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Progress Toward Acquiring Riverstone

Congress approved the 
“Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2008” in December 2007 
– after months of disagreement 
between President Bush and 
Congress about the amount of 
money to be appropriated for FY 
2008.  Lacking enough votes to 
override a threatened Presidential 
veto, Congress removed billions 
of dollars from this legislation.  
Despite strong support from 
Congressman Clyburn and Senator 
Graham, funding to purchase the 
Riverstone tract for Congaree 
National Park was not included in the final version of 
the FY 2008 spending package.  

On April 1, 2008, The Trust for Public Land (TPL) 
advanced $2 million to purchase 625 acres of the 
Riverstone tract, thereby keeping alive the opportunity 
to acquire the entire 1,840-acre tract for Congaree 
National Park.  TPL will hold these 625 acres 
(Riverstone Phase I) until the National Park Service 
obtains funding to purchase this land from TPL.

TPL has obtained an option to acquire the balance 
(1,215 acres) of the tract (Riverstone Phase II).  This 
option requires completion of Phase II by March 31, 
2009. 

Although Congaree National Park did not receive 
land acquisition funding in the “Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2008,” the National Park Service 
(NPS) identified and dedicated $0.5 million in existing 
funds toward Riverstone Phase I.  On May 12, 2008, 
the NPS used this $0.5 million to purchase 156.25 
acres of the 625 acres which TPL acquired April 1.  
The accompanying map shows Congaree National 
Park’s newly-acquired 156.25 acres, bounded by 
TPL’s 468.75 acres, which are bounded by Riverstone 
Properties’ remaining 1,215 acres.

Currently, the NPS funding shortfall is $1.5 million 
for Riverstone Phase I – to purchase the 468.75 
acres which TPL now owns.  And the NPS funding 
shortfall is $3.88 million to purchase the 1,215 acres 
of Riverstone Phase II.  In other words, the total 
NPS funding shortfall is $5.38 million to complete 
acquisition of the Riverstone tract.

Prompt funding is the key.  Congressman Clyburn 
and Senator Graham are seeking $5.38 million of FY 
2009 funding to complete Riverstone acquisition for 
Congaree National Park.

On March 13, 2008, Friends of Congaree Swamp 
and 18 other organizations jointly submitted 
written testimony to the U.S. House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, requesting FY 2009 
funding of $5.38 million for the National Park Service 
to complete acquisition of the Riverstone tract.  
Probably in June, this subcommittee will decide its 
allocation of FY 2009 Land & Water Conservation 
funding.

Likewise, Friends of Congaree Swamp and 22 other 
organizations jointly submitted written testimony 
April 25, 2008 to the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, requesting FY 2009 
allocation of $5.38 million for Riverstone acquisition.
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President’s Corner

Dr. John Grego

Vista Farms

Friends of Congaree Swamp continues to work with 
Congaree Task Force and Citizens for a Smart Cayce to oppose 
Columbia Venture’s proposed new levees for Vista Farms. 
Recently, FEMA sought public input from Cayce prior to the 
official 90-day comment period for its new Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for 
Richland County, including Cayce’s newly-incorporated land in 
Richland County.  These new FIRMs are essentially identical 
to the February 2002 FIRMs that placed much of Columbia 
Venture’s property in the regulatory floodway.  

Citizens for a Smart Cayce wrote several letters to Cayce 
city manager Johnny Sharpe by the public input deadline on 
May 7.  Johnny Sharpe, in consultation with Ken Knudsen 
(Cayce’s floodplain manager) and attorney Danny Crowe, 
drafted a letter requesting additional technical information 
from FEMA.  Upon receipt of the technical information, Cayce 
asked that the public input period be extended by 60 days, and 
that FEMA schedule a public hearing during the public input 
phase.  This would push back the official 90-day comment 
period by a commensurate amount.

All of this takes place against the recent stay by the 4th 
Circuit Court of Appeals of Judge Seymour’s order to restore 
the 1994 FIRMs in Richland County.  These FIRMs placed 
much of Columbia Venture property outside the floodway, and 
there was concern that the judge’s initial order would provide 
a window of opportunity for CV to construct its new levees.  
That window of opportunity will be closed for the remainder of 
the appeal period.

