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New canoe/kayak launches 
moving toward reality

New canoe/kayak launches for 
Bannister Bridge and South Cedar 
Creek are about to get off  the 
drawing board and become reality. 
The designs have been approved 
and the National Park Service’s 
regional office was to put out a 
request for bids by the end of  May.

The Bannister Bridge landing 
will include a retaining wall 
along the former Bannister Bridge 
causeway that will serve as an 
informal bench. The bank of  South 
Cedar Creek will be reinforced 
with a masonry edge, and another 
long low step will be placed farther 
back to improve the slope. Pervious 
pavers with large openings for 
native vegetation will help remedy 
the on-going soil compaction, 
erosion and vegetation loss at the 
site. 

At the South Cedar Creek 
landing, wood rails will be used 
to discourage use of  the current 
upstream and downstream 
landings after they are stabilized 
and restored. A short elevated 
ramp will lead from the causeway, 
safely over cypress knees, to a 
launching platform located on a 
downstream bank. One of  the rails 
on the ramp will form a wide, low 
shelf  that boaters can use as a skid 
for their watercraft. 

Long-time members of  Friends 
of  Congaree Swamp may recollect 
newsletter articles from several 

years ago on plans to upgrade 
the canoe/kayak launches. Those 
plans ran into difficulties over the 
design of  the problematic South 
Cedar Creek access and the costs 
associated with an environmental 
assessment. Efforts have persisted 
since then, but after so many 
previous false starts, we have been 
reluctant to report progress to the 
membership until we were certain 
the project would proceed.

Our most recent effort began 
in 2009 when Friends hired Tom 
Dawson, a landscape architect, to 
develop a set of  plans that could 
serve as the basis for steps that 
would need to follow, including an 
environmental assessment. Tom is 
the son of  Mike Dawson, executive 
director of  the River Alliance, 
and served as Palmetto Trails 
coordinator some years ago.  

Shortly after Tom developed 
his drawings, we were quite 
fortunate that the park was able 
to apply for FY 2009 ARRA 
funding (“stimulus funds”) to 
hire a contractor to conduct 
an environmental assessment. 
The environmental assessment, 
which also included an analysis 
of  parking lot improvements 
at both sites, was completed by 
November 2010. Since then, Tom 
Dawson and park staff  reached an 

Wildflower Hike
In appreciation of  the Park’s 

vegetative community, Friends 
will organize a hike to the long 
leaf  pine woods off  Garrick 
Road on Saturday, June 2, from 
8:30 a.m. until noon.

Professor John Nelson, chief  
curator of  USC’s A.C. Moore 
Herbarium, will lead the botany 
tour. Park staff  conducted a 
controlled burn earlier this 
year through the Garrick Road 
tract, so it should be a great 
opportunity to see how plants 
have reacted to the burn, as well 
as an opportunity to see a little-
visited, yet unique part of  the 
park.

This hike will be entirely 
off-trail; we will generally be 
hiking through open understory, 
though there will be some 
undergrowth to negotiate as 
well. Participants should be in 
moderate physical shape. Bring 
water and insect repellent; 
long pants are recommended. 
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Species	 Count	 Rank

Winter Wren	 43	 6
Rusty Blackbird	 346	 10

FinnChem USA
FinnChem USA, formerly known as Huron Tech, 

recently applied for a renewal of  its NPDES (National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) permit. 
FinnChem manufactures sodium chlorate, used to 
bleach paper. Sodium chlorate is a lesser evil than 
dioxin, though it is a powerful defoliant, and combusts 
explosively when exposed to air. The permit sets 
conditions for treated process wastewater discharged to 
an outfall pipe shared with Richland County’s Eastover 
Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant, which in turn 
discharges into the Wateree River.

In general, it was good to see a long list of  permit 
requirements that maintained existing monitoring 
levels and frequencies, and to see additional monitoring 
standards introduced. Friends of  Congaree Swamp 
did report on two areas of  concern: rare, threatened 
and endangered species documentation and mercury 
monitoring.

The state Department of  Health and Environmental 
Control always presents a permit rationale in addition 
to its draft permit. Consistently, we find DHEC’s 
documentation of  rare species inadequate, often 
woefully so. 

