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Save the date

Congaree Swamp
Christmas Bird Count

The Congaree Swamp
Christmas Bird Count is
scheduled for Sunday, Dec.
15. Meet at 7 a.m. in the
Harry Hampton Visitor
Center parking lot.

Christmas bird counts,
conducted each year since
1900, are the oldest citizen
science project in the country.
A CBC is an all-day effort
to find and identify as many
wild birds as possible within a
15-mile diameter circle. This
effort, which now includes
more than 2,200 circles and
63,000 participants annually,
is sponsored by the National
Audubon Society. Results may
be reviewed at birds.audubon.
org/christmas-bird-count.

The Congaree Swamp CBC,
founded by Robin Carter,
includes almost all the

See Save the date, page 7
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Annual meeting honors
conservation corridor

We gathered in Calhoun
County for our annual
meeting on October 27 to
celebrate the remarkable
conservation corridor that
has developed along the
Congaree River opposite
the eastern portion of
Congaree National Park.

The meeting started
with remarks by one of our
hosts, board member Dick
Watkins, who recognized
our other hosts, Luther and
Doraine Wannamaker.

Immediately afterwards,
members set out on the first
of two sets of tours to the
Fort Motte battle site on the
Wannamakers’ property or
a visit to Goodin Cemetery
on Dick Watkins’ property.

Calhoun County resident
Webb Carroll provided
transportation to the historic
Fort Motte battle site on his
beautifully restored trucks.

At the invitation of the
Wannamakers, Prof. Steve
Smith from USC'’s Institute of
Archaeology and Anthropology
has conducted work at the Fort
Motte site for several years
and shared his expertise with

Opysters, as usual, were the hit of the menu.

Friends members. John Cely
led tours to Goodin Cemetery,
an African-American cemetery
on a beautiful bluff overlooking
the park. One of our guests,
Jackie Whitmore, provided
insights into the history of the
cemetery and burials at the site.

At our business meeting,
we recognized special guests,
including Calhoun County
Councilwoman Pamela Claxton
and Norman Brunswig, long-
time manager of Audubon

See Meeting, page 7
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President’s
Corner

Dr. John Grego

Cedar Creek gage

In our last newsletter, we documented our initial

efforts to secure funding for the Cedar Creek
gage and the Congaree River gage. The park had
maintained the gages for 20 years until October
2012, when it had to discontinue its contract
with U.S. Geological Survey’s Water Resources
Division due to sequester cuts. USGS continued
to publish gage data beyond that time frame,
but the gages have been offline since August.
We contacted utilities and companies
upstream, downstream and adjoining the
park to consider sponsoring a gage. Everyone
we contacted made serious inquiries to their
philanthropy committees, but in the end, only
Westinghouse provided funding—a contribution
of $1,000. Our board voted at our October
meeting to provide up to $6,500 to fund the
contract for the Cedar Creek gage, while the
Congaree River gage will remain unfunded.
The Cedar Creek gage is critical not only
for resource management, but as a public
service for visitors who would like to know
creek levels for both water- and land-based
recreation. We are currently working with
USGS to develop a contract, but in the interim,
the gage data is once again being published at
waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/sc/?7uv02619672.
Once the contract is finalized, the Friends
logo will be posted on-site as a sponsor. We
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are grateful to be able to help the park with
this project and are hopeful that funding can
be restored for this critical public service.

Bluff Road rezoning

The East Richland County Public Service
District, a private wastewater treatment company
that serves northeast Richland County, sought to
rezone a 147.8-acre tract along Bluff Road. The
property is near two wonderful Lower Richland
resources. It is immediately east of Adams Pond
on Mill Creek and adjoins the Aiken’s farm,
with its well-known u-pick blueberry patch.

East Richland sought rezoning from RU (rural)
to LI (light industrial), but did not provide specific
reasons for the rezoning beyond a mention
of business-related operations. County staff
supported the rezoning, though the county’s
own 2009 comprehensive plan indicated that
this section of Bluff Road should remain rural.

