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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

By Caroline Grego

	 Congaree Swamp has long been a popular hunting 
ground.  It has also long been a favored setting of macabre 
tales and ghost stories.  For Governor Wade Hampton, those 
two legacies—one functional, one cultural—came together 
with tragic results. 
	 In 1878, Hampton (b. 1818, d. 1902) had been governor 
of South Carolina for two years, and was facing a re-
election battle.  As a lieutenant general of the Confederate 
Cavalry during the Civil War and heir to one of South 
Carolina’s most renowned families, he was representative 
of former plantation interests in state politics, and ran for 
governor as a Democratic opponent to “Radical Republican” 
Reconstruction policies.
	 On November 5th, 1878, Hampton had just weathered 
the election and was about to embark on a hunting trip 
in Congaree Swamp with Mr. Albert Rhett Elmore, Col. 
Thomas Taylor, Capt. William H. Stack and his son Willie, 
Mr. George Davis, and a Mr. Swygert.  The hunting trip took 
an unexpected turn when Hampton was thrown from his 
mule and broke his leg, which had to be amputated shortly 
thereafter.  Mr. Elmore wrote an account of the accident, 
which was published in The State in 1899.  What follows 
below are excerpts from the article.  Mr. Elmore, known as 
“Doc Elmore,” was a former Confederate soldier who served 
during the Civil War in the Congaree Mounted Riflemen of 
the Hampton Legion, and later as a member of the South 
Carolina cavalry in the Charleston Light Dragoons.
	 First is a description of the hunting grounds, which 
mentions “the Dead river.”  This could refer to Old Dead 
River north of Butler Island or the channel north of Buyck’s 
Island, both former river channels along the Congaree.
 	 “An Account of General Hampton’s Accident and How 
it Came to Be Written”
 	 “…On the 5th day of November, 1878, just 21 years 
ago, the whole party left Columbia for the swamps of the 
Congaree 18 miles below the city, except Gov. Hampton, 
who was detained by official business relative to the 
elections which had taken place on Tuesday, the day before.  
He was to come on and join us at camp the next day, 
Thursday…

Governor Wade Hampton’s 
Congaree Swamp Hunting Accident

	 “The numerous old antebellum plantations had grown 
up in large crab-apple thickets frequently covering many 
acres.  Through one of these we passed by a narrow Indian 
trail, which, about two miles from our camping, was the first 
opening near the banks of the Dead river.”
	 Mr. Elmore heard both barrels of a rifle being shot, and a 
horn being blown that Capt. Stack recognized as Hampton’s.  
He rushed his horse through a crab apple thicket, where he 
found Hampton.
	 “Jumping from my saddle I ran to Gen. Hampton.  He 
had dragged himself to a small oak tree and was lying with 
his shoulders propped against it at full length, with one foot 

Gov. Wade Hampton

Hampton cont. page 3
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President’s Corner