In particular, we discussed the well-documented 
and well-studied presence of  shortnose sturgeon in 
the Wateree River. No federally listed freshwater 
mussel species are in the area, but Savannah Lilliput 
(Toxolasma pullus) mussels have been found nearby as 
part of  a joint study between the park and The Nature 
Conservancy, and are currently being considered for 
federal listing.

DHEC lists the Wateree River as impaired for 
mercury based on analysis of  fish tissues. Mercury has 
been detected in FinnChem’s discharge and DHEC 
recommended monitoring and reporting mercury 
levels with the intent of  setting a standard after further 
study. We were concerned because “monitoring and 
reporting” is often used in lieu of  an enforceable limit. 

We encouraged DHEC to set a definitive timeline 
for review of  the standard, as it seems that a standard 
will certainly need to be imposed. We will try to 
stay in contact with DHEC to follow its progress on 
developing a mercury standard.

Christmas Bird Count

Every year after the Christmas Bird Count ends, 
compilers can monitor Audubon’s website to compare 
their circles’ results to the national database containing 
results from more than 2,000 North American circles. 

This year, the Congaree Swamp Christmas Bird 
Count ranked first in the country for Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers with 101 seen or heard, and second in the 
country for Northern Flicker (Yellow-shafted) with 
227 recorded. Perhaps more importantly, we were one 
of  the top 10 sites in the county for Rusty Blackbird, 
a bird species whose declining population has greatly 
concerned scientists.

The Congaree Swamp Christmas Bird Count 
circle always compares favorably to other circles on 
woodpeckers, certain winter visitors, and, of  course, 
Barred Owls. The information collected from the 
counts obviously has many more valuable uses than 
stoking competitive impulses, but high rankings do 
confirm some of  the reasons Congaree National Park 
is a Globally Important Bird Area. 

These and other species, along with their count and 
rank, are listed below.

Species	 Count	 Rank

Barred Owl	 21	 12
Red-headed Woodpecker	 79	 9
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker	 101	 1
Northern Flicker (Yellow-shafted)	 227	 2
Pileated Woodpecker	 87	 4
Blue-headed Vireo	 22	 7

mailto:focs%40mindspring.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofcongaree.org
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The making of the COWASEE book

The genesis for the recently 
published “COWASEE Basin, The 
Green Heart of  South Carolina” 
book occurred in 2005 with the 
formation of  the COWASEE Basin 
Task Force by the S.C. Department 
of  Natural Resources. 

The focus area itself, covering 
215,000 acres, is a large watershed 
encompassing the floodplain 
forests of  the Congaree, Wateree 
and Upper Santee rivers, along 
with the bluffs and high hills 
surrounding them. 

The heart of  the Basin is, of  
course, Congaree National Park, 
South Carolina’s only national 
park. The Basin contains other 
significant public lands like 
Poinsett State Park, Sparkleberry 
Swamp, Congaree Bluffs Heritage 
Preserve and Manchester State 
Forest. 

In addition to its natural and 
scenic values, COWASEE has 
much historical and cultural 
significance, including four 
National Historic Landmarks and 
30 sites on the National Register of  
Historical Places.

In an effort to educate the public 
about the COWASEE Basin, I 
approached Warner Montgomery, 
publisher of  the “Columbia Star” 
newspaper, about a weekly column 
featuring the various aspects of  
the Basin. Warner enthusiastically 
agreed and 24 articles were written 
between April and October in 
2009. 

In 2010, Billy Cate, then 
executive director of  the Congaree 
Land Trust, came up with the 
idea of  a coffee table book on 
the COWASEE Basin, using the 
columns from the Columbia Star 
as a starting point. There have 
been several very nice tabletop 

By John Cely

books published in recent years 
featuring the beauty and scenery 
of  the South Carolina coast and 
mountains, but Billy felt that the 
Midlands, and specifically the 
COWASEE Basin, has its own 
unique charms and appeal worthy 
of  public recognition. 

Beautiful photographs are the 
basis of  any tabletop book and we 
felt like it was possible to work 
with the many good photographers 
in the Columbia area willing to 
donate their photographs for 
a good cause. Don Wuori, an 
excellent photographer himself, 
headed up the local chapter of  the 
Carolinas Nature Photographers 
Association (CNPA) and was very 
helpful promoting the idea to his 

colleagues. Over a year’s time, 24 
photographers donated more than 
100 photographs for the book.

