involved.

Juli Jones and the students of Kelly Mill Middle School
pose with the painting they created as a donation to the
park. Juli Jones is to Superintendent Tracy Swartout’s
left, while Maddy Pope from The Trust of Public Land is to
her right, and Southeast Deputy Regional Director Gayle
Hazelwood stands immediately behind her.

He has often turned to TPL to negotiate purchase
with willing landowners, and TPL has been a reliable
partner in the acquisition of over 8500 of Congaree
National Park’s 26,000+ acres. With the Riverstone
Tract, TPL took an extraordinary risk—purchasing
almost the entire tract (less 156.25 acres that the
park bought with separate funds) before funding for
the tract had been secured. The staff of TPL worked
tirelessly at the local level and in Washington DC to

negotiate land acquisition, to ensure adequate funding

for LWCEF, and to communicate with legislative
leaders. We would like to thank several of our TPL
partners—Chrisanne Mitchell, Chris Deming, Slade
Gleaton, Maddy Pope, Shaw Sprague, Dan Chapin, and
Nicole Doss—for their help. We were especially gratified
that most of them could attend the event and afterwards
tour the park for which they had worked so hard.

The ceremony ended on a particularly high note—a
celebration of the extraordinary role played by Juli
Jones, science teacher at Kelly Mill Middle School,
her colleagues in the schools’ LIFT Academy, and
hundreds of Juli’s students over the past 4 years.

Until budget cuts precluded field trips this past year,
Juli would bring classes to Congaree National Park
every year for walks led by Ranger Fran Rametta.

As a result of those trips, she and her students
developed an interest in efforts to secure funding

for the Riverstone tract. Every year, she would ask
her students to prepare separate hand-written notes
addressed to Senator Graham and Representative
Clyburn in support of land acquisition. Maddy Pope
from TPL would work with Juli to make sure the
students’ letters reached their intended audience, and
the students’ heart-felt expressions made a strong
impression on both Sen. Graham and Rep. Clyburn.
Jim Elder, invited to help commemorate the 35"
anniversary of the founding of Congaree as a park
unit, spoke eloquently about the effect of the students’
letters (see accompanying article). Juli read from two
of the students’ letters, and had Dominik White, now
a much older high school student, read from the letter
he wrote as an 8" grader, in which he memorably
described the swamp as the Green Heart of South
Carolina.

The event ended with much exchanging of gifts,
much taking of photos, and much eating of Big T’s
Barbeque (provided by Friends of Congaree Swamp).
It was truly exciting to acknowledge all those who had
helped, and to finally greet partners with whom we

had worked so closely, but never met.
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Northeast Landfill

Republic Services, owner of Northeast Landfill, raised
eyebrows recently when it announced a pending
contract to purchase Cook’s Mountain, including
Cook’s Mountain LLC. By buying Cook’s Mountain
LLC, Republic would be both parties to an agreement
to close the landfill by 2019 ; the agreement could

be voided, thus extending the life of the landfill.
Republic had reached a similar agreement four years
ago with Richland County, and proposes to renegotiate
that agreement as well. The effort to extend the life of
the landfill brought attention to the landfill’s operation
itself. A cursory check of the SCDHEC online
records showed that Volatile Organic Compounds
were found in groundwater at the site, and that Volatile
Organic Compounds had been released into the air as
well.

The landfill is presumably seeking to extend its
permit because it uses so little of its available capacity
and hence would not be ready to cease operation

by 2019. As a Municipal Solid Waste Landfill, it is
permitted to dispose of 529,600 tons of waste a year.
In recent years, it has been receiving only 50,000 to
175,000 tons of waste a year, so that its lifetime could
be extended an additional 30 years. The waste is
officially non-hazardous, though it includes asbestos,
ash, industrial process waste, and contaminated soil.

Landfill Gasses and Volatile Organic
Compounds

Landfill gasses are the source of both the hazardous air
pollutants and groundwater contamination documented
on the site. Typically, methane and carbon dioxide are
the major constituents of landfill gasses, but the gasses
contain other constituents, including volatile organic
compounds. When volatile organic compounds were
first detected in one of the landfill’s monitoring wells
in 1996, there was speculation about the source. An
investigation in 1999 confirmed that landfill gasses
under pressure had introduced volatile organic
compounds into the groundwater, presumably from the
unlined Phase 1 cell. The pollutants include benzene,
dichloromethane, tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene,
and vinyl chloride.