It is unclear how these parallel processes will proceed, but 
for now, the 2002 maps are in force for both Lexington County 
and Richland County.  

Centennial Challenge

Congaree National Park had put forward several different 
projects as part of the President’s Centennial Challenge.  In the 
end, only one project will be funded this year—the interpretive/
research pontoon boat for the Park.  Fortunately, this is one 
of the centennial projects that the Friends had agreed to fund 
last fall.  We will be donating $11,500 toward the cost of the 
pontoon boat.  The Park anticipates buying the boat sometime 
in mid-summer and has promised Friends that the inaugural 

trip on the boat will be a cruise exclusive to Friends’ members.
For those of you who haven’t been on one of our boat trips 

to visit the back-country cypress before, this tour will be an 
eye-opener—you’ll never think of Congaree in the same way 
again.  We anticipate that many other visitors to the Park in 
future years will take away that same lesson.

Cell Tower Appeal and  Floodplain Fill 
Ordinance on Hold

In our fight against Alltel’s Blackberry Road cell tower, 
we continue to wait for a notification letter from Richland 
County’s attorney that the County’s Board of Zoning Appeals 
has accepted the minutes from the March 5 meeting at its April 
2 meeting.  After these minutes have been accepted, Richland 
County attorneys have to notify all interested parties by letter.  
Upon receipt of that letter, there are 30 days to appeal.  Even 
though it has been over a month since the minutes from the 
decisive vote have been approved, we are still awaiting the 
letter from the attorney.  In the interim, Friends has hired 
attorney Robert Guild to represent us at council meetings and 
advise us on our legal options.  If the Board of Friends chooses 
to appeal, Bob will represent us in our suit.

The last action on Richland County’s floodplain fill 
ordinance was back in January. Friends of Congaree Swamp 
had opposed revisions to this ordinance by the Planning 
Commission, which we felt could result in the type of wholesale 
use of fill in the floodplain that can be seen on the Cayce side 
of the river. At the January 29 County Council work session, 
rather than hold a third vote, County Council charged county 
staff to address concerns raised by council members related 
to no-rise verification in particular.  The third vote has not yet 
been held; Friends has been working with the Congaree Task 
Force on this important issue and looks forward to a successful 
final vote on the staff version of the ordinance.

601 Bridge

The Administrative Law Court filed a final decision on 
April 4.  In this decision, Judge Ralph King Anderson ruled 
that SCDHEC had no standing to delay its permitting  as it did, 
that one span would be added on either end of Bridge #2 (the 
location of the unimproved boat landing at Bates Old River), 
that SCDOT must withdraw 20.2 mitigation credits from the 
Black River mitigation bank, and that SCDOT must either 
purchase 43 acres of high-quality wetlands on-site or assist the 
Park Service with acquistion of land to be added to the Park.  

Friends has filed a Notice of Appeal to the SC Court of 
Appeals, but has filed no formal appeal yet.  The unfavorable 
decision could have implications for the NEPA decision filed in 
Federal Court.  Currently, no hearing has been scheduled for 
the federal case by Judge Margaret Seymour.
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June 2 will mark the first anniversary of American 
Rivers dedication of the Congaree River Blue Trail in 
Columbia, South Carolina - the nation’s first under the 
American Rivers Blue Trail Initiative!  

American Rivers and Friends of Congaree Swamp 
as well as the Congaree Land Trust, Congaree National 
Park, the River Alliance, The Coastal Conservation 
League and SCDNR have worked hard in the first year 
to develop a paddling map and an online interpretive 
guide for the Blue Trail.  The map will be available 
before National Trails Day on June 7th at Congaree 
National Park and at outfitters and businesses in the 
Columbia area.  The interpretive guide is available 
online at: http://congareeriverbluetrail.blogspot.com/    

A little about the Congaree River Blue Trail

Starting near Columbia, the blue trail offers 
paddlers an urban adventure with opportunities to 
learn about the historic significance of the area from 
prehistoric times through the present. Continuing 
downstream, paddlers cross the fall line and enter the 
Coastal Plain known for its countless sandbars, high 
bluffs, and extensive floodplain habitats. The highlight 
of the trail is the section along the Congaree National 
Park, a protected wilderness that’s home to the largest 
continuous tract of old growth bottomland hardwood 
forest in the U.S.  Paddlers and hikers alike can enjoy 
the network of 20 miles of hiking trails within the 
park and take advantage of opportunities to camp, fish, 
watch birds, and study nature. 