I first found out about the rezoning during
a public hearing on another topic and was
impressed by the local opposition to the project.
The State newspaper covered the rezoning
dispute in July and linked the rezoning to a 70-
acre parcel East Richland owned that Richland
County wanted to include as part of a large
industrial tract on the proposed extension
to Shop Road east of Pineview Road.

The lack of a specific reason for rezoning
created an information vacuum. Neighbors
were worried about rumors that the site would
be a sewage sludge application site. While
the light industrial designation would seem
to discourage such a use, it does not prohibit
it. There were concerns that placing a spray
field so close to Adams Mill Pond could create
surface water and ground water pollution that
would affect the pond, along with the Mill
Creek and Congaree River watersheds.

The opposition was more generally
worried about loss of the rural landscape that
attracted them there in the first place and
noted the irony in a deal that would allow
development in one part of rural Richland
County in exchange for development in
another part of rural Richland County.

At a September public hearing, the rezoning

See Grego, page 5
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Fall butterﬂy count nets 55 spec1es

The Fall 2013 North

American Seasonal Butterfly

Count was held on Sept. 14,

2013. Park resource manager

Terri Hogan organized the

event in coordination with the

Carolinas Butterfly Society.
Twenty volunteers made
up four parties in the park

and one party in neighboring
Calhoun County to record 55
species and 1,396 butterflies.

Species Count

American Lady 4
American Snout 2

Black Swallowtail 1
Brazilian Skipper (caterpillar) 1
Byssus skipper 1
Cabbage White 4
Carolina Satyr 304
Ceraunus Blue 3
Clouded Skipper 234
Clouded Sulphur 1
Cloudless Sulphur 95
Common Buckeye 33
Creole Pearly-eye 4

Dun Skipper 26
Eastern Comma 3
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 7
Eastern-tailed Blue 12
Fiery Skipper 27
Gemmed Satyr 8

Gray Hairstreak 10

Great Purple Hairstreak 1
Gulf Fritillary 25
Hackberry Emperor 45
Horace’s Duskywing 1
Lace-Winged Roadside Skipper 17
Least Skipper 55

Little Glassywing 2

Little Yellow 33
Long-Tailed Skipper 1
Meske’s Skipper 1
Monarch 1

Ocala Skipper 1

Beauty on the wing

Among the almost 1,400
butterflies spotted during the
fall count were the Spicebush
Swallowtail, top, and the Lace-
Winged Roadside Skipper,
right.

Palamedes Swallowtail 19
Pearl Crescent 27
Question Mark 10

Red Admiral 1
Red-Banded Hairstreak 7
Red-spotted Purple 120
Sachem 2
Silver-spotted Skipper 14
Sleepy Orange 36
Southern Cloudywing 2
Southern Pearly-Eye 5

Spicebush Swallowtail 12
Summer Azure 10

Swarthy Skipper 4

Tawny Emperor 6
Variegated Fritillary 21
Viceroy 12

White Checkered Skipper 100
Yehl Skipper 2

Zabulon Skipper 12

Zarucco Duskywing 9

Zebra Swallowtail 2
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New park policies reflect federal cuts

The park has recently
enacted new policies, some
related to the well-known 5
percent sequestration cuts,
for Fiscal Year 2013 that will
likely carry over to 2014.

Friends of Congaree Swamp
has shared resources and
initial impressions on the
policy changes with park staff
while the board continues
to discuss the policies.

Park recreational fees

Park staff recently proposed
a fee structure for the Bluff
and Longleaf campgrounds,
reservations and fees for the
picnic shelter constructed with
Friends of Congaree Swamp
funds in 2003, and fees for
canoe/kayak rentals and tours.
The consensus on the
board was “It’s about time,”
particularly for the canoe/
kayak programs. We shared
our endorsement with the
park service, with only modest
reservations, mostly related to
ensuring that improvements
from the fees follow closely
upon the implementation
of the fees, and that fees
are not inconvenient for
park user groups.