Dr. John Grego

and ankle covered with his black felt hat.  He was very pale 
and evidently suffering.  I dropped on my knees beside him 
and exclaimed:  ‘Governor, what’s the matter?’  He replied:  
‘Albert, my leg is badly broken.’  I said, ‘I hope not, sir.’  He 
replied:  ‘Oh, yes, see.’  And with the toe of his well foot he 
upped the hat over from the other.  He had cut the shoe from 
it, and I looked and saw the white sock saturated with blood, 
the ankle bone protruding at least an inch.  He then said 
‘Don’t touch it.’
	 “Just at this juncture Col. Taylor rode up, and was 
followed by Capt. Stack and the rest of the party.
	 “I volunteered to ride to Columbia for Dr. B. W. Taylor, 
a brother of Col. Tom Taylor, who had been surgeon on Gen. 
Hampton’s staff throughout the entire war…
	 “The general stated before I left that he had ridden the 
fine saddle horse of Col. Robert M. Sims, secretary of state, 
from Columbia.  Upon arriving at the camp and finding that 
the party was out hunting, he concluded to follow and join 
them.  In order to rest his horse, he had his saddle transferred 
to the back of a large grey mule—belonging to Mr. George 
Davis, a restive, tricky brute, which he had found tied up in 
camp.  In passing through the crab-apple thicket, he stopped 
to listen for the hounds.  The mule being restive would not 
stand still.  The general, seeing an overhanging limb, threw 
the end of his reins over it in a loop, grasping them firmly 
below the limb, thinking that by holding the beast square up 
against the bit, and by the touch of the spur he could keep 
him still long enough to listen.
	 “At the first touch of the spur, the animal made a lunge, 
jerking the reins loose from the limb, and out of his hands 
and, coming unbuckled, the reins fell to the ground.  The 
mule continued his buck-jumps, with the general completely 
at his mercy.  Seeing this, he quickly threw his right leg over 
the pummel of his saddle and sprang sideways to the ground.
	 “A vicious lunge forward at that moment caused the 
general to alight with his whole weight on the left foot, and 
being a man of heavy weight the ankle bones snapped like 
pipe-stems…”
	 “…[Elmore rode to Columbia to fetch Dr. Taylor, who] 
was in a short time on his way, meeting the entire party some 
miles from Columbia bringing the general.  He had been 
made as comfortable as possible in Mr. Davis’ spring wagon 
on a mattress placed on a bed spring.  Upon examination of 
the wound, after getting to Columbia, it was at once seen 
that there was no chance to save the leg.
	 “The operation was performed by Drs. Taylor and 
Talley, assisted by Dr. Frank Green.  It was removed a little 
above the ankle.  After some days gangrene set in and a 
second amputation just below the knee became necessary.  
Grave fears were entertained for his life, but the strong 
constitution of the man enabled him to pull through and 
still live to enjoy the honor, respect and love of his people, 
friends and admirers.”

Hampton cont. from page 1

US 601

	 Friends of Congaree Swamp, South Carolina Wildlife 
Federation, National Audubon and Audubon SC met with 
our attorneys, and chose not to appeal US Fourth District 
Court Judge Margaret’s Seymour decision rejecting our 
complaint that the design and construction of the US 601 
bridges violated the National Environmental Policy Act. 
This ends a fight that started in December 2003 with little 
substantive improvement in the original project design:  
the causeway will remain 3 miles long, sheet flow and 
wildlife  movement across the floodplain is just as impaired 
as before, more wetlands will be filled than restored, 
public access to park lands off the causeway has not been 
incorporated into the design, transmission lines still mar the 
corridor, and a redesigned boat ramp unnecessarily cleared 
wetlands.
	 With the successful acquisition of almost all lands in 
the 2003 boundary expansion (see accompanying article), 
we would like to hope that opportunities to improve the 
public’s experience at the eastern end of the park still exist.  
The enormous bald cypress tree (see photo) near historic 
McCords Ferry is only 10 minutes’ walk from the US 601 
causeway.  Another 10 minutes’ walk, and visitors could be 
overlooking the Congaree River at the site of the old ferry 
landing.  There is currently no plan in place for parking 
off 601 for the public to visit these sites, though the park 
service tried in vain to discuss its concerns with SCDOT.  
A half mile farther south on the other side of 601, a series 
of large sloughs often hold an alligator or wading birds.  
This would have been a natural place for a pull-out, but 
again no such provision was made by SCDOT in its design.  
These sites will always be available to those familiar with 
the park, but that’s not the point—the re-design of the US 
601 corridor was a unique opportunity to create another 
focal point for the park—an opportunity that may well have 
slipped away.  We fervently hope that as attention is drawn 
to the new acquisition, the issue of public access can be 
revisited, though a retro-fit may ultimately not be practical.
	 I would like to thank the staff of South Carolina 

Environmental Law Project for all the legal assistance 
they have provided over the years, and extend a special 
thanks to our Advocacy Chair, Board Member Dick 
Watkins, who poured his heart and soul into this effort.  
Perhaps our great-grandchildren in the year 2075 will 
have more success with the next-generation 601 bridges.