Work has begun on a Blue Trail on the 
Wateree River!

 The Wateree River offers 75-miles of winding, 
scenic views from the Wateree Dam near Camden 
to Congaree National Park, and its confluence with 
the Congaree River. The initial 8-mile segment, 
dominated by rocky shoals, transitions downstream 
into a river typical of the coastal plain with numerous 
sandbars and large meanders as it flows through 
floodplain forests. Its east bank is bordered by 
Manchester State Forest and is in close proximity to 
Poinsett State Park for the lower third of the trail. The 

Blue Trail System Expanding in South Carolina

newest addition to Congaree National Park lies on the 
west side of the river for the trail’s final 4 miles.  

The Congaree & Wateree Blue Trail system is one 
example of American Rivers’ efforts to reconnect 
people to their rivers and help them realize the benefits 
that healthy rivers provide. By doing so, people will 
be inspired to protect and conserve lands in the 
river corridor including wetlands, floodplains, and 
streamside buffers. It also will highlight the need for 
clean water and sufficient flows for boaters, anglers, 
and aquatic habitat.

By Matt Rice of American Rivers
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Congaree National Park will host its annual NABA (North 
American Butterfly Association) count on Saturday June 28th 
from 9:00 a.m on until 3:00 pm (or later if folks are inclined and 
prepared to stay out in the heat and humidity).  This count has 
attracted numerous participants  — ALMOST a record number 
of 49 participants last year at Congaree. (The 27th year of the 
Palos Verdes, CA count had 61 participants so we've got a way 
to go before being an NABA record setter). This count is mostly 
in floodplain woodland areas with some locations including 
canebrakes, open fields (agricultural and powerlines), pine plan-
tations, streamsides, etc.   It is a good location (usually) for se-
curing views of satyrs, snout, hackberry emperors, pearly eyes, 
Zebra swallowtails, etc. We will split into small groups with 
"experts" and beginners in each.  Bring a pack lunch and snacks, 

Upcoming Field Trips & Events

by Christina S. Hulslander
Congaree National Park to Host Annual NABA

water, bug repellent, sun protection, and long pant protection 
from poison ivy and insects.

In preparation for this count two FREE BUTTERFLY IDEN-
TIFICATION SKILLS TRAINING SESSONS will be offered 
for beginners.  Training sessions will be held at the Harry Hamp-
ton Visitor Center at Congaree National Park on Saturday May 
31st from 1-3 p.m. and on Saturday June 14th from 10 a.m until 
12 p.m.  Training sessions will include indoor powerpoint study 
and outdoor observations. (similar to information showcased 
during the 2007 Fall CBS Symposium.) Please contact Chris-
tina Hulslander at ploverbug@msn.com or 803-528-1309 (cell) 
or David Shelley at (803) 776-4396 ext. 15 if you would like to 
participate in the Congaree Count or the skills trainings.

Field Trips & Events in Review

CNP Naturefest, April 19, 2008
Midlands Technical College

Student Exhibit

Tales of the Congaree
English 102 students from Midlands Technical College stud-

ied Edward C. L. Adams’ Tales of the Congaree.  They explored 
different tales and poetry found in this collection, as well as the 
history and other literatures of the area and time. 

For Naturefest, students in the class worked both individu-
ally and collaboratively, but this time focusing on the stories of 
supernatural creatures and ghosts found in Tales of the Congaree.  
They individually produced short summaries and analyses of 
selected tales, located visual images to accompany their assigned 
tales, and read and took notes on historical sources.  Then they 
worked in small groups to critique the summaries and analyses, 
choosing the best student work to be incorporated into short 
summaries with key quotes and images for display on their class 
exhibit board.