As a corrective measure, a strictly passive well system

was converted to a more active gas collection and
control system in December 1999/January 2000,
and continues to be upgraded. In addition, the site
typically includes 15 monitoring wells at any one time,
including background wells, compliance wells, and
delineation wells, with wells retired as new cells open.
Currently, several additional cells are still open, and
over 30 acres of additional cells are proposed.Though
the Phase 1 cell is unlined, the other cells have both a
natural and synthetic liner. Nonetheless, leaks could
still occur, and a thorough study of any additional
sources of groundwater contamination has not been
conducted.

Continued Groundwater Pollution

Corrective measures did ease the acute levels of VOCs
found in two of the landfill’s wells in the 1990s, but
even though corrective measures have been in place
for over a decade, chronic groundwater pollution
persists. Groundwater flow at the site should be
either to the southeast or the northeast. The potential
for flow to the northeast has justifiably concerned
residents of the Old McGraw community, but tests
of wells in Old McGraw have found no evidence of
VOCs, and monitoring wells on the northern edge of
the closed Phase 1 cell have never detected VOC:s.

If Cell 1 is leaking and the groundwater maps are
correct, it is somewhat surprising that VOCs have
never moved north.

Flow on the southeastern side is a different story.

One of the first wells that detected VOCs was
surprisingly far from the compromised Phase 1 cell—
characteristics of the site suggest that VOCs can move
quickly underground once introduced. Some wells
consistently detect VOCs, often at or near drinking
water standards. One of the wells is a delineation
well—a sentinel well that should anticipate, rather
than monitor contamination. Nonetheless, it has
consistently detected VOCs since 2002. Another well
is on the eastern boundary of the property—it has
detected VOCs since 2009, shortly after it was drilled.
The movement of VOCs in the direction of White
Marsh and the Wateree River floodplain upstream of
Congaree National Park is cause for great concern, as

Landfill continued on page 7
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Moths: An Integral Part of Diodiversity

Most of us look at moths as those pesky critters who
eat their way through our winter woolens. But, it turns
out, moths are an integral part of Congaree National

Park’s biodiversity.

In fact, they are a major food source themselves,
according to Tracy Swartout, park superintendent.
“That’s the reason we have so
many migrating birds,” Swartout
said, “because moths provide
an abundant food source. They
are food for a diverse number of
species.”
Moths are kind of like canaries,
she said, “they indicate the health
of the forest and the ecosystem.”
Using that criteria, Congaree
is very healthy, according to a
study funded by the National Park
Service and conducted by Dr.
Brian Scholtens of the College
of Charleston, Dr. Joe Culin of
Clemson University, Dr. John Snyder of Furman
University, and Tom Smith, Scholtens’ graduate
student.
The study began in November 2009 and the group
took samples in the park one weekend a month for a

year.

“To date, we’ve identified about 850 species and
expect to find more,” Scholtens said. He said 6,000
moths have been identified and databased and they
still have about 3,000 to identify.

“I don’t know that we’ve found any that are
undescribed,” he said, “but we found at least 85 that
are state records--not been identified in the state
before.”

Scholtens said almost all of the moths collected are
county records because this is the first moth sampling
done in the Congaree area.

“It was pretty slow from November through April,
but then tons of species come out and there was no
way to keep up,” Scholtens said. So they recruited
volunteers to help sort samples and field mounted the
species they wanted to keep. They’re still mounting

and identifying, he said.

The samples were taken mainly along the
boardwalks, the boundary road, the newly added
Riverstone tract and in the northern part of the park.

“We didn’t have access to all areas of the park
because some wilderness is reachable only by canoe or
kayak, but we sampled as much diversity of habitat as

we could,” he said.
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To get the samples, they put out black light traps
that emit ultraviolet light, which moths see especially
well, Scholtens said. They set up a light sheet backed
with Plexiglas nearby. The moths hit the Plexiglas and
fell through a funnel into a bucket which has a killing
agent in it.

Swartout said the project highlights the importance
of partnerships to increase knowledge about the park
and its diversity.

“We had a need [to know more about moths] and the

researchers had the skill sets to study them,” she said.

Jim Elder Speaks at River-
stone Tract Celebration

A portion of Jim Elder’s remarks appears below.
Jim led the successful 1970s movement to protect
Congaree Swamp.

It’s hard to address any event concerning this outstanding Park
without acknowledging its great visionary, Harry Hampton;

I’m happy to see his daughter, Harriott, in attendance. Today’s
celebration is an extension of Harry’s vision in the 1940’s. He
sometimes stood alone in his stubborn persistence against
overwhelming odds. We must never underestimate the power

of one voice. The very beginning of the preservation of this
National Park was one letter written in April 1954, by one man,
Harry Hampton, to George Fell, Executive Director of the Nature
Conservancy.