Columbia Canalfront Park

	 In our Winter 2010 newsletter, we noted that plans 
for maintaining the embankment of the Columbia Canal 
and Riverfront Park along the Broad River had improved 
significantly from the original concept.  This is no more 
evident than on the monthly inspection walks along the 
canal that started several months ago.  Engineers from 
Chao and Associates and Cranston Engineering conduct 
the monthly inspections, and provide an open invitation 
for advocacy groups and resource agencies to accompany 
them.  
	 As you pick your way along the foot of the 
embankment on often ill-defined or non-existent trails, 
it’s hard to believe the original plan called for a 10-foot 
wide cleared path, let alone an embankment cleared 
of all vegetation but large trees and an introduced 
groundcover.  Currently, wherever a trail along the base 
of the embankment exists, clearing is only a couple feet 
wide;  otherwise, vegetation on the embankment’s slope 
is untouched.  The canal downstream of the pedestrian 
bridge (towards Gervais Street) has always had a grassy 
embankment, and this embankment is regularly mowed.  
The few small trees on the embankment are currently 
protected, but this portion of the embankment cries out 
for a better vegetation plan.
	 During the inspections, the engineers check pre-
existing leaks and seepages, and look for new animal-
burrowing activity.  To date, no action to repair leaks 
has been needed, and this could well be the case for 
the foreseeable future.  In the event leaks or seepages 
worsen, typical repairs would likely be highly localized 
in nature, and would not affect the visitor’s experience at 
the park.
	 This project has been important because it set a 
precedent for a discussion of the management of our 
downtown waterfront.  As waterfront access and interest 
in waterfront amenities increase, the compromise reached 
on this project has set a standard for the protection of a 
natural river buffer.

2011 Triennial Review
	 Every 3 years, as mandated by the Federal Clean Water 
Act, SCDHEC reviews its water classification and standards, 
and classified waters to ensure state regulations remain in 
compliance with federal standards.  In the past, industry groups 
were the primary participants in the review process, with little 
feedback from environmental organizations (Friends of Congaree 
Swamp was the only environmental group to provide public 
comments during the previous triennial review).  Environmental 
organizations, led by Coastal Conservation League, American 
Rivers, Upstate Forever, the state’s waterkeeper organizations, 
and Southern Environmental Law Center have been intensively 
involved in the current review process since its onset in 2010, and 
have provided detailed feedback on a wide range of water quality 
issues.
	 SCDHEC has been in contact with stakeholder groups 
throughout the process.  Much of the recent discussion has 
focused on bacterial indicator species for water quality.  South 
Carolina has long used fecal coliform (measured in colonies  per 
100 ml water sample) as an indicator of water quality.
	 Based on EPA recommendations dating to 1986, the federal 
government has been encouraging the states to replace fecal 
coliform with E Coli (Escherechia coli) as a bacterial indicator 
species, since E Coli is a better predictor of water recreation-
related human illnesses (e.g., gastroenteritis).  Guidelines 
include standards for both single samples and a geometric mean 
of measurements taken over a set period of time (usually, one 
month).
	 The 1986 EPA standards vary depending on level of risk 
and water body use.   For recreational waters, there are typically 
4 use levels: designated beach area, moderate full body contact 
recreation, lightly used full body contact recreation, infrequently 
used full body contact recreation.  Many states have adopted a 
single geometric mean standard regardless of recreational use 
(usually 126 colonies per 100 ml), while adopting multiple single 
sample standards based on different uses for the same level of 
risk.  
	 In a May 2011 letter, Congaree National Park endorsed 
the use of E Coli standards consistent with the 1986 EPA 
recommendations, and supported standards that would help South 
Carolina meet an important goal of the Clean Water Act—that 
all waters be swimmable.  Though Friends of Congaree Swamp 
had been following the process from a distance and provided 
intermittent feedback, the park’s letter spurred us to participate 
more fully in the proceedings.  We have been attending 
stakeholders’ meetings the past couple months, and provided 
SCDHEC staff with public comments.  In particular, we prepared 
a data base of state regulations for all 31 states using E Coli as 
their bacterial standard, and have provided comparative analyses 
of single sample standards and monthly mean standards.
	 The focus of debates among stakeholders has not been on 
the monthly mean standard, but rather on the single sample 
standard: should a single sample maximum even be used, and 
if so, should it be the same standard for all water bodies, or 
vary depending on recreational use?  Of course, environmental 

Review cont. page 7
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Upcoming Field Trips & Events
June 23, 2011 became another memorable date in Congaree National Park’s 
history - when the National Park Service (NPS) purchased the final 433.9 acres 
of the 1,840-acre Riverstone tract for Congaree National Park.