Park Visitor Center hours

The park announced that
the Visitor Center would
be closed on all federal
holidays and Sundays to avoid
supplemental pay as part of
the range of budget cuts it
plans for the upcoming fiscal

Visitor Center hours,
dogs on the boardwalk
and fishing at Weston
Lake among the main
concerns.

year. Separately, the park will
close the Visitor Center on
Mondays to concentrate on
outreach activities. All park
units had to cut 5 percent of
their budgets last year halfway
through the budget year as
part of the sequestration
deal—about $90,000 for
Congaree National Park.

Much of the park’s share of
the cuts last year was absorbed
by the open superintendent’s
position, though other
tough decisions had to be
made, as we know from the
termination of the park’s
river gages. Unfortunately,
funding will likely continue
at this reduced level, so the
park had to find cuts in other
areas for the upcoming year.

All parks are struggling
with these cuts. In a document
released by Democratic
senators on the U.S.

Senate’s Natural Resources
Committee, 23 park units were
presented as case studies.

The parks used a variety of
strategies—hiring freezes for
permanent positions, cutbacks
in outreach programs, cutbacks
in seasonal and temporary
staff, reduced maintenance,

cancelled contracts, etc.

We do have some concerns
with the park’s cutback in
Visitor Center hours since
the visitor center experience
is so central to the national
park experience.

We reviewed our Congaree
National Park visitor log
database containing more
than 34,000 entries from 1996
to 2004, and found, based on
visitor sign-ins, that Sunday
and Monday were the second
and third most popular days
at the park, accounting for
35.6 percent of all visits.

We also reviewed visitor
center policies at the other
58 park units designated as
national parks. Of these, we
found six other national parks
had some form of holiday
closure, though only one other
national park in the continental
U.S., Great Sand Dunes,
closed on all federal holidays.

A dozen parks had weekday
closures, though only a handful
(American Samoa, Lassen
Volcano, Shenandoah and
Voyageur) had policies as
strict as Congaree’s policy.

We also reviewed South
Carolina’s national park
units, and found that only
Cowpens is closed on federal
holidays. Ninety Six was the
only other South Carolina
park unit to have weekday
closures, but it is closed on
Wednesday and Thursday.

A review of our visitor

Continued on page 5
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Policies

continued from page 4

log database showed that
Wednesday and Thursday

were the slowest days at the
park. If the park were to close
Wednesday/Thursday, only

17.7 percent of visitors would
be affected—Iless than half the
35.6 percent that will be affected
by the park’s proposed policy.

Dogs on the boardwalk

Since this summer, the park
has allowed leashed dogs on the
boardwalk on a trial basis. They
were to make a decision on
the policy by Oct. 1, but have
extended the trial period during
the more active fall season.

Apparently, dogs were
initially allowed on all park
trails, but were eventually
prohibited from the Boardwalk
Loop during Martha Bogle’s
tenure as superintendent. Dogs
were banned in deference to
park visitors with a phobia
of dogs and concerns about
the animals’ urination and
defecation on the boardwalk.

We reviewed policies on
dogs at the 58 other national

parks, and found that only a
handful of parks were as dog-
friendly as Congaree, even
prior to the park’s trial policy.

Most parks follow a rule-
of-thumb: Dogs can go
wherever cars go and hence,
are prohibited from almost all
surface trails in deference to
visitor experience and the parks’
wildlife. Other dog-friendly
parks include Shenandoah,
Petrified Forest, Acadia,
and Cuyahoga Falls, though
Shenandoah and Acadia ban
dogs from several trails.

We shared the history of the
park’s previous policy on dogs
as well as our research on other
park units and have documented
personal experiences since
the policy was put in place,
including incidences of dog
waste on the boardwalk.

Fishing at Weston Lake

Weston Lake, the five-acre
oxbow lake that is a focal
point of the Boardwalk Loop
trail, was the only waters in
Congaree National Park’s
26,000+ acres in which fishing
was prohibited. The park has
instituted a trial policy to allow

Grego

continued from page 2

request was deferred,
and a second public
hearing and vote were
rescheduled for October.