The students’ exhibit was featured at the Friends of Congaree 
Swamp table in the breezeway just outside the Harry Hampton 
Visitor Center during Naturefest.  Several Park employees, 
rangers, and staff commented on the interesting stories and Park 
Superintendent Tracy Swartout has asked that this exhibit board 
be returned to Congaree National Park so that it can be displayed 
in the Visitor Center to inform visitors to the park and to provide 
information for park staff as they revise and update educational 
programs.

Over 20 members of Friends gathered March 29 for a spring 
Wildflower Hike led by Prof. John Nelson, curator of USC’s A.C. 
Moore Herbarium. 

The wildflower portion of the hike was more like a scavenger 
hunt--wildflowers were few and far between on the floodplain.  
There were plenty of other herbaceous and woody plants to ad-
mire though, including the well-known 21-foot diameter Cher-
rybark Oak (Quercus pagoda) along the edge of Tear Pond.  The 
group supplemented our botany lessons with side trips to Coon-
er’s Mound and a view of the impressive bald cypress (Taxodium 
distichum) in Moccasin Pond.

Spring Wildflower Hike 
at Congaree Nat’l Park
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Field Trips & Events in Review

One exciting aspect of the near-record drought of ’07 
was seeing Lake Marion at a 50-year low.  All the way from 
Sparkleberry Swamp to the Lake Marion dam, building 
remains and other structures that have been underwater since 
the 1950s began revealing themselves to a fascinated public.  
One of the most revealing was the Santee River Cypress 
Lumber Company’s (the previous owner of the Congaree 
National Park) lumber mill at Ferguson on the south side of the 
Santee River in lower Orangeburg County. 

Friends of Congaree Swamp mounted an expedition back in 
February to view the ruins of the old mill (1888-1915), which 
cut its last cypress board more than 90 years ago.  We were 
able to walk from the nearest boat landing, which had not seen 
a boat launched since last summer, all the way to the mill about 
a quarter mile away.  The lake bed was as dry as the proverbial 
bone.  

The first evidence of the mill we saw were old water and 
sewer lines that probably were part of the worker’s housing.  
At its peak operation the mill employed 400 people and even 
had a hospital.   The most obvious sign of the old mill was the 
large, hangar-shaped kiln where lumber was air-dried before 
it was shipped off by rail.  Even at normal lake levels, the kiln 
stands above water, although the foundation is submerged.

Most curious was a large flat area to the west of the kiln 
that had dozens of cement foundation posts; we surmised that 
these foundations supported wooden floors where the lumber 
was stored, stacked and readied for shipment after it had been 
cured in the kiln.  A nearby retaining wall had the date “March 
1914” etched into it.

There were extensive amounts of scattered brick and 
brick-cement debris piles throughout the site, which covered 
several acres on a natural ridge in what had formerly been dry 
forest.  To the east of the kiln were what appeared to be support 
structures for hauling logs out to the band saws.  These logs 
had been floated down river from the extensive holdings of 
the Company – holdings that stretched far upstream into the 
Wateree and Congaree River floodplains.  The Santee River 
ran just a little to the north of the mill.  Once the logs were 
hauled out of the river, they were stored in a large holding pond 
until they were ready to be cut into lumber.       

Near the far eastern end of the site was a large circular 
brick structure which according to some authorities was a 
cistern.

This was a fascinating glimpse into the not-so distant 
past when America still ran on manual labor and its major 
industries were labor-intensive.  The full picture of the Santee 
Lumber Cypress Mill at Ferguson might be lost to history 
but hopefully there are still enough scraps of information, 
photographs, etc out there that would be able to document to 
some degree the story behind the bricks and mortar. 

Field trip to Ferguson, 23 February 2008
by John Cely

Mark Kinzer

Vicki Swank

Mark Kinzer
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Dawn Chorus Day
Over 30 birders gathered in the early morning on Sunday, May 4 to experience the dawn chorus at the Park on International 

Dawn Chorus Day.  Dawn Chorus day is an excellent opportunity to experience the dawn songs and sounds of both breeding birds 
and migrants at the Park.   Many people who have attended the Park’s Owl Prowls over the years may not realize that the owl dawn 
“chorus” can be even more impressive than in the evening.