The Riverstone tract is the link to connect a conservation corridor of more 
than 42,000 acres of federal land and state land along the Congaree, Wateree, 
and upper Santee rivers.  The Riverstone tract also adds significant biological, 
geological, hydrological, cultural, and historical resources at Congaree National 
Park. 

The Spring 2011 newsletter of Friends of Congaree Swamp (FCS) summarized 
twists and turns in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 federal appropriations process 
- seeking $1.4 million of land acquisition funding for the Riverstone tract.  
Eventually, during April 2011, Congress appropriated a lump sum of FY 2011 
funding for land acquisition by the National Park Service - without specifying 
the parks for which land would be purchased.  At the May 8 deadline for FCS’s 
Spring newsletter, the National Park Service had not yet announced the parks for 
which FY 2011 funding would purchase land. 

We were delighted to learn May 17 that the National Park Service would 
expend $1.4 million of FY 2011 funding to purchase the final 433.9 acres of the 
Riverstone tract.  

Riverstone acquisition was completed June 23, 2011, fulfilling a quest which 
began in 1991.  A more-detailed history will be published in a future FCS 
newsletter.

Senator Hollings and Congressman Clyburn introduced legislation in 2003 
- seeking to authorize a 4,576-acre expansion of Congaree Swamp National 
Monument, and seeking to elevate the expanded “National Monument” to 
“National Park” status.  The Hollings-Clyburn legislation was enacted in 
November 2003 as part of Public Law 108-108.  The 4,576-acre boundary 
expansion authorization included the 2,395-acre Bates Fork tract and the 1,840-
acre Riverstone tract. 

After purchasing the Bates Fork tract in 2005, the National Park Service 
purchased the Riverstone tract in four phases as federal funding became 
available:

156.25 acres  in May 2008.•	
837.75 acres in June 2009, using $2.69 million allocated by Congress for FY 2009.•	
412.5 acres in March 2010, using $1.32 million requested by President Obama and allocated by Congress for FY •	
2010.
433.9 acres on June 23, 2011, using $1.4 million requested by President Obama for FY 2011 and allocated by the •	
National Park Service in May 2011 from a lump sum appropriated by Congress in April 2011. 

We are grateful to The Trust for Public Land, whose diligent efforts facilitated acquisition of the Riverstone tract for 
Congaree National Park.

We are especially grateful to Congressman Clyburn and Senator Graham for requesting funding with which the National 
Park Service purchased the Riverstone tract. 

NPS Completes Riverstone Acquisition

This massive bald cypress tree stands 
near the former McCord’s Ferry 
Road.  It is on land that the park 
acquired in 2010, but only became 
accessible in 2011, when acquisition 
of the Riverstone Tract was complete.  
It is now one of the largest bald 
cypress trees in the park, with a knee 
almost 8 feet tall.

Big Bird Hike
Searching for Migrating 
Warblers and Thrushes

Saturday, September 10th, 2011 
8:30am-12:00pm

Congaree National Park, 
Harry Hampton Visitor Center

You are invited to join Ranger Kathleen O’Grady and John 
Grego for a fall migratory bird hike. Congaree National 
Park is a Globally Important Birding Area and neotropi-
cal migrants may be moving through on their way back to 
Central America.The program will focus on how to identify 
some of the confusing fall warblers as well as allow partici-
pants the opportunity to practice their audio identification 
skills.

Call 803-776-4396 for reservations. Please bring 
water,insect repellent and binoculars. Hiking footwear is 
recommended. Get ready to bird!

Calling all Citizen Scientists! 

Join Ranger Kathleen O’Grady 
Sunday, September 18th, 2011 

for the 
Fall North American 
Migration Day Count 

being held at 
Congaree National Park

The Park is a Globally Important Birding Area and your 
participation contributes to the collection of data for the 
resource as well as the migrating birds moving across 
North America. If you would like to participate, please 
call 803-776-4396 to register and to select the area that 
you would like to count.   Unless other arrangements have 
been made beforehand, participants should plan to meet at 
the Visitors Center at 8:30 AM for their assignments.  No 
experience is required; beginners will be assigned to work 
with knowledgeable experts.