In talking with local
opposition prior to the
October hearing, it was
widely believed that the
council would vote in favor

of rezoning, but some
well-placed remarks from
the property’s neighbors
and Councilman Kelvin
Washington’s passionate
opposition to the project led
to a vote opposed to rezoning,
much to everyone’s surprise.
This is the second attempt
since 2007 to rezone the
property, and neighboring
landowners will continue to be

fishing on the lake, with a
100-foot buffer on either side
of the Weston Lake overlook.

Fishing at Weston Lake
was prohibited during
Superintendent Robert
MacDaniel’s tenure. Fishermen
at Weston Lake were leaving
a great deal of tangled fishing
line, bait containers, bottles,
cans and food trash behind
and the staff of four back
then simply did not have the
resources to keep the area clean.

In addition to problems
with trash, we shared other
deleterious fishing effects
with park staff. The use
of lead sinkers can lead to
bioaccumulation of lead in
the lake’s biota, including
charismatic species that
visitors to the overlook have
come to enjoy: aquatic turtles,
long-nosed gar, bowfin,
kingfisher and anhinga.

In addition, discarded or
snagged fishing lines can
entangle turtles and diving
birds and spoil visitors’ view
from the lake. Since the trial
policy, we have observed
that fishermen are widely
ignoring the 100-foot buffer
around the overlook.

We have also taken photos
from the platform of bobbers
and monofilament line
caught on limbs—a sight long
absent from the overlook.

On balance, we felt that
the resource impacts and
the effects upon visitors’
experiences at the overlook
outweighed any positive
effects of the proposed fishing
policy at Weston Lake.
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Friends comments on discharge permits

We received several National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) and dredging
permits the past couple months
on projects large and small.

Two notices were for
wastewater discharges in the
park’s watershed at Hopkins
Middle School and Hopkins
Elementary School.

The discharge at Hopkins
Elementary drains into Horse
Pen Branch, which in turn
drains into Cabin Branch,
then Myers Creek, which joins
Cedar Creek just as it enters
the park at Bannister Bridge.
The discharge for Hopkins
Middle School enters Cedar
Creek from a drainage ditch.

These permits simply asked
for the current permits to be
extended an additional year so
the existing discharges could
be replaced by connections to
Richland County Utilities’ new
sewer line. The new sewerage
line was good news indeed.

The S.C. Air National
Guard’s McCrady Training
Center has an infrequently used
wash rack for its equipment.
The wash rack discharge drains
into Colonels Creek, which
recently was placed on the
S.C. Department of Health
and Environmental Control’s
303(d) list of impaired streams
for high levels of copper at a
station adjacent to McCrady’s
discharge. Phosphorus levels
have been increasing and
pH has been decreasing in
Colonel’s Creek as well.

The permit suggested existing
limits on total suspended solids
would be relaxed, so we argued
that current limits should be
enforced in the face of the
stream’s recent classification
as an impaired stream.

A groundwater remediation
project at Amphenol Corp.
pumps groundwater out of
the ground and exposes it to
air through an air column
(“air-stripping”) to remove
volatile organic compounds,
specifically trichloroethene.

Analysis of discharge records
for this permit were hampered
by the federal government
shutdown, which prevented
review of the EPA’s online
permit database. Discharge
levels of trichloroethene have
been consistent throughout
the remediation project’s
history, though the pH, has
recently been increasing.

We asked for an accelerated
inspection schedule for pH
and DHEC indicated the
company would comply.

The presence of tar-like
material from an old coal gas
plant has been in the news
since June 2010. Discharges
from the plant on Huger
Street flowed from a ravine
to the Congaree River near
the Gervais Street bridge.
The tar deposits eventually
formed a plume 1,200 feet
long and up to 4 feet thick at
its downstream end. SCANA’s
recently filed remediation plan
includes an ambitious coffer

dam design that will remove
the material in three stages.

A review of the draft permit
raised some concerns. These
permits often fail to document
rare, threatened and endangered
species, and we noted either
the omission of some species
(freshwater mussels) or
incomplete documentation of
others (shortnose sturgeon).