Since the basic foundation of the preservation effort is
based on letter-writing, it is fitting that we recognize today the
students of Juli Jones and their contribution to the acquisition
of the Riverstone Tract, an important geological addition to the
Congaree National Park ecosystem.

Young people have a gift for clarity and sincerity. Their
voices are without pretense and come from the heart.

...Is Dominik White in the audience today? Where were you
40 years ago when we were scratching our heads for a bumper
sticker slogan? This is the best WE could do (holds up “Preserve
Congaree Swamp” bumper sticker). But your slogan, Dominik,
referring to Congaree as the “Green Heart of SC”, might have
accelerated our cause by years!

Letters have a way of uniting people in a cause. The voice
of one is added to another, until a chorus that cannot be ignored
is formed. Today, as we celebrate the addition of the Riverstone
Tract, we are grateful to all who took the time and gave the effort
to make it happen.

Next time you are walking amongst the great trees of the
Congaree or canoeing in the Riverstone Tract, stop and listen
carefully. From deep in the forest, you might even hear a
whispered, “thank you”.

Landfill continued from page 5

is the presence of contamination on the property’s edge.
There has been some mention that contamination has
not been detected off-site, but neither has there been a
systematic effort to monitor groundwater off-site.

Hazardous Air Pollutants and Methane Gas
Monitoring

In addition to causing groundwater pollution, the landfill
gasses can be hazardous or dangerous when released into
the atmosphere. A 2002 study documented almost 4 tons
of hazardous air pollutants released at the site, comprised
mostly of toluene. As mentioned earlier, the landfill has
an extensive system of gas extraction wells, that collect
landfill gasses then flare them. Quarterly monitoring of
explosive gasses along the boundary of the landfill shows
that methane concentration in the landfill gasses exceeds
the Lower Explosive Limit (LEL) set by SCDHEC,
particularly along the western boundary of the site. In
fact, the gas concentration can be more than 400% higher
than the SCDHEC standard. In spite of this, SCDHEC
has suggested no remedy beyond enhancements to the
current Gas Collection and Control System already in
place.

The Richland County Development & Services
Subcommittee voted 3-2 on October 26 to postpone a
recommendation on the landfill to council. A public
hearing will take place November 22, along with a final
vote on a recommendation to council. The full council
will then take a single vote on Republic Service’s
proposal to extend the life of the landfill.
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The North American Migration Count

The North American Migration Count (NAMC) is a citizen-science project that monitors bird activity across North
America at the height of spring and fall migrations. Unlike Christmas Bird Counts, which cover 15-mile circles, NAMC
counts usually cover entire counties. Park ranger and expert birder Kathleen O’Grady has bent the rules for the most
recent Spring and Fall counts, and organizes a count exclusively for Congaree National Park.

Fifteen participants covered various areas of the park from 5 in the morning to 5 at night on Sunday, September 18. As
often happens, serendipity resulted in some interesting sightings. A pair of experienced birders visiting from out-of-state
kayaked down the Congaree River and reported some wonderful birds, including Peregrine Falcon, Solitary Sandpiper,
and a large flock of Bank Swallows. Kathleen gave a couple inexperienced birders a crash course in common species,
then asked them to take photos of whatever they saw along the Oakridge Trail that they could not identify. The photos
they forwarded to us included the only Worm-eating Warbler of the day! We also had a new sighting for the park—a
Virginia Rail responded to a recording played at the small pond in the Loblolly campground. And as a testament to

the sheer density of individual species that can be found at the park, we had noteworthy counts of Veery (27), Pileated
Woodpecker (51), and Yellow-billed Cuckoo (20).

In all, we recorded 78 species, an excellent total for a day of birding at the park.