Of  course, the main 
consideration in doing a book, 
especially one in large format 
with color photographs, is the 
cost. We were fortunate in having 
excellent financial support from 
Friends of  Congaree Swamp, the 
Richland County Conservation 
Commission, and the Dorothy 
and Edward Kendall Foundation, 
a private foundation. By 
underwriting the cost of  the book, 
the funders made it possible for 
proceeds from book sales to go 
to Congaree Land Trust for its 

Book presentation
Richard Watkins, right, chairman of  the COWASEE Basin Task Force and board 
member of  Friends of  Congaree Swamp, presents a copy of  the COWASEE Basin book 
to Dominik White of  Blythewood High School while Juli Jones, his former science 
teacher at Kelly Mill Middle School, looks on. Jones organized a letter-writing campaign 
involving more than 600 Kelly Mill students that was instrumental in getting the 
Riverstone Tract added to the park’s boundaries. Dominik coined the phrase “the green 
heart of  South Carolina” in reference to Congaree National Park and the COWASEE 
Basin Task Force adopted it for its conservation efforts.

See Cowasee, page 6
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Optimism about canal foliage premature
By John Grego

Our optimism about the fate 
of  the foliage on the riverward 
embankment of  the Columbia 
Canal apparently was premature.

Although Chao & Associates, 
the engineering firm hired 
by the City of  Columbia, 
recommended that lengthy portions 
of the embankment be maintained 
essentially as they are, it took a 
vastly different approach for the 
beautifully wooded section that has 
always concerned us the most. 

It endorsed the removal of trees 
less than six inches in diameter from 
the portion of the canal starting from 
the amphitheater and continuing 
north a few hundred yards beyond 
railroad bridge and I-126.

Contractors are removing those 
trees and all non-sensitive or 
invasive undergrowth on the sloped 
part of the embankment to allow for 
inspection of the banks for seepage 
from the canal through its banks.

 In addition, larger trees will not 
be replaced as they die, so this scenic 
section of the canal will eventually 
have the same unwelcoming 
appearance as the shadeless section 
stretching downstream from the 
amphitheater to the hydro plant. 

The city draws a portion of its 
drinking water from the canal, 
which originally was built in 1891 
for power generation. Monthly 
inspections had shown that 
seepages were stable, that no 
new seepages had formed, and 
that the embankment was readily 
inspected with minimal removal of  
vegetation.  

The most affected section of 
the embankment lies very close 
to the Broad River and advocacy 
groups and resource agencies 
have consistently been concerned 
that the city and its consultants 
did not distinguish between levee 

embankment and river 
bank in their plans.  

Proper conservation 
of  this riverside habitat 
is essential to the water 
quality of  the Broad 
River, and we argued 
that some portion of  
the river bank should 
be preserved. In fact, 
the city had recently 
enacted water quality 
buffers which could 
have provided some 
measure of  protection 
for the Broad River’s 
banks had federal 
regulations not 
trumped the city’s 
ordinance. 

Unfortunately, 
when Chao & 
Associates released 
the Columbia Canal 
West Embankment-Phase II plan 
it prepared for FERC (Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission) 
earlier this Spring, it made a nod 
toward protection of the riparian 
corridor, but ultimately chose a 
maintenance plan that completely 
sets aside environmental and 
water quality issues in favor of 
perceived embankment safety, and 
recommends removing vegetation 
right down to the river’s edge.

If the city removes all trees less 
than six inches in diameter from 
this section, it will be removing 
many trees that would never pose a 
threat to the embankment because 
they are understory or mid-canopy 
trees (e.g., ashleaf maple, ironwood, 
and wild cherry).  Bill Marshall, 
writing to city staff on behalf 
of S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources, noted that the scale of the 
embankment and the size of many 
of the boulders on the embankment 
dwarves the effect that uprooted 

small and mid-sized trees would 
have on the embankment.

 Further, these smaller native 
trees tend to have an open growth 
habit and single stems, so they 
cannot be said to meaningfully 
impede inspection of  the 
embankment.  Instead, it is the 
dense thickets of  multi-stemmed 
invasive species, such as privet 
and Russian olive, that impede 
inspection.  

As a compromise measure, we 
advocated a more incremental 
approach of  first removing only 
subcanopy trees that were invasive 
species, but even that modest 
recommendation was set aside. 