We were greatly concerned
about the proposed treatment
of the riverbank, which would
replace the current complex river
levee forest with a riprap wall.

Friends and the Congaree
Riverkeeper fully support
removal of the material,
but have similar concerns
about project elements.

While Congaree Riverkeeper
contacted SCANA’s contractor,
we researched stream bank
restoration projects. The project
director, Bob Apple, could not
have been more cooperative.

He shared interesting
information about the history
of the plume and other details
that explained the aggressive
approach to removal of the
material. He reassured us
that very little rip-rap would
be used, and the riverbank
itself would only be affected
at a couple access points.

This project still has a
way to go, but Apple is
planning a site visit with
environmental groups and
resource agencies in the near
future to continue discussion
on the remediation plan.
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Save the date

continued from page 1

national park and adjacent
areas, from Gadsden in
Richland County to Fort
Motte and St. Matthews
in Calhoun County.

The Congaree Swamp
CBC had the highest count
of Pileated Woodpeckers in
the country last year, and
the highest count of Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers in the
country the previous year.

We often have high totals
for other woodpecker species,
Barred Owl (naturally!),
Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush,
blackbird species, and others.
Last year, we recorded 97
species—the highest total in
the history of the count.

Join us to help out.

If you are a novice, an
expert birder will lead you
around the boardwalk and
Bluff Trail in the morning,
which are excellent sites

for some of the park’s

most interesting wintering
species and permanent
residents, including Winter
Wren, Blue-headed Vireo,
Brown Creeper, Red-headed
Woodpecker and Fox Sparrow.

You may stay as long as
you like—many participants
stay for a few hours, but
some will bird all day as
part of one of our parties.

If you're interested,
please contact John Grego
at 803-331-3366 or email

jrgrego(@sc.rr.com

Red-shouldered Hawk

Meeting

continued from page 1

Sanctuary and Center at
Francis Beidler Forest.
Norm and other Audubon
South Carolina staff will
be providing help with
management of Dick’s
properties in Calhoun County.
We also acknowledged park
staff, including Superintendent
Tracy Stakely, Doug
Crossen, Corinne Fenner,
John Torrence, Theresa
Yednock, and Lauren Serra.
The meeting concluded with
election of Board members,
including incumbents Barry
Beasley, John Cely, Mardie
Faucette, and John Grego
and new board member

Bill Stangler, who is the
Congaree Riverkeeper.

Everybody adjourned
to a feast of steamed
oysters, barbecued chicken,
roasted vegetables and
a variety of desserts.

We have a lot of folks to
thank for their help with
the meeting, including:
LaBruce Alexander, Jane
Armstrong, Kathryn and
Frank Barton, Barry Beasley,
Mary Bull, Allen Conger,
Mardie Faucette, Andy
Fiffick, Dorothy Gist, Rhonda
Grego, Kate Hartley, Carolyn
Hudson, Sharon Kelly, Dennis
Poole, Jeannie Prothro, Bill
Stanley, Alice Steinke, Janet
Swigler, Lynn Teague, Mitch
West and Virginia Winn.

Fall 2013




PRST STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #1365
Columbia, SC

Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org

Join Friends of Congaree Swamp today!
Yes, | would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax de-

ductible contribution of $ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.
$15 Individual $50 Advocate $500 Benefactor $50 Nonprofit Org.
$35 Family $100 Partner $1000 Patron $1000 Corporate
New Member Renewal | would like to work on the following committee(s):
Field Trips Fundraising
Name(s): Public Relations Membership
Mailing Address: Education Advocacy
City: State: Zip: Events Newsletter
Hm Phone: (__) Wk Phone: (__) Research Other:
E-mail:

Please keep your email address current to receive special notices
about new field trips and other events, scheduling changes, and acknowledgements.

In addition to my membership, | would like to give $ Please provide contact information so we can inform the person
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp: or family:

In Memory of: Name:

In Honor of: Address:

As a Gift Membership to: City: State: Zip:

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746
FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.