Aquatic Critters 
Appreciation Hike
Congaree National Park

Harry Hampton Visitors Center 
Parking Lot

Saturday, October 15, 2011
8:00 AM-12:00 PM
Leader: Jim Bulak

Congaree National Park contains a variety of aquatic 
habitats—oxbow lakes, streams, sloughs, and temporary 
pools.  Each habitat is home to a distinct aquatic 
community adapted to that habitat type.  Depending on the 
hydrological conditions in June, we will pick sites along 
the Kingsnake Trail that will encompass a number of these 
habitat types.  We will bring along the necessary gear to 
stop at these sites and collect and discuss an interesting 
spectrum of the types of fish, crayfish, insects, salamanders 
and other critters that live in them.  The tour will be led by 
Dr. Jim Bulak, Fisheries biologist with SCDNR.  Congaree 
National Park ecologist Dr. Theresa Thom will be there as 
well to lend her expertise on macroinvertebrates.

This hike will be mostly on-trail but will stop at aquatic 
sites for closer inspection.  Participants should be in 
moderate physical shape.  Bring water and insect repellant; 
long pants are recommended.  Jogging shoes or light hiking 
boots are appropriate.  If participants wish to assist with 
sampling, wading shoes or boots would be helpful.  This 
hike is limited to the first 25 people to sign up.  We will 
meet at the Visitors Center and carpool to the start of the 
Kingsnake Trail off South Cedar Creek Road, where we 
will meet up with researchers collecting samples in Cedar 
Creek.  

To sign up, contact:
 

John Grego 
jrgrego@mindspring.com

803-331-3366)
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	 In our Spring 2011 newsletter, we outlined concerns with a 
Norfolk Southern Railroad project to replace portions of the main 
bridge over the Congaree River.  Friends of Congaree Swamp, 
Congaree Riverkeeper, and resource agencies had been unhappy 
both with the lack of information in the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (“the Corps”) draft permit and with the few details of 
the project actually outlined in the permit.  The US Army Corps 
of Engineers scheduled a site visit to discuss the project with 
resource agencies (advocacy groups who provided comments 
were not invited) and Norfolk Southern and its consultants.
	 On May 1, the Corps forwarded to Congaree National 
Park staff an itemized response prepared by Norfolk Southern’s 
consultant to all the public comments provided on the draft 
permit, along with a set of revised plans.  The Corps asked park 
staff to provide comments by May 19.  Friends of Congaree 
Swamp was never contacted by the Corps, and we found out 
about the May 19 deadline and associated documents after 
the fact.  Upon reviewing the responses, we requested the 
opportunity to provide further comments on the permit, and the 
Corps acceded to our request.
	 The consultant’s response included details on a new project 
design.  The new design was a substantive improvement over the 
previous design, removing much of the temporary  causeways 
and crib walls proposed in the original design.  The project 
changes assuaged the most serious concerns of the resource 
agencies, but we felt that some important problems remained, and 
shared those concerns with the Corps. 

Atypical baseline river stage

	 Norfolk Southern’s consultant will construct temporary 
bridges as work structures, and an additional set of roll-in/roll-out 
falsework structures to assist with replacement of bridge sections.  
The temporary bridges would restrict navigation since they would 
be built slightly above the water surface.  Norfolk Southern 
proposed maintaining a 25-foot gap in the temporary bridges so 
that the Congaree would still be navigable.  
	 Specifically, Norfolk Southern designed the height of 
temporary bridges and roll-in/roll-out structures based on a Mean 
Sea Level of 74.10 feet, surveyed in October 2010.  Friends 
of Congaree Swamp downloaded data from a downstream 
gage (Santee River at Trezevant’s Landing) that can be readily 
compared to the Norfolk Southern baseline stage 6.1 miles 
upstream.
	 The gage data show that the river level was unusually low 
from the latter half of October 2010 through November 2010.  
Further, a look at the gage from 1988 to 2011 showed that 74.1 
feet represents an unusually low value for the gage, typical of 
drought years rather than normal river stages.  In fact, 90.7% 
of all daily readings for 1988-2011 are higher than 74.10 feet.  
Remember that this gage is more than 6 miles downstream of 
the RR, and hence the river level will be lower by a foot or 
more, so the 74.10-foot baseline is even more extreme than the 
downstream gage data suggest.
	 This baseline suggests that the temporary bridges have been 
placed too low, and that the planned 10-foot freeboard for the 

Norfolk Southern Railroad Project
roll-in/roll-out falsework bridges may be insufficient to ensure 
safe navigation of the river.