 A core group of  resource 
agencies, advocacy groups 
and concerned private citizens 
continues to share their concerns 
with city staff  and council, but 
there is much less reason for 
optimism for this section of  the 
embankment than we had hoped 
based on earlier discussions.

A Barred Owl is one of  the many creatures that live along 
the shores of  the Columbia Canal.
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Riverstone Tract comes with rich history
Editor’s note: This article is excerpted 
from Richard Watkins’ research about 
Amelia Township.

Congaree National Park’s newly 
acquired Riverstone Tract has a 
rich history, including colonial-era 
ferries that crossed the Congaree 
River between Amelia Township 
(south of  the river) and Craven 
County (north of  the river). 

The best-known of  these ferries 
was John McCord’s ferry. It was 
preceded by Joseph Joyner’s ferry 
in 1749, which was apparently 
preceded by Miles Jackson’s ferry 
in the 1740s. They crossed the 
Congaree near the northern tip 
of  the river’s “great meander,” 
where the river channel traversed 
the entire width of  the floodplain, 
from the southern bluff  to the 
northern terrace and back again 
near the southern bluff. The 
meander bounded a long peninsula 
called Buck Head Neck. The 
oxbow lake Bates Old River is a 
remnant of  this great meander. 
In the present-day landscape, the 
ferries were “near” U.S. 601’s 
northern crossing of  Bates Old 
River.

In 1748, Joseph Joyner 
Jr. petitioned the provincial 
government, asking to be granted 
450 acres at this site. His Majesty’s 
Council authorized 300 acres, 
for which a plat was certified in 
August 1749. Joyner already lived 
on the land for which he requested 
the grant. The plat shows a house 
north of  the Santee River—the 
name by which the Congaree River 
was commonly known in the 1740s 
and 1750s.

By November 1749, Joyner 
operated a private ferry at this site. 

In late 1752, Joyner petitioned 

the provincial government for a 
license to operate his ferry as a 
public ferry. Joyner described that 
he received no “fee or reward” 
from “people passing the River,” 
and that the “trouble and expense” 
of  operating a private ferry created 
a burden “too great for a man of  a 
slender fortune.”

Joyner stated that there was no 
public ferry within 40 or 50 miles 
above or below his site, and no 
other suitable site existed because 
of  the wide swamp “from Hern’s 
Bluff  to the Congrees.” He said his 
site was about midway between the 
two—at a place “where hardly any 
fresh or rising of  the water ever 
prevents a passage.”

His petition was referred to 
a committee in 1753, where it 
apparently died.

Also in 1753, John Lloyd 
petitioned to operate a ferry at this 
location. The southern terminus of  
Joyner’s ferry was on land not yet 
granted, but Lloyd was the nearest 
landowner south of  the river. The 

road to the ferry ran the length of  
Lloyd’s land on Buck Head Neck.

In his petition, Lloyd stated 
that he was “obliged to keep two 
gates for people to pass and repass 
over the river.” He said the gates 
were very often left open, causing 
great damage, and that he had to 
keep the road in repair at his own 
expense. 

If  their petitions had been 
granted, Joyner and Lloyd would 
have been allowed to collect fees 
for their ferriage services. Neither 
petition was approved.

In 1757, Lloyd petitioned again 
for a license to operate a public 
ferry. He cited his earlier concerns 
with damage to gates and fences, 
and noted that Joyner no longer 
wanted to operate his private ferry. 
The petition was referred to a 
committee, which recommended 
that the ferry on the south side of  
the river be vested in John Lloyd. 
However, no such provision 
appears in the state statutes. Lloyd 

See Ferries, page 6
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COWASEE Basin outreach and 
conservation program.

Doug Gardner of  Totally 
Outdoors Imaging in Manning 
had published Images of  Congaree 
National Park for Friends of  
Congaree Swamp in 2005, a 
project that also used donated 
photography from CNPA. Billy 
and I visited Doug in Manning 
in the summer of  2011 and he 
enthusiastically began work on the 
layout and editing. 

It took several months of  editing 
and layout as well as three rounds 

apparently petitioned again in 1760 
without success 

By 1759, John McCord had 
established a private ferry crossing 
the Congaree River to Buck Head 
Neck.  

In 1766, a law was passed, 
authorizing McCord to operate a 
public ferry from the north side 
of  the river, and the unnamed 
landowner to operate a public ferry 
from the south side of  the river.