Robin Carter, assisted by Caroline Eastman and Steve Dennis, identified 44 species of birds (see list below).  The returning 
birders were greeted at the picnic shelter by John Grego and Virginia Winn, who had prepared a breakfast of shrimp and grits, 
salmon strata, andouille and cheddar strata, raisin scones, cheddar scallion biscuits, coffee and juice. 

 This was a singular Dawn Chorus Day, to recognize the originator of this event and so many other signal achievements to the 
Park, Dr. Robin Carter. (See accompanying article for remarks)

Friends of Congaree Swamp awarded Robin with our highest honor, the Order of the Cypress, citing him “in recognition of  over 
20 years of incomparable contributions to the study  and appreciation of bird life in Congaree National Park.”  On behalf of the Park 
staff, Park Resource Manager Bill Hulslander presented Robin with a framed and matted panoramic photograph of a view from the 
Low Boardwalk. Thanks again to Robin for all he has done for the Park.

Field Trips & Events in Review

1 Great Blue Heron
1 Mississippi Kite
2 Red-shouldered Hawk
2 Mourning Dove
2 Yellow-billed Cuckoo
5 Barred Owl
1 Chuck-will’s-widow
10 Chimney Swift
4 Red-headed Woodpecker
2 Red-bellied Woodpecker
2 Downy Woodpecker
5 Pileated Woodpecker
3 Eastern Wood-Pewee
6 Acadian Flycatcher
12 Great Crested Flycatcher
5 White-eyed Vireo
5 Yellow-throated Vireo
4 Red-eyed Vireo
2 American Crow
1 Fish Crow
6 Tufted Titmouse
5 White-breasted Nuthatch

1 Brown-headed Nuthatch
10 Carolina Wren
10 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
4 Eastern Bluebird
3 Swainson’s Thrush
3 Wood Thrush
15 Northern Parula
2 Black-throated Blue Warbler
1 Yellow-rumped Warbler
8 Yellow-throated Warbler
5 Pine Warbler
1 American Redstart
4 Prothonotary Warbler
1 Worm-eating Warbler
1 Northern Waterthrush
3 Kentucky Warbler
4 Hooded Warbler
10 Summer Tanager
4 White-throated Sparrow
12 Northern Cardinal
1 Rose-breasted Grosbeak
2 Brown-headed Cowbird

Photos by Carolyn B. Hudson
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Field Trips & Events in Review

John Grego’s Remarks

I would like to acknowledge Robin’s wife of 40 years, 
Caroline Eastman--many of Robin’s achievements since he 
arrived here in 1985 are Caroline’s achievements as well.  In fact, 
it was Caroline who first suggested that Robin take up birding.

Robin Carter is a great birder.  He’s been the president or 
founding member of Audubon chapters in SC, NC and FL and 
the president of the Carolina Bird Club; the team leader of the 
current Big Day record holders for SC and FL; the author of 
“Finding Birds in SC”; the compiler, editor  and coordinator  for 
statewide and regional efforts such as the Backyard Bird Count, 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count; and the founder and participant 
in Breeding Bird Surveys and Christmas Bird Counts.  To name 
a few.

In his bio sketch, Robin took care to mention his mentors 
over the years--Bob Newman in Louisiana, Ernest Edwards 
in VIrginia, and Henry  Stevenson in Florida.  Robin’s own 
mentoring style is supportive--of even the most dubious reports, 
and encourages excellence.  I’ve personally appreciated Robin’s 
support of my daughter Caroline’s birding efforts at Congaree 
Bluffs Heritage Preserve and the trust (frequently misplaced) 
that Robin has shown in me over the years as my responsibilities 
on local counts has grown.

As much as Robin has contributed to birding in the 
Southeast, he reserves a special love for Congaree National 
Park.   Robin has compiled hundreds of bird lists dating to 1978.  
More recently, Robin has supplemented these written records 
with dozens of hours of recordings of the natural soundscape at 
the Park.  From these records, Robin maintains the authoritative 
database, species check list, and annotated checklist for the 
park.--we’re at 197 species, by the way, and looking forward to 
the day we reach 200.  