Hydrological modeling

	 The consultant, in response to concerns expressed about 
placement of fill in the floodplain, stated only that hydrological 
modeling shows “no-rise”, and then concluded that the project 
would have no effect on the river’s channel or banks.  This 
is a flawed argument we often see presented in hydrological 
analyses—“no rise” is a standard frequently used in flood 
insurance studies, and really not appropriate to address the park’s 
primary concerns, which focused on the effect of fill on the 
morphology of the river channel and river banks.  Though fill 
in the new design has been substantively reduced, the presence 
of a temporary access ramp and temporary access pad within 
the 100-year floodplain for over 18 months will still affect high 
river flows.  Given the sensitive nature of the vegetation and 
fauna along the river’s levee forests, sand bars, and gravel bars, 
we recommended a more careful hydraulics analysis and more 
thorough review by the Corps to ensure that the temporary fill 
will not have long-term impacts on the river’s sandbars and 
natural levee ecosystems.

Threatened and endangered species documentation

	 The report on threatened and endangered species provided 
little indication that consultants reviewed more recent references 
than a 2003 report, though several more contemporary references 
were provided during the public comment period.  Friends of 
Congaree Swamp was particularly concerned with Shortnose 
Sturgeon.  A 2007 SCDNR study showed significant sturgeon 
activity in the park not only during the proposed February 1-April 
30 construction moratorium, but throughout the summer.  We 
were not necessarily focused on protecting adult sturgeon, but felt 
the spring moratorium, while encouraging nesting, anticipated 
only unsuccessful nesting since it did not extend farther into the 
year to protect newly-hatched sturgeon.
	 Concurrent with the Corps’ permitting process, SCDHEC 
issued a water quality permit as well.  Friends of Congaree 
Swamp commented on the SCDHEC permit, and requested 
a final board review.  In addition to the above points, we 
expressed concern about the alternatives analysis.  Unlike 
most alternative analyses we see, a robust range of alternative 
construction alternatives were listed by the consultant, but only 
the selected alternative was judged feasible.  SCDHEC accepted 
the alternatives analysis without a critical analysis of their own, 
though we felt that other alternatives deserved more attention.  	
The Corps has not yet issued a new permit, and SCDHEC, as 
anticipated, did not accept a request for final review.  The project 
has been improved, but additional improvements would help 
protect the park.

organizations are unanimous in recommending a daily maximum.  
Otherwise, a serious water quality problem may go unreported 
for up to a month.  And there are practical reasons to support a 
daily maximum of 235, corresponding to the most stringent EPA 
use—designated beach area.  In 2009, SCDHEC conducted a 
study of surface water quality at 73 different water monitoring 
stations around the state.  For any given month, if a single sample 
measurement of 235 or greater was observed, the geometric mean 
was likely to be above 126 as well.  Likewise, if none of the 
single sample measurements in a month exceeded 235, then the 
geometric mean rarely exceeded 126.  When considering higher 

single sample maxima (e.g., 575 for infrequently used full body 
contact recreation), you’re only forestalling the inevitable when 
you have a high reading that falls below 575—the daily standard 
may be met, but the geometric mean would likely be exceeded.  
Based on a careful analysis of the study, we saw little reason to 
use a relaxed daily standard.
	 SCDHEC itself has considered a couple different sets 
of recommendations, but has still not settled on a final 
recommendation.  In addition to this surface water quality 
standard, there will be much discussion in upcoming months 
on waste water and storm water discharge standards, and 
their linkage to the standards developed for surface watering 
monitoring.