Today, U.S. 601 in Richland 
County is known as McCord’s 
Ferry Road.

identify and count butterflies.  
These programs are coordinated 
through a partnership with the 
Carolina Butterfly Society and the 
North American 
Butterfly Association 
(NABA).

The park’s count 
will provide data 
not only for the 
park, but will also 
contribute to long-
term, nationwide 
monitoring of  
butterfly populations.

 Volunteers 
around North 
America select a 
count area 15 miles 
in diameter and 
conduct a one-day 
census of  all butterflies observed 
within that circle. NABA collects 
data from almost 500 count circles 
and publishes annual reports. 

These reports provide important 
information about the geographical 
distributions and population 
sizes of  the species counted. 
Comparisons of  the results over 

Save the date
continued from page 1

Because of  the recent burn, your 
pants will get smudged with ash—
dress accordingly! Jogging shoes or 
light hiking boots are appropriate. 
We will meet in the visitors’ center 
parking lot and carpool to Garrick 
Road.

Contact: John Grego, (803) 
331-3366 (cell), or jrgrego@
mindspring.com.

Butterfly Count

This year’s Congaree NABA 
Butterfly Count will be held 
Saturday, June 9, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., weather permitting.

Participants should wear long 
pants and closed-toed shoes. 
Sun protection, bug spray, water 
and snacks are recommended.  
Binoculars are recommended as 
well.

The Congaree NABA Butterfly 
Count was first organized by 
Christina Hulslander in 2004, and 
has been held annually to engage 
citizen scientist volunteers to help 

the years monitor changes in 
butterfly populations and reveal 
effects of  weather and habitat 
change on different species. 

The Congaree NABA 
Butterfly Count is a day of  field 
observations on the trail system 
and within various habitats of  
Congaree National Park. All ages 
and experience levels are welcome. 

For more information, please 
contact Terri Hogan, at Terri_
Hogan@nps.gov or (803) 776-4396.

of  proof  reviews plus a 12-week 
voyage from the presses in China, 
but we believe it was worth the 
wait and are very pleased with the 
final product and the work Doug 
put into it.  

Currently the book is for sale 
for $34.95 through the Congaree 
Land Trust office at 2231 Devine 
Street.

 Several book-signing events 
are in the works and the book 
will initially be sold in such local 
outlets as Congaree National 
Park’s Visitor Center, the DNR 
Wildlife Shop, the State Museum 
Gift Shop, and eventually the 
major book chains.

Cowasee
continued from page 3

Ferries
continued from page

A Commom Buckeye butterfly
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agreement on final designs, and 
the Park accepted Tom’s bid-ready 
drawings in April. With the request 
for bids issued, the project is well 
on its way.

The park applied for FY 2010 

stimulus funds to pay for the 
parking lot improvements, which 
will include pull-through parking 
for South Cedar Creek, the site of  
many fender-benders over the years 
as vehicles pulling trailers loaded 
with watercraft had no room to 
maneuver in the long narrow 
parking lot. 

Launches
continued from page 1

Friends of  Congaree Swamp 
had pledged funding for the 
launches way back in 2005, and 
we have also sought a Richland 
County Conservation Commission 
Community Conservation Grant 
as a funding source.

Visit www.friendsofcongaree.
org for detailed drawings.

Scenes from the Dawn Chorus

Hungry birders

The 30 or so folks who got up early 
May 6 to listen to the birds wake up in 
Congaree National Park were rewarded 
with a gourmet breakfast after their 
hike. Top left, John Grego prepares 
his delicious shrimp and grits. In 
addition, the birders feasted on several 
varieties of  scones, a cheese, egg and 
sausage breakfast casserole and fresh 
strawberries, top right. Eating was 
the best part, left. The hike was led 
by Donna Slyce assisted by Ranger 
Kathleen O’Grady.

http://www.friendsofcongaree.org
http://www.friendsofcongaree.org
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Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-
ductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $15 Individual	 _____ $50 Advocate	          _____ $500 Benefactor	 _____ $50 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $35 Family	 _____ $100 Partner	          _____ $1000 Patron		  _____ $1000 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
	 _____ Field Trips		 _____ Fundraising
	 _____ Public Relations	 _____ Membership
	 _____ Education		  _____ Advocacy
	 _____ Events		  _____ Newsletter
	 _____ Research		  _____ Other: ___________

	 _____ New Member	 _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices 
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements. 