Participants: John Grego, Lewis Burke, Brad Dalton, William Privett, Alice Steinke, Kevin and Kelly Nelson, Dick
Watkins, Jennie Prothro,Gwen Snyder, Philip Strniste, John Galbary, Joe Meekins, Leona McManus, and Kathleen

O’Grady

Wood Stork 4

Anhinga 2

Great Blue Heron 11

Great Egret 6

Little Blue Heron 6

Green Heron 1

White Ibis 20

Black Vulture 19

Turkey Vulture 26

Osprey 6

Bald Eagle 3
Red-shouldered Hawk 8
Red-tailed Hawk 1
Peregrine Falcon 1
Virginia Rail 1

Spotted Sandpiper 1
Solitary Sandpiper 1
Mourning Dove 14
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 20
Barred Owl 10

Common Nighthawk 1
Chimney Swift 13
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 3
Belted Kingfisher 2
Red-headed Woodpecker 9
Red-bellied Woodpecker 24

Downy Woodpecker 17
Hairy Woodpecker 2
Northern Flicker 1
Pileated Woodpecker 51
Eastern Wood-Pewee 13
Acadian Flycatcher 13
Great Crested Flycatcher 2
Eastern Kingbird 1
White-eyed Vireo 54
Yellow-throated Vireo 2
Red-eyed Vireo 10

Blue Jay 19

American Crow 134

Fish Crow 2

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 5
Bank Swallow 51

Carolina Chickadee 26
Tufted Titmouse 27
White-breasted Nuthatch 7
Carolina Wren 36

Eastern Bluebird 2

Veery 27

Swainson’s Thrush 7
Wood Thrush 3

American Robin 2
Northern Mockingbird 1

Brown Thrasher 1
Ovenbird 2

Worm-eating Warbler 1
Northern Waterthrush 1
Blue-winged Warbler 1
Black-and-white Warbler 4
Common Yellowthroat 13
Hooded Warbler 7
American Redstart 34
Northern Parula 30
Magnolia Warbler 8
Chestnut-sided Warbler 4
Black-throated Blue Warbler 9
Pine Warbler 3
Yellow-throated Warbler 2
Canada Warbler 2
Yellow-breasted Chat 4
Eastern Towhee 3
Summer Tanager 15
Scarlet Tanager 3
Northern Cardinal 78
Blue Grosbeak 5

Indigo Bunting 15
Bobolink 1

Common Grackle 4
Baltimore Oriole 2
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McCords Ferry Hike,

Congaree National Park
Saturday, 21 January 2012
09:00 - 1:00
Meet at the Visitors Center Parking Lot

McCord’s Ferry over the Congaree River has a long history that dates back to 1749 or
earlier, when it started out as Joyner’s Ferry. It was a strategic crossing over the Congaree
and was the scene of several notables during the Revolutionary War including General
Nathanael Greene, Francis Marion, the “Swamp Fox,” Light-horse Harry Lee, and others.
It was in continuous use by the same family for more than 150 years, referred to as Bates
Ferry in the twentieth century, and eventually replaced by a bridge over the Congaree in
the 1920s.

The ferry crossed the “Big Bend of the Congaree” until the great flood of 1852 cut a new
channel across the narrow neck of land, isolating the ferry and creating one of the largest
oxbow lakes in South Carolina which we now know as Bates Old River. Over the years
much of the old river channel has filled in with sediment and silt from the Congaree
River’s extensive watershed.

The long neck of land between the two ends of Bates Old River, historically known as
“Buckhead” was until recently part of the Riverstone Tract which has now been acquired
as an addition to the Park, thanks to the help of Senator Graham and Congressman
Clyburn, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Trust for Public Land, students
from Kelly Mill Middle School in Blythewood, and others.

The hike will take place on parts of the new acquisition including the old road bed that
in times past led to McCords Ferry. We will hike to the Congaree River on this old road
bed, and stop on the way to see the large virgin cypress with a 29 foot circumference,
currently the largest known cypress circumference in the Park. However, since this tree
is a good bit shorter than the current state champion, located in the Park, it doesn’t quite
have enough points to replace it.

We will meet at the Harry Hampton Visitors Center Parking Lot at 09:00, then carpool
down to Highway 601. Bring water, a snack, and hiking footwear; total hiking distance,
about 2.5 miles, mostly on an old road bed but with some off trail walking, on dry land.

Call John Cely at 782-7450, jecely@sc.rr.com
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Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements.

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, 1 would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-

ductible contribution of $ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.
$ 15.00 Individual $ 50.00 Advocate $ 500.00 Benefactor $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
$ 35.00 Family $ 100.00 Partner $ 1000.00 Patron $ 1000.00 Corporate
New Member Renewal | would like to work on the following committee(s):
Field Trips Fundraising
Name(s): Public Relations Membership
Mailing Address: Education Advocacy
City: State: Zip: Events Newsletter
Hm Phone: (__) Wk Phone: (__) Research Other:
E-mail:

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements.

In addition to my membership, | would like to give $ Please provide contact information so we can inform the person
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp: or family:

In Memory of: Name:

In Honor of: Address:

As a Gift Membership to: City: State: Zip:

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746
FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.