Robin originated the Congaree Swamp CBC in 1994.  Over 
the years, the CBC has drawn attention to the Park’s importance 
as a refuge for over-wintering species, by often producing some 
of the higher concentrations in the country for woodpeckers, 
winter wrens, hermit thrush, barred owls, and other species.

Robin also founded the Congaree Bluffs Hawk Watch.  
Though I’m pretty sure we’ve established that it’s not a major 
raptor migration corridor, we’ve certainly learned many things 
about the Park’s  bird life that we didn’t know before.  It’s a 
wonderful place to gain an appreciation for the ebb and flow 
of migration and one’s place in the world--Mississippi kites, 
dragonflies, monarch butterflies, red-headed woodpeckers, 
northern flickers, swifts, swallows, grosbeaks, catbirds, 
accipiters--they all have their turn at Congaree Bluffs.  

And I can’t tell you how valuable Robin’s observations have 
been in some of our advocacy and preservation fights.  In the 
cell tower fight, the pre-dawn hours Robin spent documenting 

night-migrating thrushes (including a Bicknell’s Thrush) were 
enormously helpful in replacing a theory with a reality--that 
a lighted cell tower in proximity to the park could affect an 
important night migration corridor.  Likewise, species observed 
at the bluff have provided a much richer sense  of what’s at stake 
in the 601 bridges fight and the Riverstone tract acquisition.  
When agencies’ Environmental Assessments identify only the 
Bald Eagle as a listed species,  it’s great to supplement  that with 
the lengthy list of  endangered and charismatic species observed 
at the bluffs, including Wood Storks, Peregrine Falcons, 
Swallow-tailed Kites,  and such local rarities as Swainson’s 
Hawk, and Golden Eagle.

And we have Robin to thank for events like today--inspired 
by the Carlsbad Caverns dawn chorus, and one of only a handful 
of events in the US on International Dawn Chorus Day.   I hope 
ya’ll have enjoyed Robin’s spirit on this trip--a gifted birder who 
still finds enthusiasm and joy in the simpler pleasures birding 
has to offer.

Friends Acknowledges Carter’s Contributions 
to Congaree National Park and Birding in SC

Above: John Grego, FCS President, presents Robin 
Carter, left, with plaque. Below: Bill Hulslander, CNP 
staff, presents photograph of Park. Photos by VEWinn
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Be a FRIEND: Get a Friend to Join Today!

Yes, I would like to support conservation of Congaree Swamp for future generations. Enclosed is my tax 
deductible contribution of $ ___________ . Please make your check payable to Friends of Congaree Swamp.

_____ $ 15.00 Individual _____ $ 50.00 Advocate _____ $ 500.00 Benefactor _____ $ 50.00 Nonprofit Org.
_____ $ 35.00 Family _____ $ 100.00 Partner  _____ $ 1000.00 Patron  _____ $ 1000.00 Corporate

Please provide contact information so we can inform the person 
or family:
Name: _____________________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________________  
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________

In addition to my membership, I would like to give $ __________ 
as a donation to Friends of Congaree Swamp:
In Memory of: ________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________
As a Gift Membership to: _______________________________

I would like to work on the following committee(s):
 _____ Field Trips  _____ Fundraising
 _____ Public Relations _____ Membership
 _____ Education  _____ Advocacy
 _____ Events  _____ Newsletter
 _____ Research  _____ Other: ___________

 _____ New Member _____ Renewal

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
City: ________________________  State: ____  Zip: _________
Hm Phone: (___) ___________  Wk Phone: (___) ___________
E-mail: _____________________________________________

I would like to order the following items (proceeds benefit FCS projects): $____________ enclosed.
_____ copies of the beautifully detailed “Map of Congaree National Park and Vicinity” @ $12.95 each/plus $3.50 s/h
_____ copies of “Images of Congaree Swamp,” a 64-page, full color, photographic book of the park @ $10 each/plus $3.50 s/h

Thank You For Supporting Friends of Congaree Swamp!
Friends of Congaree Swamp, PO Box 7746, Columbia, SC 29202-7746

FCS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporation, EIN: 56-2057087.

Post Office Box 7746
Columbia, SC 29202-7746

www.friendsofcongaree.org
Spring 2008

Advocates for Congaree National Park 
and its unique environment.