Review cont. from page 3

Field Trips & Events in Review

Red-shouldered Hawk     1
Mourning Dove     3
Yellow-billed Cuckoo     1
Barred Owl     4
Chuck-will’s-widow     2
Eastern Whip-poor-will     1
Chimney Swift     2
Red-headed Woodpecker     1
Red-bellied Woodpecker     6
Downy Woodpecker     1
Pileated Woodpecker     3
Eastern Wood-Pewee     1
Acadian Flycatcher     5
Eastern Phoebe     1
Great Crested Flycatcher     7
White-eyed Vireo     4
Yellow-throated Vireo     1
Red-eyed Vireo     6
American Crow     1
Carolina Chickadee     2
Tufted Titmouse     8
Carolina Wren     7

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher     3
Veery     2
Northern Parula     11
Black-throated Blue Warbler     5
Yellow-throated Warbler     5
Pine Warbler     3
Prothonotary Warbler     1
Hooded Warbler     1
Summer Tanager     1
Scarlet Tanager     1
Northern Cardinal     8
Brown-headed Cowbird     1

But wait, there’s more!  Results from the 
Santee Birding Festival hike:
Great Blue Heron  1
Great Egret  1
Turkey Vulture  2
Mississippi Kite  2
Red-shouldered Hawk  2
Mourning Dove  3
Yellow-billed Cuckoo  3

Barred Owl  2
Chimney Swift  12
Ruby-throated Hummingbird  5
Red-headed Woodpecker  1
Red-bellied Woodpecker  7
Downy Woodpecker  1
Pileated Woodpecker  4
Eastern Wood-Pewee  3
Acadian Flycatcher  14
Great Crested Flycatcher  4
White-eyed Vireo  13
Yellow-throated Vireo  2
Blue-headed Vireo  1
Red-eyed Vireo  11
Blue Jay  1
Fish Crow  1
Carolina Chickadee  4
Tufted Titmouse  7
White-breasted Nuthatch  1
Brown-headed Nuthatch  1
Carolina Wren  11
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  6
Wood Thrush  2
Gray Catbird  2
Northern Parula  31
Black-throated Blue Warbler  7
Yellow-throated Warbler  9
Pine Warbler  3
Prothonotary Warbler  6
Ovenbird  1
Louisiana Waterthrush  1
Kentucky Warbler  1
Hooded Warbler  8
Summer Tanager  6
Scarlet Tanager  1
Northern Cardinal  11
Common Grackle  5

Robin Carter Dawn Chorus Walk
Pre-dawn owls and nightjars?  Check.  Thrush?  Check.  Warblers?  Check.  We don’t 
always find all the birds we promise on the Robin Carter Dawn Chorus Walk, but this 
year was as close as we come.  Starting at 5:30 in the morning, Donna Slyce led a 
group of 30 participants along the entrance road and park boardwalk with the assistance 
of ranger Kathleen O’Grady.  Donna and Kathleen had some welcome help from 
Greenville birder Jeff Click and local birder Brad Dalton.  After the walk—breakfast!  
Friends members had prepared shrimp and grits, cheddar drop biscuits, bacon-and-date 
scones (a new experiment), orange-and-cherry scones, sausage and cheese strata, fruit, 
juice and lots of coffee.  Immediately after breakfast, several of the participants joined 
the birding walk sponsored by the Santee Birding Festival, tallying several additional 
species.

Thanks again to Donna Slyce for continuing this unique event initiated by Robin Carter 
and now held in his honor, and to Friends of Congaree Swamp Vice President Sharon 
Kelly for helping out once again with breakfast.
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Advocates for Congaree National Park and its unique environment.

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $ 15.00 Individual	 _____ $ 50.00 Advocate	 _____ $ 500.00 Benefactor	 _____ $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $ 35.00 Family	 _____ $ 100.00 Partner		 _____ $ 1000.00 Patron		  _____ $ 1000.00 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
	 _____ Field Trips		 _____ Fundraising
	 _____ Public Relations	 _____ Membership
	 _____ Education		  _____ Advocacy
	 _____ Events		  _____ Newsletter
	 _____ Research		  _____ Other: ___________

	 _____ New Member	 _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 


